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The cbjects *f the Friends *f Sairrt Columb's Cathedr*l are tc pr*mcte a greater
interest in the Cethedral, its traditi*ns af wcrship and history and tc support the
De*n, ehapter and Select Vestry in maint*ining the febric and fumishings.
The Friends suppoil the Cathedral's participation in the civic and cultura! life of the
City of L*ndonderry. They also supp*rt the Cathedral's Chairs which consists of
appraximately 12 male s**risteis,2* Girtand t5 Bay Choristers. The *heirs have
membe:"s frorn all sectirns *f the community and giv* publi* r*cit*ls b*th ln the
C*thedr*l arrd in ather venues.

Ths Charity is based within the City of l*andcnderry but draws men:bers from all over
the United Kingdanr and lr*land"
The charity is governed by a baard *f trustees which meets regularly ta agree a
prcgramrne *f avents, menege the finances and ensure campliance to ihe
cansiit*tion=

$aint Calurnb's Cathedral is the City of La:donderry'* mcst historic buitding. trt was
built between 1628 and 1633 on tne highest p*ir"'rt witfrin the r,valied city it attracts iarge
nunrbers *f visitors each ye&r.

Th* tathedral is se*n as a shared space within the city end is used by many
*rganisaticns fsr ev*nts. The Cathedral is a rnernber of ihe C*mrr:unity of The Cross
nf Naiis. based in Ccventry Cath*dral and is active in pramoting peac* and
ree*nciliation

In this finar':cial periad the cathedral is opefi to the public for visits a* five days per
week and at other tirnes t* hatd re*itals ar:d exhibitions. "The Fri*nds" have provided
$uppcrt by vaiunteering t* guide visit*rs ar*u*d th* bi:ilding and t* assist *t eve*ts.
*ur members are t* be c*ngratulated f*rth*ir support in this and alsa fartheir ongoing
help in assisting with the rlea*ing and maintenance cf the building.

Re*itals ind*d*d ane in July by the Cathedral's orge*ist *nd three by visiting
organists. ln September the C*thedral orga*lsts and Bcy Ch*rist*rs Save a recitai iR
support of th+ City Council's Culture Night, The chairs aiso p*rf*rmed at the speciai
Advent eve*ts and at the Festival *n Ni*s Lessons and Sar*ls an Christrnas Ive.

The Friends c*ntinued ta support an cngoi*g pro.iect t* preserve the Cathedral's
ar*hive cf histaric bo*ks and dacurne*ts.by paying f+r the repair, **nserusticn and
rebinding of a number *f historic b**ks and prir:tsJpaintings. This is the fifth
cons*cutive year that this preject has been financed by the charity"

ilerry City & $trabane District Cauncil hsve genereusly pravided funding ircm their
l'leritage Venues Fur:d tc assist with the cost of the variaus events and exhibitions"
"The Friends" manag* and acccunt fsr the rnonies provided through these grants.



*onations were made to the Cathedral ta assist with the general running costs anq
rn*intenanee af the building and to pay a gratuity ta the Assistant Srganist whc haq
undertaken the training of the Bay & Girl Chs.isters.

Fina*cial supp*ri was provided for the design and construeti*n of a maj*r exhibition

"The Treasures of $aint Columb's Cathedral" which was cpen ts the public through*ut
2*231?*24 A special souvenir b**klet irdas commiss*o*ed far this exhibition.

The Friends c*ntinue tc mainiain links wiih and ca-*peraie with other b*dies tr
promote the history and cultural activities which are held in the Cathedrai. Thes*
include The North West Hislorical & Archaeolcgical Scciet1,, *erry Central Library, Thq
Serry T*wer Heritage Grcup, Tourism N l, *erry e ity & Strabane tistrist Council, Th*
Fri*nds cf Derry's Walls, Thc Hencurable Tl:s irish Saciety and The Hervey Heritage
Group. The City Council continues i* use the Cathedral's spacss. bath internal and
external, to hold events.

We beiieve that peopie in general bencfit from our veri*us activities as we cantinue tu
nrake them a\Mare cf the impartance of the r*le played by the Cathedral in soci*ty, *f
its history and heritage and of its *utstanding cuitural and musical tradrtions. W* also
support the n:usical a:'rd *uiturai traditi*ns of *ther *rganisati*ns by assisting with
*vents held by them in the *athedral

Trustees
The Trustees continue tc be active in supparting the crganisatio:': and give of their
tlme freely and often tc er:sure that the aims and objectlves *f "The Friends" are
carried nut in adherenee ts the constitxticn.
There wer* na ch*nges to the membership of the Trustees

Public *enefit
As well as ihe public benefits indicated ab*v*, {he Trustees ctnfirrn thai they have
had regard tc the Charity Con:missiorr for Narthern lr*land's guidance cn puLrlic

benefit. We heve given careful cansidcratisn is the guidance io ensure ihat cur
activities have heiped ts achieve the charity's purpCI$s and provide a benefit to cur
beneficiaries^

$igned on behalf af the Trustees.
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Fine*ee
As can be seen frory: cur Receipts and Payrnents staiemeRt, the Frlends en**d the
2*23/2S24 Financial Year with a credit balance *f f;4$13 The main *curces of
inconie were fron: illlembers $ubscripti*ns. Dcnatians, Shop $aies and Derry City &
Sirabane District e ouncil grants. These monles were us*d f*r Tcuri*m pubiicaiions,
exhibitians, event advertising and cultural events.
lncome fr*rn members has been reduced due t* the cngoing efl*cts *f the Covid
r*strictians"


