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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

The Trustees (in their capacity as both Trustees and Directors) present their Trustees’ annual report
(incorporating the strategic report) for the year ended 31 March 2024.

STRATEGIC REPORT

Grand Opera House Trust (‘the Trust’) is a charitable company limited by guarantee and does not have share capital.
It is recognised as a charity by the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland (charity registration number
NIC104605).

Principal activity

The Grand Opera House is a full time presenting theatre, the principal activity of which is to promote, maintain,
improve and advance the education of the Northern Ireland public in the arts.

The Trust promotes a wide range of artistic activity in the main auditorium and The Studio.

Objectives and activities

The Trust was established to “promote, maintain, improve and advance the education of the public of Northern
Ireland in the arts (including the art of drama, operatic arts, other performing arts and the visual arts) at the Theatre”.

The Grand Opera House is Northern Ireland’s premier presenting theatre, presenting an outstanding programme
and showcasing the best in musicals, ballet, opera, drama, comedy, dance, locally created work, family shows and
presenting one of the most historic and longest pantomime runs in the UK and Ireland.

The mission of the Grand Opera House is to “create and deliver extraordinary experiences for everyone”.

To deliver its mission and aims, the Trust has adopted a strategic approach, which consists of three strategic pillars,
namely, as follows:

e Customer experience — creating and delivering extraordinary experiences for our customers, whether they
are audiences, visitors, sponsors or production companies;

e Stakeholder engagement — serving our sector and community through education, outreach and
development activities; and

e Organisational excellence — operating to high quality, value for money standards in everything we do as
an organisation and working to be sustainable in the long term.

The Grand Opera House aims are:

To present a world class theatrical experience;

To extend and enhance our reputation nationally and internationally;

To exercise responsible stewardship of our landmark building;

To maintain a distinctive education and outreach programme;

To sustain and develop a successful organisation; and

To provide a positive experience to people visiting and working in the Theatre.

The Trustees and staff of the Grand Opera House are committed to creating and delivering extraordinary experiences
for everyone by providing an excellent service. We act with integrity at all times, respect our stakeholders, customers
and employees, are professional in our planning and delivery and work together in partnership with others, both
internally and externally, for the good of the public of Northern Ireland.




GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

STRATEGIC REPORT (Continued)

Objectives and activities (continued)
Public benefit
The direct benefits to the public in Northern Ireland which flow from the Trust’s purpose include:

e The education of audiences through high quality theatrical performances and participation in the Theatre’s
creative learning programme involving schools, community groups and individuals, including workshops,
professional classes, and talks/seminars.

e The enrichment of lives through increased awareness, improved knowledge, understanding and
appreciation of the performing arts across a wide range of genres.

o The development of new skills (creative, performance and technical skills) and personal development e.g.
via participation in the Theatre’s community engagement activities, such as the Summer Youth
Production.

e Enhanced accessibility to the performing arts for people from disadvantaged areas and requiring assistance
to attend the Grand Opera House. As well as continuing its popular series of dementia-friendly cinema
screenings, the Trust also staged 33 signed, audio described, captioned and relaxed performances during
the year.

In setting the objectives and planning the activities for the year, the Trustees have given careful consideration to the
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland’s guidance on public benefit to ensure that the activities have helped to
achieve the Trust’s purpose and provide a benefit to the beneficiaries.

The public in Northern Ireland benefitted from the Trust’s activities during the year through the presentation of a
high-quality performance programme, which encompassed the full range of the performing arts, both on the
mainstage as well as in smaller productions in The Studio. There is no other theatre in Northern Ireland that can
stage the large-scale and technically demanding shows that feature in the Theatre’s programme which attracted over
314,000 people in 2023/24. Alongside the programme of professional touring productions, the Theatre offered
amateur and community groups, and local artistes, the opportunity to perform on one of the most historic and iconic
stages in the UK and Ireland, as well as in The Studio.

The Trust’s prolific creative learning department delivered a busy programme of performance related workshops
for all ages and abilities, within the Grand Opera House and beyond, school/educational focused initiatives, as well
as a programme of events with broad appeal to all the communities of Northern Ireland. In 2023/24 the Trust’s
creative learning programme engaged with over 4,200 people.

The Trust’s performance programme is created to appeal to the broadest possible range of interests, tastes and ages,
and consideration is always given to a range of prices to encourage attendance. The Grand Opera House is an
historic listed building and its history, heritage and its key role in the life of Belfast is shared with as many people
as possible through talks and a number of informative backstage tours. 64 Theatre tours with 1,021 participants
were delivered in 2023/2024.

The Trust provides a range of platforms aimed at encouraging the performers of tomorrow as well as delivering
initiatives aimed at developing performance skills and confidence, including its annual Summer Youth Production
- the largest of its kind in Northern Ireland. In July 2023, the Trust produced a production of Oliver! which featured
169 young people aged 10 to 18.

The Trust has created several opportunities aimed at appealing to people and communities who would not otherwise
engage with the Theatre or the arts, both through the performance programme as well as through its range of creative
learning initiatives. To ensure that the Grand Opera House is accessible to people with disabilities the Theatre
promotes a hugely successful ‘Access for All’ scheme, which had 2,737 members as at 31 March 2024.




GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

STRATEGIC REPORT (Continued)

Objectives and activities (continued)

Public benefit (continued)

The performers appearing as part of the Grand Opera House’s programme may have benefitted from exposure to a
wider audience, which may have enhanced their reputation, however, this was incidental to the achievement of the
Trust’s purpose of educating the public of Northern Ireland in the arts.

Achievements and performance

Key performance indicators

The key performance indicators for the group are as follows:

2024 2023
No. of performances in the Main Auditorium 353 344
No. of shows in the Main Auditorium 54 48
% total occupancy 83% 84%
No. of tickets sold in the Main Auditorium 294,000 292,000

2023/2024 represented another extraordinary year of theatregoing at the Grand Opera House, both in the terms
of the quality of the performance programme, and the number of people attending the line-up of shows.

With over 314,000 people through the doors, and with an average attendance of 83% (the UK average for
subsidised members of UK Theatre is 63%: source UK Theatre), the success of the year reaffirms the Grand
Opera House’s position, not only as Northern Ireland’s Premier Theatre, but also as its leading arts organisation.

The public’s appetite for large-scale, West End shows continues, and titles such as Titanic, SIX, The King and
I, The Rocky Horror Show, Dirty Dancing, The Bodyguard, 42nd Street, and The Drifters Girl, Buddy - The
Buddy Holly Story, and An Officer and a Gentleman brought in over 77,000 people, with 9,973 new bookers.

It was particularly pleasing to see more touring dramas become available following a reduced number in the
period following Covid. The quality of the Olivier-awarding-winning production of The Life of Pi, was matched
by the enduring popularity of The Mousetrap, the West End smash-hit 2:22 A Ghost Story, The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel, and The Full Monty.

As well as touring productions, mindful of its responsibility to make available the Theatre’s iconic stage to local
productions, the Trust’s programme also included A Happy Medium, Vote DLA, Action Ability’s annual
pilgrimage with its latest show, Up the 80s, The Hen Do, Myra’s Story, Foil Arms and Hog, Give My Head
Peace, and a two-week run of The Lyric Theatre’s production of Good Vibrations, ahead of its New York run.

The Theatre also continued its association with Northern Ireland Opera with a sell-out run of Puccini’s Tosca,
supported by an extensive education and outreach programme, and two of Northern Ireland’s leading non-
professional musical societies also staged shows: Ulster Operatic with Evita, and St Agnes’ Choral Society with
The Addams Family, and the hugely popular Shamrock Tenors made their Grand Opera House debut.

Family-orientated shows remains a programming priority for the Trust, and during the year the offering included
The Spongebob Musical, Demon Dentist, Annie, the Northern Ireland premiere of the worldwide smash-hit
show, Bluey, as well as Madagascar the Musical.




GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

STRATEGIC REPORT (Continued)
Achievements and performance (continued)

Other shows included, Singalonga Encanto and The Greatest Showman, the superb talents of Johannes Radebe,
The Belfast Ensemble with Marc Almond, Cara Dillon, Group Acrobatique de Tanger (all three appeared as part
of the Belfast International Arts Festival), Vincent Simone’s Tango Passions, an audience with David Suchet,
and comedians Colin Murphy, and Shane Todd with 16 performances of his stand-up show.

Over 460 young people, aged 10 to 18, attended auditions in February 2023, for the Trust’s summer youth
production of Oliver! With over 4,900 people attending the performances, the Theatre’s annual production - the
biggest of its kind in Northern Ireland - is now firmly established as one of the most successful youth productions
in the UK and Ireland.

Attracting generations of families since the Theatre opened in 1895, no Grand Opera House season would be
complete without the Theatre’s extravagant annual pantomime, Northern Ireland’s biggest Christmas show. The
production of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, which ran for six weeks, was the most successful pantomime
in the Theatre’s history.

Towards the end of the financial year, the Trust also created a brand-new programme stream, aimed at
showcasing the work of local producers, artists and production companies. The debut of The Studio Series, held
in the Theatre’s 123-seat second space, was the Northern Ireland Opera/Grand Opera House co-production of
Cupid’s Bow, and The Juniper Tree. This was followed by Amanda Verlaque’s poignant and challenging play,
This Sh*t Happens All the Time, produced by the Grand Opera House Trust.

A core public benefit of the Trust is the delivery of its engaging education and outreach programme. Alongside
a busy programme of backstage tours for the general public, schools and community groups, during the year, the
Theatre’s creative learning team delivered projects including Silly Moos (in partnership with Arts & Business,
and Dale Farm), attended by 727 schoolchildren, its first ever workshops with Diverse Youth, and Northern
Ireland’s first workshop for D/deaf performers, in association with Cr8 Theatre and deaf artist Paula Clarke.

All of the Theatre’s successes in 2023/2024 were delivered against the backdrop of a further reduction in the
Theatre’s public annual subsidy of £169,000 to £206,880, the lowest on record and from a high of £673,554 a
decade ago. Although the reduction presented the Theatre with several challenges, especially against rising costs,
the Trust is grateful to the Arts Council of Northern Ireland for its continued support, and the Grand Opera House
staff for their unwavering commitment and focus in delivering an unrivalled performance programme, and
prolific creative learning activities.

Financial review

The consolidated Statement of Financial Activities for the year is set out on page 18. The Balance Sheet showing
the consolidated position at 31 March 2024 is set out on page 19.

The Statement of Financial Activities shows net income for the year of £511,861 (2023: £1,109,891).




GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

STRATEGIC REPORT (Continued)

Financial review (continued)

Total income for the year is made up as follows:

2024 2023

£ £

Charitable activities 8,987,065 10,377,546
Other trading activities 1,506,863 1,362,103
Investments 345,481 103,161
10,839,409 11,842,810

Donations and legacies (including restoration levy) 587,781 601,387
Total income 11,427,190 12,444,197

Income from charitable activities decreased due to the mix of the show programme, with a larger number of local
productions in the current year. Income from investments increased due to the increase in interest rates throughout
the year.

Income from charitable activities

To advance the education of the public of Northern Ireland in the Arts, the Grand Opera House aims to deliver a
varied programme, with a mix of the arts, and to deliver the highest quality artistic productions in an accessible way
to the widest possible audience. Income from charitable activities therefore consists of income generated from
theatre production and programming, education and outreach work and revenue and capital grant income.

An annual grant from the Arts Council of Northern Ireland (ACNI) is of central importance to the Grand Opera
House. In 2023/24 revenue grant funding was gratefully received from the Arts Council of Northern Ireland of
£206,880 (2023: £375,880).

In 2023/24, a £10,000 revenue grant was also gratefully received from Arts & Business Northern Ireland to deliver
a schools project in partnership with Dale Farm.

In 2023/24, a £3,885 capital grant was also gratefully received from Belfast City Council for access equipment
(2023: £6,364 revenue grant to deliver a community project).

Income from other trading activities

The Trust’s wholly-owned subsidiary, The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited, generates the majority of the
income from other trading activities through ancillary theatre activities including bar and front of house sales,
conference and event income, Friends and corporate sponsorship.

Donations and legacies

Donations and legacies consists of donations and the voluntary restoration levy which is applied on all ticket sales.
During the year this restoration levy raised £552,428 (2023: £556,077) and is restricted for investment in the
preservation, improvement and enhancement of the historic listed building, stage and main auditorium fixtures and
fittings, health and safety obligations and in all areas of customer service to ensure that the comfort and safety of
all customers and visitors is maintained to the highest standard. This voluntary restoration levy income is shown
as income under restricted funds.
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

STRATEGIC REPORT (Continued)

Financial review (continued)
Trading subsidiary

The Trust’s wholly owned subsidiary, The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited, was established to operate the
commercial bar, front of house and event facilities at the Theatre, to hire out the Theatre to third parties and to
contract with production companies and sell tickets to customers for admission to the shows presented. The Trust
seconds staff to its subsidiary and licenses the use of the Theatre to its subsidiary for the purpose of presenting
productions. In return the subsidiary pays a management charge to cover wage costs and overheads and a licence
fee for the use of the Theatre. The management charge and licence fee for the current year was £3,138,995 (2023:
£2,974,429).

The profit of the subsidiary for the financial year was £nil (2023: £nil). The subsidiary has a policy of gift aiding
any taxable profits to the Trust where distributable profits exist. In the current year profits gift aided to the Trust
were £64,989 (2023: £64,235).

Principal risks and uncertainties
The Trust has a risk management strategy which comprises:

e  An annual review of the risks the Trust and its subsidiary, The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited,
may face;

e The establishment of systems and procedures to mitigate those risks; and

e The implementation of procedures designed to minimise potential impact should those risks materialise.

This work has identified that financial sustainability is the major financial risk for both the Trust and its subsidiary.
Appropriate strategies including strategic planning in respect of the programme and budget and business planning
have been identified to manage the financial sustainability of the Theatre.

The group’s strategy is to follow an appropriate risk policy, which effectively manages exposures related to the
achievement of the organisation’s objectives. The key risks which management face are as follows:

Business performance risk

Business performance risk is the risk that the group may not perform as expected either due to internal factors,
including availability of the premises, external factors, such as the rising cost of living and impact of the war in
Ukraine, or due to competitive pressures in the market in which it operates. The risk is managed through a number
of measures: ensuring the appropriate management team is in place; budget and business planning, monthly
reporting and variance analysis; financial controls; key performance indicators; and regular forecasting.

Business continuity risk
The group ensures that there is adequate knowledge throughout the management team and sufficient I'T support and

business continuity plans in place should an unforeseen event occur.

Health and safety risk
The group is committed to ensuring a safe working environment. These risks are managed by the group through
the strong promotion of a health and safety culture, extensive safety training and well-defined health and safety

policies.

Financial and business control

Strong financial and business controls are necessary to ensure the integrity and reliability of financial and other
information on which the group relies for day-to-day operations, external reporting and for longer term planning.
The group exercises financial and business control through a combination of qualified and experienced financial
personnel; performance analysis; budgeting and forecasting; and clearly defined approval limits.

7
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

STRATEGIC REPORT (Continued)
Principal risks and uncertainties (continued)

Environmental risk
The group has established clearly defined policies and procedures to enable compliance with environmental best
practice and legislation. The group is committed to protecting the environment in which it conducts its activities.

Financial risk management

The group’s principal financial instruments comprise cash, current asset investments, trade debtors and creditors
and certain other debtors, creditors and accruals. The main risks associated with these financial assets and

liabilities are set out below:

Credit risk

Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause financial loss for the other party by failing
to discharge an obligation. Group policies are aimed at minimising such losses and require that deferred terms
are only granted to customers who demonstrate appropriate payment history and satisfy credit worthiness

procedures.

Given that the majority of the group’s sales are ticket sales payable at the time of booking, the group’s exposure
to credit risk is not significant.

The credit risk on liquid funds is limited because the counterparties are banks with high credit ratings assigned
by international credit-rating agencies.

Liguidity risk

Liquidity risk is the risk that an entity will encounter difficulty in meeting its obligations. The group maintains
regular contact with its bankers and utilises online banking systems to monitor cash flow performance to manage

the group’s liquidity risk. The group holds current asset investments with a number of financial institutions to
mitigate the risk further.

Health and safety

The Chief Executive is responsible to the Board for health and safety matters and reports regularly to the Board
of Trustees. An external health and safety audit was carried out in 2023/24 and achieved a satisfactory result.

Friends of the Grand Opera House

We are grateful for the continued support of our Friends, of which there were 1,153 (2023: 1,252) as at 31 March
2024,

The Stragggic Report was gpproved by the Board and signed on its behalf by:

Chair Deputy Chair

Date: 24 September 2024 Date: 24 September 2024




GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT

The Trustees (in their capacity as both Trustees and Directors) are pleased to present their annual report together
with the consolidated financial statements of Grand Opera House Trust (the Trust) and its subsidiary undertaking,
The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited (the Theatre), together with the report of the independent auditor for the
year ended 31 March 2024.

Structure, organisation and management
Grand Opera House Trust is a charitable company limited by guarantee and does not have share capital.

The Board of Trustees, which administers the Trust, meets bimonthly and there are various other committees
covering Audit, Risk and Governance, Planning and Finance, and Human Resources. Trustees are appointed to
committees based on their skills. The Trustees elect one of their number as Chair.

A Chief Executive is appointed by the Trust to lead and manage the operations of the Trust and the setting of the
programme of performances. To facilitate effective operations, the Chief Executive has delegated authority, within
terms of delegation approved by the Trust, for operational matters including finance, employment and artistic
performance related activity. The Chief Executive is also responsible for implementing the strategic and business
plans of the Trust.

Appointment of Trustees

The Articles of Association direct that the Board of Trustees shall not exceed thirteen. At each Annual General
Meeting, those Trustees who have held office for a period of four years are required to retire from office. Trustees
are permitted to offer themselves for re-election provided they have not served more than eight years previously.

Trustees are also elected directors of the subsidiary company. A list of Trustees who served during the financial year
and subsequently is noted on page 1.

Mr Colin Loughran resigned as Chair and a Trustee on 26 March 2024.

Ms J Jones was appointed as Deputy Chair on 20 June 2023, resigned as Deputy Chair on 26 March 2024 and
was appointed as Chair on 26 March 2024. Mr C Geoghegan was appointed as Deputy Chair on 26 March 2024.

Mr B Fitzpatrick and Mr R Rana resigned as Trustees on 12 December 2023. Mr R Ennis and Ms N McVeigh
were appointed as Trustees on 12 December 2023.

Trustee induction and training

New Trustees meet with the Chair and the Chief Executive to be appraised of the Trust, its structure, its governance,
the content of its Articles of Association, the committee decision making process, the business plan and recent
operating and financial performance. New Trustees are also given guided tours of the Theatre and afforded the
opportunity to meet key staff. Trustees are encouraged to attend performances at the Theatre.

Key management remuneration policy

The key management personnel of the group and Trust, the Chief Executive and the Trustees, are listed on page
1.

The Trustees are not remunerated for their services. The remuneration for key management personnel is
determined by the Trust following review of performance appraisals and benchmarking.
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (INCORPORATING THE STRATEGIC REPORT)

TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (Continued)

Equal opportunities

The Trust is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all across its employment practices and its activities.
In addition the Trust has a progressive policy to accommodate as many customers with disabilities as can be
achieved using its available resources, with large print materials, signed performances, captioned performances,
audio described performances, carer concessions and special access to parts of the auditorium.

Fixed assets

The Trust holds the freehold and long leasehold interest in the theatre premises. The title of the original theatre is
subject to the conditions set out in a Declaration of Trust between the Trust and the Arts Council for Northern
Ireland, the primary conditions being that the Trust must continue to use the Theatre as a venue for performing arts
and maintain it in good repair at all times and further ensure that it complies with the conditions and obligations
applicable to a listed building, and other statutory regulations.

The movements in fixed assets in the year are set out in note 14 to the financial statements. The Trust invested
£321,111 (2023: £435,117) in capital expenditure during the year.

Reserves policy

The Trust has an agreed reserves policy which requires reserves be maintained at a level which ensures that Grand
Opera House Trust’s core activity could continue during a period of unforeseen difficulty and a proportion of
reserves be maintained in a readily realisable form.

The policy takes into account; risks associated with each income and expenditure stream, planned activity levels
and the organisation's planned commitments.

Having considered the risks and the future plans for the charity, the Trustees consider that the most appropriate level
of reserves, excluding restricted and designated reserves and unrestricted reserves committed on tangible fixed
assets, should be kept at the level of £1m.

As at 31 March 2024, the group has total funds of £19,118,048 (2023: £18,606,187), £12,962,112 (2023:
£13,124,533) of which are restricted funds and not available for general purposes of the charity.

The group has unrestricted funds of £6,155,936 (2023: £5,481,654), of which £4,277,938 (2023: £3,632,752) are
designated for capital and major repair works. A portion of these funds have been spent in respect of the restoration
and development project in 2020 and 2021 and the remainder will be utilised for future capital and major repair
works.

Of the £1,877,998 (2023: £1,848,902) undesignated unrestricted reserves, £504,103 (2023: £475,007) has already
been committed in respect of tangible fixed assets, resulting in an unspent unrestricted reserves balance of
£1,373,895 as at 31 March 2024 (2023: £1,373,895).

The Grand Opera House Trust will strategically programme the Theatre to maintain the reserves level as detailed
in the organisation’s reserves policy.
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (Continued)

Plans for future periods

2026 will mark five years since the competition of the Theatre’s £12.2 million restoration project. Aware of its
responsibility as stewards of one of Northern Ireland’s iconic buildings, the Trust is planning works in summer 2026
as part of its continued investment in the building. These will include resurfacing the Theatre’s stage and detailed
cleaning of the auditorium’s intricate plasterwork.

After a successful first season of the brand-new programming stream, The Studio Series, the Trust will continue to
develop the Series in the year ahead, to enable the Theatre to showcase even more work from local artists, writers

and producers.

Following the demise of the UK Cross Border Touring Fund in 2020, which assisted the Trust in bringing national
and international ballet and opera companies to Belfast, the Theatre will host The Nutcracker, its first fully staged
narrative ballet for three years, in 2025. The return of this greatly missed element of the Trust’s programme amplifies
the Grand Opera House’s position as a capital city venue, and Northern Ireland’s Premier Theatre.

Going concern

Having reviewed the Trust's forecasts, taking into account changes in trading as a result of increased operational
costs, and having considered a number of scenarios, including reduced occupancy as a result of external factors,
the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that there are adequate resources in place to continue in operational
existence for the foreseeable future. The principal factors underlying this judgement, subject to normal levels of
commercial risk in the current economic climate, include:

Current levels of financial performance and resources by comparison with budget expectations;
Expected revenues from the planned programme for 2024/25 and 2025/26;

Expected cash flows in respect of capital expenditure; and

Receipt of continued support from ACNI in 2024/25 and 2025/26.

Appropriate financial strategies have been identified to manage the financial sustainability of the Theatre.
Accordingly, the Trust continues to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the annual financial
statements.

Disclosure of information to the auditor
In so far as the Trustees are aware:
e there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditor is unaware; and
e the Trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of any relevant

audit information and to establish that the auditor is aware of that information.

This confirmation is given and should be interpreted in accordance with the provisions of Section 418 of the
Companies Act 2006.

Auditor

A resolution for the reappointment of Deloitte (NI) Limited as auditor of the Trust is to be proposed at the
forthcoming Annual General Meeting.

11
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TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT (Continued)

The Trusfees’ Report was approved by the Board and signed on its behalf by:

Mr C Geoghegan
Deputy Chair

Date: 24 September 2024 Date: 24 September 2024
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

TRUSTEES’ RESPONSIBILITIES STATEMENT

The Trustees (who are also directors of Grand Opera House Trust for the purposes of company law) are
responsible for preparing the Strategic Report, the Trustees' Annual Report and the financial statements in
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally
Accepted Accounting Practice), including FRS 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of Ireland”.

Company law requires the Trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and the group and of the incoming resources and
application of resources, including the income and expenditure of the charitable company and group for that
period. In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are required to:

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

observe the methods and principles in the Charities SORP;

make judgments and estimates that are reasonable and prudent,

state whether applicable UK Accounting Standards have been followed; and

prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the
charitable company will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to show and explain the
company’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable
company and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charitable company and the group and hence for taking
reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

The Trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the corporate and financial information
included on the charitable company's website. Legislation in the United Kingdom governing the preparation and
dissemination of financial statements may differ from legislation in other jurisdictions.

13



INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF GRAND OPERA
HOUSE TRUST

Report on the audit of the financial statements

Opinion

In our opinion the financial statements of Grand Opera House Trust (the ‘charitable company’) and its

subsidiaries (the group):

e give a true and fair view of the state of the group’s and the parent charitable company’s affairs as at 31
March 2024 and of the group’s incoming resources and application of resources, including the group’s
income and expenditure, for the year then ended;

e have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice,
including Financial Reporting Standard 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and
Republic of [reland”; and

e have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006.

We have audited the financial statements which comprise:
the Consolidated Statement of Financial Activities;
the Consolidated and Company Balance Sheets;

the Consolidated Cash Flow Statement; and

the related notes | to 26.

The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law and United
Kingdom Accounting Standards, including Financial Reporting Standard 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland” (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice).

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK)) and
applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the auditor's responsibilities
for the audit of the financial statements section of our report.

We are independent of the group and of the parent charitable company in accordance with the ethical
requirements that are relevant to our audit of the financial statements in the UK, including the Financial Reporting
Council’s (the ‘FRC’s’) Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance
with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.

Conclusions relating to going concern
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the Trustees’ use of the going concern basis of

accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate.

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating to events or
conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the group’s and parent charitable
company’s ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when the financial

statements are authorised for issue.

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the Trustees with respect to going concern are described in the
relevant sections of this report.

Other information

The other information comprises the information included in the annual report, other than the financial statements
and our auditor’s report thereon. The Trustees are responsible for the other information contained within the
annual report. Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to the
extent otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF GRAND OPERA
HOUSE TRUST (Continued)

Other information (continued)

Our responsibility is to read the other information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is
materially inconsistent with the financial statements or our knowledge obtained in the course of the audit, or
otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If we identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material
misstatements, we are required to determine whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial
statements themselves. If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact.

We have nothing to report in this regard.

Responsibilities of Trustees

As explained more fully in the Trustees’ responsibilities statement, the Trustees (who are also the directors of
the charitable company for the purpose of company law) are responsible for the preparation of the financial
statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and for such internal control as the Trustees
determine is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement,

whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, the Trustees are responsible for assessing the group’s and the parent
charitable company’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going
concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the Trustees either intend to liquidate the group
or the parent charitable company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so.

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor's report that includes our opinion.
Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance
with ISAs (UK) will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud
or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to
influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on the FRC’s
website at: www.frc.ore.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms part of our auditor’s report.

Extent to which the audit was considered capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud
Irregularities, including fraud, are instances of non-compliance with laws and regulations. We design procedures
in line with our responsibilities, outlined above, to detect material misstatements in respect of irregularities,
including fraud. The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud is
detailed below.

We considered the nature of the group’s industry and its control environment, and reviewed the group’s
documentation of their policies and procedures relating to fraud and compliance with laws and regulations. We
also enquired of management and the trustees about their own identification and assessment of the risks of
irregularities, including those that are specific to the group’s business sector.

We obtained an understanding of the legal and regulatory frameworks that the group operates in, and identified

the key laws and regulations that:

e had a direct effect on the determination of material amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.
These included UK Companies Act, Charity legislation and the Charities SORP 2019; and

e do not have a direct effect on the financial statements but compliance with which may be fundamental to
the group’s ability to operate or to avoid a material penalty. These included the Charity Commission for
Northern Ireland (Charity Commission) regulations, Health and Safety legislation, Employment Law, Data
Protection Act and Bribery Act.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF GRAND OPERA
HOUSE TRUST (Continued)

Extent to which the audit was considered capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud (continued)
We discussed among the audit engagement team regarding the opportunities and incentives that may exist within
the organisation for fraud and how and where fraud might occur in the financial statements.

As a result of performing the above, we identified the greatest potential for fraud in the following areas, and our
specific procedures performed to address it are described below:

Revenue Recognition
e We assessed the design and implementation of key controls over the cut-off of revenue at year end; and
e We selected a sample of grant revenue recorded and traced to supporting documentation to ensure it
had been appropriately recorded in the financial statements and performed a recalculation of a sample
of deferred revenue to ensure it was appropriately recorded at year end.

In common with all audits under ISAs (UK), we are also required to perform specific procedures to respond to
the risk of management override. In addressing the risk of fraud through management override of controls, we
tested the appropriateness of journal entries and other adjustments; assessed whether the judgements made in
making accounting estimates are indicative of a potential bias; and evaluated the business rationale of any
significant transactions that are unusual or outside the normal course of business.

In addition to the above, our procedures to respond to the risks identified included the following:

e reviewing financial statement disclosures by testing to supporting documentation to assess compliance with
provisions of relevant laws and regulations described as having a direct effect on the financial statements;

e performing analytical procedures to identify any unusual or unexpected relationships that may indicate risks
of material misstatement due to fraud;

e enquiring of management concerning actual and potential litigation and claims, and instances of non-
compliance with laws and regulations; and

e reading minutes of meetings of those charged with governance and reviewing correspondence with The
Charity Commission for Northern Ireland.

Report on other legal and regulatory requirements

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006

In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:

e the information given in the Strategic Report and the Trustees’ Annual Report for the financial year for
which the financial statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and

e the Strategic Report and the Trustees’ Annual Report has been prepared in accordance with applicable legal
requirements.

In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the group and parent charitable company and its environment
obtained in the course of the audit, we have not identified any material misstatements in the Trustees’ report.

Matters on which we are required to report by exception

Under the Companies Act 2006 we are required to report in respect of the following matters if, in our opinion:

e adequate accounting records have not been kept, or returns adequate for our audit have not been received
from branches not visited by us; or

e the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or

o certain disclosures of Trustees’ remuneration specified by law are not made; or

e we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit.

We have nothing to report in respect of these matters.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF GRAND OPERA
HOUSE TRUST (Continued)

Use of our report

This report is made solely to the charitable company’s members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter 3 of Part
16 of the Companies Act 2006. Our audit work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charitable
company’s members those matters we are required to state to them in an auditor’s report and for no other purpose.
To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the
charitable company and the charitable company’s members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for
the opinions we have formed.

6n Starbuck FCA (Senior Statutory Auditor)
for and on behalf of Deloitte (NI) Limited
Statutory Auditor

Belfast, United Kingdom

Date: D Te=chve mines Zo2N
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
(including consolidated income and expenditure account)

For the year ended 31 March 2024

Incoming from:

Donations and legacies
Charitable activities

Other trading activities
Investments

Total income

Expenditure on:

Raising funds

Charitable activities

Loss on disposal of fixed assets

Total expenditure

Net income/(loss) before tax

Taxation

Net income/(loss) for the year

Transfer between funds

Net movement in funds
Reconciliation of funds

Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

Net income is derived from continuing operations in the current and prior year.

Notes

~3 N

o0

13

11

22

22

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
funds funds funds funds
2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

35,353 552,428 587,781 601,387
8,766,300 220,765 8,987,065 10,377,546
1,506,863 - 1,506,863 1,362,103
345,481 - 345,481 103,161
10,653,997 773,193 11,427,190 12,444,197
1,414,090 162,795 1,576,885 1,440,861
8,565,108 705,264 9,270,372 9,893,445
517 67,555 68,072 -
9,979,715 935,614 10,915,329 11,334,306
674,282 (162,421) 511,861 1,109,891
674,282 (162,421) 511,861 1,109,891
674,282 (162,421) 511,861 1,109,891
5,481,654 13,124,533 18,606,187 17,496,296
6,155,936 12,962,112 19,118,048 18,606,187

There are no other recognised gains or losses other than those reflected in the statement above, and consequently
no Statement of Comprehensive Income is presented.

The surplus of the parent charitable company for the year for Companies Act purposes is £51 1,861 (2023:
£1,109,891). As permitted by Section 408 of the Companies Act 2006, no separate Statement of Financial
Activities is presented in respect of the parent charitable company.

The notes on pages 22 to 43 form part of the financial statements.




GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST
Company Registration No: N1028078

CONSOLIDATED BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 March 2024

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets

CURRENT ASSETS
Stocks

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

CREDITORS - amounts falling due within one year
NET CURRENT ASSETS

NET ASSETS

FUNDS

Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds

TOTAL FUNDS

Note 2024 2023
£ £

14 13,185,216 13,781,856
16 22,225 24,743
17 143,022 97,327
18 9,500,515 7,850,508
1,683,080 1,316,944

11,348,842 9,289,522

19 (5,416,010) (4,465,191)
5,932,832 4,824,331

19,118,048 18,606,187

22 12,962,112 13,124,533
22 6,155,936 5,481,654
19,118,048 18,606,187

The financial statements of Grand Opera House Trust (registered number NI028078) were approved and
authorised for issue by the Board of Trustees on 24 September 2024.

They were signed on its behalf by:
A

Ms J Jones
Chair

Mr C Geoghegan
Deputy Chair

The notes on pages 22 to 43 form part of the financial statements.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST
Company Registration No: N1028078

COMPANY BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 March 2024

FIXED ASSETS
Tangible assets
Investments

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

CREDITORS - amounts falling due within one year
NET CURRENT ASSETS

NET ASSETS

FUNDS

Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds

TOTAL FUNDS

Note 2024 2023
£ £

14 13,185216 13,781,856
15 100,001 100,001
13285217 13,881,857

17 82,289 47,164
18 9,500,515 7,850,508
747,988 632,397

10,330,792 8,530,069

19 (4,497,961)  (3,805,739)
5,832,831 4,724,330
19,118,048 18,606,187

22 12,962,112 13,124,533
2 6,155,936 5,481,654
19,118,048 18,606,187

The surplus for the financial year dealt with in the financial statements of the parent undertaking was £511,861

(2023: £1,109,891).

The financial statements of Grand Opera House Trust (registered number NI1028078) were approved and
authorised for issue by the Board of Trustees on 24 September 2024.

Mr C Geoghegan

They were signed on its behalf by:

Deputy Chair

The notes on pages 22 to 43 form part of the financial statements.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

CONSOLIDATED CASH FLOW STATEMENT
For the year ended 31 March 2024

Net cash flows generated from operating activities
Cash flows from investing activities:

Interest from investments

Purchase of tangible fixed assets

Cash inflow from maturity of investments

Cash outflow on deposit of investments

Net cash flows used in investing activities

Net increase/(decrease) in cash at bank and in hand

Cash at bank and in hand at beginning of year

Cash at bank and in hand at end of year

The notes on pages 22 to 43 form part of the financial statements.

Note

25

2024 2023
£ £
2,012,655 1,194,140
324,599 97,521
(321,111) (435,117)
4,350,508 6,250,979
(6,000,515)  (7,850,508)
(1,646,519)  (1,937,125)
366,136 (742,985)
1,316,944 2,059,929
1,683,080 1,316,944
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 March 2024

1.

COMPANY AND CHARITABLE STATUS

Grand Opera House Trust, a public benefit entity, is incorporated in Northern Ireland as a company
limited by guarantee not having a share capital. There are currently 11 Trustees who are also members
of the company. Each member has undertaken to contribute to the assets in the event of winding up a
sum not exceeding £1. The charity is a registered charity (charity number NIC104605). The registered
office is given on page 1.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Basis of accounting

The financial statements are prepared under the historical cost convention, in accordance with the
Statement of Recommended Practice “Accounting and Reporting by Charities” (SORP 2019) applicable
to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in
the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102), and the Companies Act 2006.

The company meets the definition of a qualifying entity under FRS 102 and has therefore taken advantage
of the disclosure exemption available to it in respect of its separate financial statements in relation to
presentation of a cash flow statement.

The principal accounting policies are set out below. They have been applied consistently throughout the
current and preceding year, unless otherwise stated.

Preparation of financial statements — going concern

Having reviewed the Trust's forecasts, taking into account changes in trading as a result of increased
operational costs, and having considered a number of scenarios, including reduced occupancy as a result
of external factors, the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that there are adequate resources in place
to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. The principal factors underlying this
judgement, subject to normal levels of commercial risk in the current economic climate, include:

Current levels of financial performance and resources by comparison with budget expectations;
Expected revenues from the planned programme for 2024/25 and 2025/26;

Expected cash flows in respect of capital expenditure; and

Receipt of continued support from ACNI in 2024/25 and 2025/26.

Appropriate financial strategies have been identified to manage the financial sustainability of the Theatre.
Accordingly, the Trust continues to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the annual
financial statements.

Basis of consolidation

Consolidated financial statements have been prepared in respect of Grand Opera House Trust and its
wholly owned subsidiary undertaking The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited. All intra-group
transactions, balances, income and expenses are eliminated on consolidation. These financial statements
have been consolidated on a line by line basis and the results of the subsidiary undertaking are disclosed
in note 15.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2024

2.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Income

Income is recognised when the group and Trust has entitlement to the funds, any performance conditions
attached to the item of income have been met, it is probable that the income will be received and the
amount can be measured reliably.

Donations and legacies and the restoration levy are recognised in income when received.

Revenue grants are recognised as income when receivable and income from ticket sales is recognised
when received. Where payments are received from customers in advance of shows taking place, the
amounts are recorded as deferred income and included as part of creditors due within one year until the
relevant performance date has passed.

Income from trading activities is recognised as and when goods are provided to the customer or services
have been provided to the extent that there is a right to consideration.

Interest income is recognised when receivable.

Donated services are recognised on the basis of the value of the gift to the Trust which is the amount the
Trust would be willing to pay to obtain the services of equivalent economic benefit on the open market;
a corresponding amount is then recognised in expenditure in the period of receipt.

Capital grants are recognised in the year of receipt and treated as restricted funds with depreciation on the
relevant assets charged directly to the restricted fund in the Consolidated Statement of Financial
Activities.

Resources expended

Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to make a payment to a third
party, it is probable that the settlement will be required and the amount of the obligation can be measured
reliably. Expenditure is classified under the following headings:

Expenditure on raising funds includes the costs incurred in generating income from trading activities
including Front of House services, sponsorship and the Friends membership scheme.

Expenditure on charitable activities includes costs to deliver the theatre programme and education and
outreach activities.

Support costs are those functions that assist the work of the Trust but do not directly undertake charitable
activities. Support costs include governance costs, general management and administration costs,
information technology and communications costs, property costs and depreciation. These costs have
been allocated between costs of raising funds and expenditure on charitable activities. The bases on which
support costs have been allocated to activity cost categories on a basis consistent with the use of resources,
are set out in note 10.

Fund accounting
The Trust’s funds consist of unrestricted and restricted funds.
Unrestricted funds may be used at the discretion of the Trustees to further the Trust’s charitable purposes.

Designated funds are funds set aside for specific purposes earmarked by the Trustees. They are utilised
as required for the purpose for which they were created, and form part of unrestricted funds.

23



GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2024

2.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)
Fund accounting (continued)

Restricted funds represent income received which is earmarked by the funder or donor for specific
purposes. These funds are not available for the Trustees to apply at their discretion. The purpose and use
of the restricted funds is set out in the notes to the financial statements.

Tangible fixed assets and depreciation

A fixed asset is any item of expenditure which has a life expectancy (i.e. usage period) of more than one
year, a measurable value in excess of £500 and provides a future economic benefit to the organisation.
Expenditure on items with a life expectancy of one year or less are considered to be consumable items
and are expensed in the year in which they occur.

Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost, net of depreciation and any provision for impairment.
Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets, other than land, at rates calculated to write off the
cost, less estimated residual value, of each asset on a straight line basis over its expected useful life, as
follows:

Theatre restoration 2% - 33.33% per annum
Theatre extension 2% per annum

Fixtures, fittings & plant 10% - 50% per annum
Computer equipment 20% - 33.33% per annum
Website 25% per annum

The carrying values of tangible fixed assets are reviewed for impairment when events or changes in
circumstances indicate the carrying value may not be recoverable.

Investments

In the Trust balance sheet, the investment in the subsidiary is measured at cost less impairment.

Stocks

Stocks are stated at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Provision is made for obsolete, slow moving
or defective items as appropriate.

Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents in the balance sheet comprise cash at bank and in hand and short term current
asset investments.

Current asset investments comprise cash deposits and are measured initially at the cash amount on deposit
and subsequently at the cash amount expected to be received.

Operating leases

Rentals under operating leases are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities on a straight-line basis
over the lease term, even if payments are not made on such a basis.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2024

2.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Pension scheme

The Trust operates two group personal pension schemes; these are both defined contribution schemes
whereby the assets are held separately from those of the Trust in an independently administered fund.

The amount charged to the Statement of Financial Activities in respect of pension costs is the
contributions payable in the year. Differences between contributions payable in the year and contributions
actually paid are included within accruals in the balance sheet.

Financial instruments

Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognised when the group becomes party to the contractual
provisions of the instruments. All financial assets and liabilities are initially measured at transaction
price (including transaction costs), except for those financial assets classified as at fair value through
profit or loss, which are initially measured at fair value (which is normally the transaction price
excluding transaction costs), unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction. If an
arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, the financial asset or financial liability is measured at
the present value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of interest for a similar debt
instrument.

The Trust and group only have financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as basic financial
instruments. Basic financial instruments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently
measured at their settlement value.

Financial assets and liabilities are only offset in the Balance Sheet when, and only when there exists a
legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and the company intends either to settle on a
net basis, or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Financial assets are derecognised when and only when a) the contractual rights to the cash flows from
the financial asset expire or are settled, b) the group transfers to another party substantially all of the
risks and rewards of ownership of the financial asset, or ¢) the group, despite having retained some, but
not all, significant risks and rewards of ownership, has transferred control of the asset to another party.

Financial liabilities are derecognised only when the obligation specified in the contract is discharged,
cancelled or expires.

Impairment of assets

Assets, other than those measured at fair value, are assessed for indicators of impairment at each balance
sheet date. If there is objective evidence of impairment, an impairment loss is recognised in the
Statement of Financial Activities as described below.

For financial assets carried at amortised cost, the amount of impairment is the difference between the
asset’s carrying amount and the present value of estimated future cash flows, discounted at the financial
asset’s original effective interest rate.

Where indicators exist for a decrease in impairment loss, and the decrease can be related objectively to
an event occurring after the impairment was recognised, the prior impairment loss is tested to determine
reversal. An impairment loss is reversed on an individual impaired financial asset to the extent that the
revised recoverable value does not lead to a revised carrying amount higher than the carrying value had
no impairment been recognised.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2024

2.

ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued)

Taxation

The Trust is a charity for tax purposes in accordance with Schedule 6 FA 2010 and is exempt from taxation
on its charitable activities in accordance with Part 11 Corporation Tax Act 2010.

Current tax for the subsidiary undertaking, including UK corporation tax, is provided at amounts
expected to be paid (or recovered) using the tax rates and laws that have been enacted or substantively
enacted by the balance sheet date.

The trading subsidiary, The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited, has a policy of gifting its profits to
the parent charity every year where distributable profits exist, with no tax charge arising. Where profits
are not gifted to the parent charity they are subject to corporation tax.

CRITICAL ACCOUNTING JUDGEMENTS AND KEY SOURCES OF ESTIMATION
UNCERTAINTY

In the application of the group’s accounting policies, which are described in note 2, the Trustees are
required to make judgements, estimates and assumptions about the carrying amounts of assets and
liabilities that are not readily apparent from other sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are
based on historical experience and other factors that are considered to be relevant. Actual results may
differ from these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised if the revision affects only that
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods if the revision affects both current and future

periods.
Critical judgements in applying the group’s accounting policies

The following are the critical judgements, apart from those involving estimations (which are dealt with
separately below), that the directors have made in the process of applying the group’s accounting policies
and that have the most significant effect on the amounts recognised in the financial statements.

Carrying value of original theatre premises

As detailed in the Trustees’ report, the freehold and long leasehold interest in the original theatre premises
belongs to the Trust with onerous obligations under a Declaration of Trust. Under the terms of the
Declaration of Trust, the Trustees are obliged to retain the property in current use and are prohibited from
an open market sale of the premises. Therefore only an existing use valuation of the premises is deemed
appropriate and in the event of the Trustees ceasing to operate the premises it will be offered back to the
Arts Council for nil consideration.

The Trustees have prepared cash flows for the foreseeable future taking into account income generated
from the running of the Theatre, and are content that the Trust is a going concern. However, on the basis
of these projections, and allowing for the obligations within the Declaration of Trust referred to above,
the Trustees are of the opinion that the original theatre premises, does not have a present value in use.
Accordingly no carrying value or depreciation in respect of the Trust’s interest in the original theatre
premises is reflected in these financial statements.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)

For the year ended 31 March 2024

3.

CRITICAL ACCOUNTING JUDGEMENTS AND KEY SOURCES OF ESTIMATION

UNCERTAINTY (continued)

Key source of estimation uncertainty — useful economic life and carrying value of tangible fixed assets

The depreciation charge in respect of tangible fixed assets is based on an estimate of the useful economic
life of each asset, as detailed in the tangible fixed assets and depreciation accounting policy set out in

note 2.

If there is any indication that an asset may be impaired, determining the recoverable amount of the asset
requires an estimation of its value in use to the group. The value in use calculation requires the entity
to estimate the future cash flows expected to arise from the tangible fixed asset and a suitable discount

rate in order to calculate present value.

ANALYSIS OF INCOME FROM DONATION AND LEGACIES

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

2024 2024 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

Donations and legacies 35,353 - 35,353 45310
Restoration levy income - 552,428 552,428 556,077
35,353 552,428 587,781 601,387

The Trust applies a voluntary restoration levy on all ticket sales which is restricted for investment in the
preservation, improvement and enhancement of the historic listed building, stage and main auditorium
fixtures and fittings, health and safety obligations and in all areas of customer service to ensure that the
comfort and safety of all customers and visitors is maintained to the highest standard.
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2024

5. ANALYSIS OF INCOME FROM CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £

Revenue grant income
Arts Council of Northern Ireland - 206,880 206,880 375,880
Belfast City Council - - - 6,364
Other - 10,000 10,000 -
- 216,880 216,880 382,244

Capital grant income
Belfast City Council - 3,885 3,885 -
National Lottery Heritage Fund - - - 478,930
- 3,885 3,885 478,930
Theatre production and performance 8,641,487 - 8,641,487 9,428,859
Education and outreach 124,813 - 124,813 87,513
8,766,300 220,765 8,987,065 10,377,546
6. ANALYSIS OF INCOME FROM OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £
Bar and front of house sales 1,263,507 - 1,263,507 1,140,078
Conference and events 37,890 - 37,890 20,289
Sale of programmes and merchandise 110,073 - 110,073 111,463
Sponsorship income 40,654 - 40,654 39,692
Friends scheme income 54,739 - 54,739 50,581
1,506,863 - 1,506,863 1,362,103
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GRAND OPERA HOUSE TRUST

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (Continued)
For the year ended 31 March 2024

7.

ANALYSIS OF INCOME FROM INVESTMENTS

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £
Interest from investments 345,481 - 345,481 103,161
345,481 - 345,481 103,161
ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURE ON RAISING FUNDS
Unrestricted Unrestricted
and total and total
2024 2023
£ £
Front of house services 913,827 793,066
Support costs (note 10) 663,058 647,795
1,576,885 1,440,861
ANALYSIS OF EXPENDITURE ON CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES
Activities Support Total Total
undertaken costs
directly
2024 2024 2024 2023
£ £ £ £
Theatre production and performance 7,079,747 1,856,562 8,936,309 9,596,890
Education and outreach 201,451 132,612 334,063 296,555
7,281,198 1,989,174 9,270,372 9,893,445

Support costs are further analysed in note 10.
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10.

ANALYSIS OF SUPPORT COSTS

2024

Governance costs
General management and
administration

IT and communications
Property costs
Depreciation

2023

Governance costs
General management and
administration

IT and communications
Property costs
Depreciation

Raising Theatre Education Total

funds production & & outreach
performance

2024 2024 2024 2024

£ £ £ £

10,144 28,405 2,029 40,578

160,087 448,240 32,017 640,344

51,382 143,871 10,277 205,530

229,025 641,271 45,805 916,101

212,420 594,775 42,484 849,679

663,058 1,856,562 132,612 2,652,232

Raising Theatre Education Total
funds production & & outreach

performance

2023 2023 2023 2023

£ £ £ £

8,523 23,865 1,705 34,093

170,850 478,382 34,170 683,402

46,303 129,648 9,261 185,212

221,015 618,842 44,203 884,060

201,104 563,089 40,221 804,414

647,795 1,813,826 129,560 2,591,181

Support costs are allocated between the various activities on the basis of % area of the building in which
these activities take place — e.g. raising funds (hospitality) 25%, theatre production and performance 70%,

and education and outreach 5%.
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11. NET INCOME/(LOSS) FOR THE YEAR

Net income/(loss) is stated after charging:

2024 2023
£ £
Depreciation of owned assets 849,679 804,414
Loss on disposal of fixed assets 68,072 -
Operating lease rentals 952 952
Auditor’s remuneration
- fees payable to the Trust’s auditor for the audit of the Trust’s
financial statements 9,000 8,400
- fees payable to the Trust’s auditor for the audit of the Trust’s
subsidiary 9,000 8,400
- fees payable to the Trust’s auditor for other services to the
group - taxation services 4,900 1,750

12. ANALYSIS OF STAFF COSTS, TRUSTEE REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES, AND THE
COST OF KEY MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL

Staff costs
The average weekly number of employees (including full time, part time and casuals) was:

Group and Group and

Trust Trust

2024 2023

No. No.

Technical 21 20
Box office, marketing and stage door 21 21
Bars and front of house 55 50
Administration and support 16 16
113 107

Their aggregate remuneration comprised:
Group and Group and

Trust Trust

2024 2023

£ £

Wages and salaries 2,048,796 1,895,691
Social security costs 157,418 149,948
Pension 70,671 87,558
2,276,885 2,133,197
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12.

ANALYSIS OF STAFF COSTS, TRUSTEE REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES, AND THE
COST OF KEY MANAGEMENT PERSONNEL (continued)

The pension expense, which is allocated to unrestricted funds, is allocated between the various activities
e.g. raising funds (hospitality), theatre production and performance, education and outreach and support
costs on the basis of the area of the business in which personnel operate. The pension expense allocated
to support costs is allocated between the various activities in accordance with the allocation basis set out

in note 10.

The above figures are stated before deduction of technical staff costs of £425,555 (2023: £496,298)
recharged to production companies.

All employees are employees of Grand Opera House Trust. The Trust provides staff to The Grand Opera
House (Theatre) Limited by way of a management charge.

Employees are members of a group personal pension scheme, a defined contribution arrangement, to
which the Trust contributes between 3% and 5% of pensionable salary. Pension contributions outstanding
at the year end were £7,903 (2023: £8,528).

The number of employees whose emoluments, excluding pension contributions but including benefits in
kind, were in excess of £60,000 was:

2024 2023

£ £

£70,000 — £80,000 1 1
£100,000 ~ £110,000 1 1

Key management personnel

The key management personnel of the group and Trust, the Chief Executive and the Trustees, are listed
on page 1. The total compensation (including pension contributions, excluding social security costs) of
the key management personnel of the group and Trust for the year, totalled £113,391 (2023: £108,062).
The total social security costs of the key management personnel of the group and Trust for the year totalled

£13,162 (2023: £13,133).
Trustees’ remuneration and expenses

The Trustees were not remunerated in the year (2023: £nil). During the year no Trustees received
reimbursement (2023: £nil) in respect of expenses incurred.
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13. TOTAL TAX CHARGE OF THE TRADING SUBSIDIARY FOR THE YEAR

2024 2023
£ £

UK corporation tax charge on profit for the year -

Total tax on profit on ordinary activities -

The difference between the total tax charge shown above and the amount calculated by applying the
effective rate of UK corporation tax (2023: standard rate of UK corporation tax) to the profit before tax

is as follows:

2024 2023
£ £

Profit on ordinary activities before tax 64,989 64,235
Tax on profit on ordinary activities at the effective UK
corporation tax rate of 23.61%, reduced from 25% after marginal
relief (2023: standard UK corporation tax rate of 19 per cent) 15,347 12,205
Effects of:
Gift aid credit (15,347) (12,205)

Total tax charge for the year -

The Trust is a charity for tax purposes and is exempt from corporation tax on its charitable activities.

The trading subsidiary, The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited, has a policy of gifting its profits to
the parent charity every year where distributable profits exist, with no tax charge arising. Where profits
are not gifted to the parent charity they are subject to corporation tax.
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14.

TANGIBLE ASSETS

Group and company

Fixtures,
Theatre Theatre fittings Computer
restoration extension Website & plant equipment Total
£ £ £ £ £ £

Cost
At 1 April 2023 10,473,795 5,312,417 23,876 754,333 170,147 16,734,568
Additions - - 38,720 262,525 19,866 321,111
Disposals - (103,191) (23.876) (16,922) (6,200) (150,189)
At 31 March 2024 10,473,795 5,209,226 38,720 999,936 183,813 16,905,490
Depreciation
At 1 April 2023 1,218,322 1,256,443 23,876 344,099 109,972 2,952,712
Charge for year 644,497 77,384 928 94,828 32,042 849,679
Disposals - (35,636) (23,876) (16,922) (5,683) (82,117)
At 31 March 2024 1,862,819 1,298,191 928 422,005 136,331 3,720,274
Net book value
At 31 March 2024 8,610,976 3,911,035 37,792 577,931 47,482 13,185,216
At 31 March 2023 9,255,473 4,055,974 - 410,234 60,175 13,781,856

As detailed in the Trustees’ report, the freehold and long leasehold interest in the original theatre premises
belongs to the Trust with onerous obligations under a Declaration of Trust.

The Trustees have prepared cash flows for the foreseeable future taking into account income generated
from the running of the Theatre. On the basis of these projections, and allowing for the obligations within
the Declaration of Trust, whilst the title of the original theatre premises is in the name of the Trust, the
Trustees are of the opinion that the original theatre premises, does not have a present value in use.
Accordingly no carrying value or depreciation in respect of the Trust’s interest in the original theatre
premises is reflected in these financial statements.

The Arts Council holds a deed of mortgage over the land relating to the site adjacent to the Theatre at 1A
Great Victoria Street, with combined freehold and long leasehold title, which was acquired on 31 March
2003 for the purpose of the theatre extension. In the event of failure to adhere to the mortgage conditions
the original theatre will revert to the Arts Council of Northern Ireland for £nil consideration.
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15. FIXED ASSET INVESTMENTS

Subsidiary undertaking

Company Company
2024 2023
£ £
Cost
At 1 April 2023 and 31 March 2024 100,001 100,001

The Trust owns the entire issued ordinary share capital of The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited, a
company incorporated and registered in Northern Ireland. The principal activity of The Grand Opera
House (Theatre) Limited is the contracting and staging of theatrical productions and the operation of
ancillary services in the Grand Opera House, Great Victoria Street, Belfast, for arts and entertainment
purposes.

The result of the Trust’s trading activities through its subsidiary undertaking is detailed below. The Grand
Opera House (Theatre) Limited’s taxable profits are gift aided to Trust provided that sufficient
distributable profits exist.

2024 2023
£ £
Turnover 10,223,666 10,830,648
Cost of sales (9,923,446) (10,481,126)
Gross profit 300,220 349,522
Administrative expenses (306,269) (332,073)
Other operating income 71,038 46,786
Operating profit 64,989 64,235
Payment under gift aid (64,989) (64,235)
Retained profit for the year - -
The aggregate of the assets and liabilities was:
2024 2023
£ £
Current assets 5,254,997 4,316,953
Current liabilities (5,154,996) (4,216,952)
Net assets 100,001 100,001

During the year the subsidiary paid a licence fee and management charge to Grand Opera House Trust of
£3,138,995 (2023: £2,974,429). This transaction has been eliminated on consolidation of the entities.
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16.

17.

18.

STOCK

Bar
Front of house
Merchandise

Group Group
2024 2023

£ £
12,535 10,293
9,690 7,751
- 6,699
22,225 24,743

There is no material difference between the balance sheet value of stocks and their replacement cost.

DEBTORS

Amounts falling due within one
year:

Trade debtors
Prepayments and accrued income

INVESTMENTS

Unlisted investments (cash on
deposit)

Group Group Company Company
2024 2023 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

7,206 22,462 - -
135,816 74,865 82,289 47,164
143,022 97,327 82,289 47,164
Group Group Company Company
2024 2023 2024 2023

£ £ £ £
9,500,515 7,850,508 9,500,515 7,850,508
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19.

20.

CREDITORS: amounts falling due within one year

Trade creditors

Other taxation and social security

VAT payable

Other creditors — third party sales

Accruals

Deferred income — advance sales
— sponsors

Amounts due to subsidiary

undertaking

Deferred income

Brought forward
Released in the year
Deferred in the year

Carried forward

FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS

Group Group Company Company
2024 2023 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

544,728 442,898 70,773 52,228
37,946 38,759 37,946 38,759
104,012 46,295 38,107 18,171
164,927 193,101 - -
503,179 512,245 113,047 138,554
4,031,648 3,199,714 1,140 527
29,570 32,179 - -

- - 4,236,948 3,557,500
5,416,010 4,465,191 4,497,961 3,805,739
Group Group

2024 2023

£ £

3,231,893 3,358,892

(3,200,140)  (3,358,892)

4,029,465 3,231,893

4,061,218 3,231,893

The carrying values of the group’s and Trust’s financial assets and liabilities carried at amortised cost are

summarised by category below:

Financial assets at amortised cost

Measured at undiscounted amount receivable

Trade debtors (note 17)

Cash

Unlisted current asset investments
(note 18)

Unlisted fixed asset investments
(note 15) N

Group Group Company Company
2024 2023 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

7.206 22,462 - -
1,683,080 1,316,944 747,988 632,397
9,500,515 7,850,508 9,500,515 7,850,508
- - 100,001 100,001
11,190,801 9,189,914 10,348,504 8,582,906
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20. FINANCIAL INSTRUMENTS (continued)
Financial liabilities at amortised cost

Measured at undiscounted amount payable

Group Group Company Company

2024 2023 2024 2023

£ £ £ £

Trade and other creditors (note 19) 1,212,834 1,148,244 4,420,768 3,748,282
1,212,834 1,148,244 4,420,768 3,748,282

Credit risk

Credit risk is the risk that one party to a financial instrument will cause financial loss for the other party
by failing to discharge an obligation. Group policies are aimed at minimising such losses and require that
deferred terms are only granted to customers who demonstrate appropriate payment history and satisfy
credit worthiness procedures. Given that the majority of the group’s sales are ticket sales payable at the
time of booking, the group’s exposure to credit risk is not significant.

Liquidity risk

Liquidity risk is the risk that an entity will encounter difficulty in meeting its obligations. The group
maintains regular contact with its bankers and utilises online banking systems to monitor cash flow
performance to manage the group’s liquidity risk. The group holds current asset investments with a
number of financial institutions to mitigate the risk further.
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21. COMPARATIVE CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds
2023 2023 2023
Notes £ £ £
Incoming from:
Donations and legacies 4 45310 556,077 601,387
Charitable activities 5 9,516,372 861,174 10,377,546
Other trading activities 6 1,362,103 - 1,362,103
Investments 7 103,161 - 103,161
Total income 11,026,946 1,417,251 12,444,197
Expenditure on:
Raising funds 8 1,281,111 159,750 1,440,861
Charitable activities 9 9,031,953 861,492 9,893,445
Total expenditure 10,313,064 1,021,242 11,334,306
Net loss before tax 713,882 396,009 1,109,891
Taxation - - -
Net loss for the year 11 713,882 396,009 1,109,891
Transfer between funds - - -
Net movement in funds 713,882 396,009 1,109,891
Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward 4,767,772 12,728,524 17,496,296
Total funds carried forward 5,481,654 13,124,533 18,606,187
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22.

MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

Unrestricted funds - Group

General reserve fund

Designated capital &
major repairs fund

Total unrestricted
funds

Unrestricted funds - Trust

General reserve fund

Designated capital &
major repairs fund

Total unrestricted
funds

At At

1 April 31 March
2023 Income Transfer  Expenditure 2024

£ £ £ £ £
1,848,902 10,653,997 (730,607) (9,894,294) 1,877,998
3,632,752 - 730,607 (85,421) 4,277,938
5,481,654 10,653,997 - (9,979,715) 6,155,936
At At

1 April 31 March
2023 Income Transfer  Expenditure 2024

£ £ £ £ £
1,848,902 3,562,800 (730,607) (2,803,097) 1,877,998
3,632,752 - 730,607 (85,421) 4,277,938
5,481,654 3,562,800 - (2,888,518) 6,155,936
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22.

MOVEMENT IN FUNDS (continued)

Restricted funds - Group and Trust At At
1 April 31 March
2023 Income  Expenditure 2024
£ £ £ £
Capital project funds

Theatre extension fund 4,055,974 - (144,939) 3,911,035
Theatre restoration fund 5,359,807 - (359,987) 4,999,820
9,415,781 - (504,926) 8,910,855
Equipment fund 6,595 3,885 (6,188) 4,292

Annual operating funds
Annual core operating fund - 206,880 (206,880) -
Education and outreach fund - 10,000 (10,000) -
- 216,880 (216,880) -
Restoration levy fund 3,702,157 552,428 (207,620) 4,046,965
Total restricted funds 13,124,533 773,193 (935,614) 12,962,112

General reserve fund
The general reserve fund is available to be applied at the discretion of the Trustees to any of the Grand

Opera House's activities.

Designated capital & major repairs fund

This fund includes funds spent on the restoration project in 2020 and 2021, along with the related
depreciation on the assets acquired with this fund, and funds available for future capital and major repair
works.

Theatre extension fund

Includes funding received by way of grants, donations and sponsorship from a variety of donors towards
the extension of the theatre and the flattening of the stage within the Main Auditorium along with the
related depreciation on the assets acquired with this fund.

Theatre restoration fund
Includes funding received by way of grants towards the restoration and development project undertaken
in 2020 and 2021 along with the related depreciation on the assets acquired with this fund.

Equipment fund
Includes funding received from the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Department for Communities and
Belfast City Council towards capital equipment.

Annual core operating fund
Includes funding received from the Arts Council of Northern Ireland towards the core operating costs of
the theatre. This grant is spent in the financial year in its entirety.

Education and outreach fund
Includes funding received towards the costs of undertaking an education and outreach programme. This
grant is spent in the financial year in its entirety.
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22.

23.

24.

MOVEMENT IN FUNDS (continued)

Restoration levy fund

These are funds generated by way of a levy added to all ticket sales, to be used in the preservation,
improvement and enhancement of the historic listed building, stage and Main Auditorium fixtures and
fittings, health and safety obligations and in all areas of customer service to ensure that the comfort and

safety of all customers and visitors is maintained to the highest standard.

ANALYSIS OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES BETWEEN FUNDS FOR THE GROUP

Group
Fixed assets
Current assets

Current liabilities

At 31 March 2024

Trust
Fixed assets
Current assets

Current liabilities

At 31 March 2024

Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds 2024

£ £ £

1,626,248 11,558,968 13,185,216
9,945,698 1,403,144 11,348,842
(5,416,010) - (5,416,010)
6,155,936 12,962,112 19,118,048
Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds 2024

£ £ £

1,726,249 11,558,968 13,285,217
8,927,648 1,403,144 10,330,792
(4,497,961) - (4,497,961)
6,155,936 12,962,112 19,118,048

FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES

Operating lease commitments

The total future minimum lease payments under non-cancellable operating leases are as follows:

Plant and machinery

Leases which expire:
Within one year
Between one and five years

2024 2023
£ £
952 952
397 1,349
1,349 2,301
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24, FINANCIAL COMMITMENTS AND CONTINGENCIES (continued)

Other

(i) Commitments exist arising out of contracts in the ordinary course of business in connection
with guaranteed minimum payments relating to specific performances, the effect of which is
not quantifiable.

(i) The DCAL grant administered by ACNI of £3,950,000 in 2003 in respect of the new building
is repayable in certain circumstances, principally, if the Trust no longer retains and operates
the Theatre, or if the Trust disposes of the new building before March 2028.

25. RECONCILIATION OF NET INCOME TO NET CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING
ACTIVITIES AND ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN NET DEBT

Reconciliation of net income to net cash flows from operating activities

2024 2023
£ £
Net income for the year 511,861 1,109,891
Interest from investments (345,481) (103,161)
Depreciation 849,679 804,414
Loss on disposal of fixed assets 68,072 -
(Increase)/decrease in debtors (24,813) 223,236
Decrease/(increase) in stock 2,518 (5,425)
Increase/(decrease) in creditors 950,819 (834,815)
Net cash flows generated from operating activities 2,012,655 1,194,140
Analysis of changes in net debt

At At

1 April Cash 31 March

2023 flows 2024

£ £ £

Cash at bank and in hand 1,316,944 366,136 1,683,080

1,316,944 366,136 1,683,080

26. RELATED PARTY TRANSACTIONS

All transactions between the Trust and subsidiary, The Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited, are
eliminated on consolidation. The Trust has taken advantage of the exemption granted by paragraph 33.1A
of FRS102, Related Party Disclosures, not to disclose transactions with its subsidiary company, The
Grand Opera House (Theatre) Limited.
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