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Aim and Purpose

Crescent Church is a Bible-based Christian fellowship which has served God in Belfast for
over a century. We seek to understand and live by the Bible, to give everyone the
opportunity to become mature and devoted followers of Jesus Christ.

Objectives and Activities

When planning our activities for the year, the trustees have considered the Commission’s
guidance on public benefit and, in particular, the specific guidance on charities for the
advancement of religion.

In the New Testament, a local church consisted of all Christians in a given locality, but now
there is practically no complete expression of this principle. Nevertheless, in accordance
with the teaching of the New Testament, Christians may meet together and function as an
independent, self-governing church, recognising the authority of God's Word, the Lordship
of Christ and the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit. It will give expression to the teaching of the
New Testament in its worship, doctrine and service.

In accordance with this guidance and to follow our objectives as laid out in our Declaration
of Trust, we have the following stated objectives:

a. To advance the gospel of Jesus Christ among the general public, in accordance with
the biblical principles and practice both in the UK and abroad in a manner consistent
with the statement of faith appended as schedule 1;

b. To prevent or relieve poverty among those in hardship;

To relieve those in need due to their adverse circumstance; and

d. To advance education among those who are disadvantaged due to their adverse
circumstances.
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These objects may be pursued in the United Kingdom or abroad at the discretion of the Trustees.

To facilitate this work, it is important that we maintain the fabric of Crescent Church and the
adjoining church halls.

Achievements and Performance

Crescent Church has a number of services and activities that take place each week and
during the course of the year that the members of the public and members of the Church
find both beneficial and spiritually fulfilling.

Public worship
We have three services each Sunday, two in the morning and one in the evening.



On Sunday mornings, we have two services: our communion service which starts at 10.15am
with an average weekly attendance of 135 and our morning family service at 11:00am which
would have approximately 200 people attending regularly. Creche facilities are provided for

both of these services and our Sunday School runs during the morning family service.

The Sunday evening service which is held each week at 7:00pm and has an average weekly
attendance of approximately 150, many of whom are visitors to the Church. Our young
people’s Bible class, known as CY (Crescent Youth) aimed at 11-18 year olds runs during the
normal evening service. All services are open to members of the public.

It is our firm conviction that the Bible has an important and relevant message for society
and for individuals. We are convinced that the Bible, as originally given, is completely true
and accurate. It is our only authority for what we believe and practice. The Church plans its
Bible teaching and outreach programmes with care. The programmes run on a three-yearly
cycle, with each series of consecutive teaching generally lasting around five weeks. The
programme is delivered by a mix of visiting speakers from the UK and Ireland, and our in-
house Bible teaching team.

Fellowship - Prayer and Bible studies

Fellowship life is not confined to Sundays. The Church meets for prayer every other
Thursday evening at 8.00pm with an average attendance of 40 people and depending on the
speaker (e.g. an overseas missionary) we sometimes hold the prayer meetings on-line using
zoom. There is a group of approximately 10 - 15 members who have continued to meet
every weekday for prayer at 7:00pm.

Crescent is an urban Church. Many of our members live some distance from the building in
University Road so we have a well- established network of regional Prayer and Bible Study
groups which meet once a fortnight in the homes of Church members. These groups provide
an invaluable way to get to know other people in the fellowship. There is one regional
Prayer and Bible study group that meets on-line via zoom and one that meets on a Tuesday
morning in the Church building.

Working together

The life of a large Church fellowship needs to be co-ordinated. We organise ourselves using
five committees and about twenty work groups. The committees cover finance, youth
policy, ministry, overseas mission, outreach. We also have a number of “Co-ordinators” who
are responsible for the physical fabric of the building, for Health & Safety issues, Child
Protection and audio-visual support for our services. These work groups cover everything
from catering to communications and security.

Day to day co-ordination of church life is carried out by our part-time support team. The
team is made up of three salaried staff members, supported by a number of volunteers
from the Church. The support team does more than administration: it mobilizes the
development of new ministries and organizes all the technical, safety, and ministry training
which our youth leaders require.



Caring for the Church

We believe that Church leadership is not vested in one person. The Biblical model is that
leadership in the Church should be plural: it is given to a team of “elders”, who are
responsible for providing pastoral care and upholding the timeless principles governing
Church life laid down in the Bible.

Crescent Church has a pastoral care team that visits members who are not able to attend
church services regularly and also provides pastoral support to members and their families
in times of illness and bereavement.

Overseas Mission

Crescent Church has a long history of supporting overseas mission. A number of missionary
families from the Crescent are serving the Lord across the world in South Africa, Spain and
Europe. A good deal of fellowship life focuses on supporting overseas mission. One of our
ladies’” ministries is centred on the support of Christian missionaries across the world. We
send teams of young people out most summers to spend time with our missionaries, and in
July 2023 we sent a team of 11 to Durres in Albania to run a series of Kids Clubs and support
the local church. In August 2023 we ran a community outreach week with a team of 40
people from our Church running a series of events which they invited members of the public
to culminating in a musical concert and family barbeque, both of which were well supported
by the local community.

Our Mission activity is structured around a number of areas:

1. Commended missionaries — sent out from the Church, and supported financially by
the Church, to serve the Lord in various regions of the work building His church
throughout the world,

2. Three 3-year mission projects: 2 students at IBEI Bible College in Italy, a church
planting project in Argentina and a Bible Education Service (BES) schools project in
Ireland.

3. One 1-year mission projects: Support for Waakisa pregnancy crisis centre Uganda,
Bangladesh Theological Training, Reach — Friends International in Ireland

4. Mission partners — on-going mission projects and missionary organisations
supported by members of our church through ear-marked giving including Mission
Albania (TekUra), Echoes of Service, Waakisa Ministries, Tear Fund, St. Nicholas
Children’s home Kenya, South Belfast Foodbank and Sandes.

We also send members of our Bible teaching team into the mission field for short periods, to
provide training of national Church leaders.

Family Values
Crescent Church tries to provide a supportive environment for couples who are doing the
most important job in the world — raising a family.



We provide fellowship opportunities for women to spend time together. Our Overseas Link
group normally meets once a month on a Monday night to enjoy a varied programme
focussed on mission. We have recently initiated a women’s Bible study programme which
has been well supported over the year and number continue to grow.

Youth Activities
Young people need the right sort of social context in which to develop. They need to get out
and about, develop a network of friends, and learn from good role models.

The Crescent operates an extensive youth programme. About 200 children and young
people pass through Crescent youth works each week. We are part of a world-wide church-
based organization called “rallies”. Every Boys Rally (EBR) and Every Girls Rally (EGR) are
based on Christian principles and seek to cater for the physical, educational, social and
spiritual needs of its members. The word ‘every’ is important: our rallies are open to
everyone irrespective of background, religion or ability.

A typical night will include sports and team games; an informal educational session and an
epilogue on real-life issues based on the teaching of the Bible.

The Church operates other youth activities as well as the rallies — a Youth Fellowship
(Crescent Youth or CY), Bible School and Bible Class (Crescent Kids or CK). All our workers
operate under the auspices of the Church’s Child Protection and Safeguarding policies.

Crescent young people are encouraged to become part of the church’s community life,
rather than live in a separate sub-culture. During the month of August our services are
designed primarily to support children and teenagers. Our aim is to facilitate the
development of relationships across the generations so that young people will be supported
and encouraged by the adults in the Church.

Student Ministries
Crescent is situated at the heart of the student scene which has grown up around Queen’s
University Belfast.

The Crescent Bible teaching team places a particular emphasis on apologetics, helping us
“give a reason for the living hope within us”. We have a student support team available
throughout the week to help and equip students.

The Church operates a ministry in conjunction with Queens University Belfast Christian
Union which is attended by on average 30 students. It is designed to cater to the needs of
International students.

We also provide a student lunch on a Wednesday, in partnership with the Queen’s
University Chaplin.

Other activities
There are a number of other activities that take place on a regular basis, including:

“Rooted” Bible teaching and fellowship for approximately 20 to 25 young adults;



- English Language Class meets on a Wednesday to teach English to non-English
speakers living in the vicinity of the Church. This class continues to be well attended.

- A number of our members actively volunteer with South Belfast Foodbank — Trussel
Trust, and the food collection is supported by the wider congregation.

- A number of our members are involved in ‘Community Chaplins’ — offering offer
spiritual care, pastoral support to individuals within the local community.

Financial review

Total receipts on unrestricted funds were £311,170. Restricted donations of £95,049 were
also received, giving a total income of £406,219. which is detailed in the Financial
Statements.

The car park continues to be let from Monday to Friday, providing gross income of £17,216.

£177,006 was spent to support the Christian ministry from Crescent Church, and £112,113
was spent on the running of the church. A total of £6,108 was spent on refurbishment work
around the church.

The net result for the year was an excess of receipts over expenditure of £109,312. Adding
the bank balance brought forward at the beginning of the year, the balances carried forward
at 30™ June 2024 totalled £549,627 (including £140,000 transferred to Kingdom Bank as the
building fund)

A building fund account was opened with Kingdom Bank which has been set aside to
towards the future work on the church building and infrastructure.

Reserves policy

The Finance committee policy is to maintain a balance of unrestricted funds (if possible),
which equates to two months unrestricted payments, equivalent to approximately £50,000,
to cover emergency situations that may arise from time to time. The balance of unrestricted
funds of £409,566 (equates to current account £549,627 plus the Kingdom Bank balance
£140,000), was in excess of this target.

Structure, governance and management

The method of appointment of Trustees of Crescent Church is set out in the Declaration of
Trust for Crescent Church. At Crescent Church there are currently thirteen Trustees who are
accountable for the management and administration of the charity. In accordance with the
Declaration of the Trust the Trustees have delegated their powers to a committee of elders
who are responsible for the spiritual leadership of the Charity.

The Trustees met twice during the year. The elders meet on the 2" and 4 Monday of each
month. Given the wide responsibilities of the eldership, the elders have created a number of
committees, each dealing with a particular aspect of church life. These committees which
include Ministry, Mission, Evangelism, Youth and Finance are all responsible to the elders
and report back to the elders regularly, with minutes of their deliberations being received
by the elders and discussed as necessary.



Reference and administrative details
Crescent Church is situated at 6 University Road, Belfast, BT7 1NH.

Crescent Church is a charity registered with the Charity Commission Northern Ireland.
Trustees who have served from 1%t July 2023 until the date this report covers are:

Mr George Glass (elder) Chairman of Trustees
Mr Robert Abraham (elder)

Mr David Bingham (retired elder)
Mr Norman Boyd (elder)

Mr James Crookes (elder)

Mr Tony Cullen (elder)

Mr Jason Donaldson (elder)

Mr David Farrell (elder)

Mr Johnny Graham

Mr William Johnston (elder)

Mr Neville McMullan (elder)

Mr Mark McNeice

Serious incident reporting
No serious incidents or other matters occurred that needed to be brought to the Charity
Commissions attention.

Exemptions from disclosure
No exemptions from disclosure were applied for.

Funds held as custodian trustee on behalf of others
Crescent Church does not administer the funds of any other entities.



Schedule 1.
Statement of Faith

Here at Crescent Church, we seek to understand and live by the Bible, to give everyone the
opportunity to become mature and devoted followers of Jesus Christ. We live in a world full
of different religious beliefs (or no beliefs), and so the following points define the core
beliefs and practices of the church.

The Bible, as originally given, is the verbally inspired by God. Through it God speaks to us
and every word is infallible. It is our only authority for what we believe and practice.

There is only one God, revealed in the Bible as three persons, the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. These three are One God, co-eternal and co-equal.

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, became man, being conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. He is perfect and eternal God, and perfect sinless man.

God created man, male and female, in his image and likeness. Because man sinned,
universal sinfulness and guilt renders everyone subject to God’s righteous wrath and
condemnation.

The death of the Lord Jesus Christ upon the cross was on behalf of sinners and a sacrifice to
God and a propitiation for remission of sin. Through His sacrificial death there is redemption
from the guilt, penalty and power of sin. He is the only mediator between God and man.

On the third day after His crucifixion, the Lord Jesus Christ was raised in His physical body
from the death. He was seen alive by his disciples during the forty days after His
resurrection and in His risen glorified body.

He ascended into heaven to the right hand of God the Father and is now the all-sufficient
High priest of His people.

The Lord Jesus Christ will personally return to raise the dead in Christ and they together
with living believers will meet Him and reign with Him.

Salvation is not by works but through repentance for sins and faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of
God alone. By an act of God’s undeserved mercy, the believing sinner is forgiven all his sins,
is justified before God, receives eternal life and is accepted as righteous in His sight.

At death the spirit of man does not cease to exist or become unconscious. The dead will be
raised either to eternal life or eternal separation from God

There will be final judgment for those who have not been saved and whose names are not
found in the Book of Life.



The Holy Spirit convinces individuals of their sin and leads them to faith in Jesus Christ and
makes them alive in Christ. He indwells every Christian, producing in them holiness of living,
good works and increasing likeness to Christ in character and behaviour, and empowers
them to witness in the world.

There is one Universal Church, the body of Christ. Into the body of which the Lord Jesus
Christ is head, all Christians have been baptised in the Holy Spirit.



Schedule 2.

Statement of Accounts for year ended 30 June 2024

CRESCENT CHURCH BELFAST
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT
YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2024

2024 Z023
REVEMUE RECEIFTS £ £ E £
Genamal ZI7.002 153597
Earmarked &58,348 E54EE
Tax Refumnds on Gift Aid 43,891 340,401 E7.314 346476
Car Park Fass 17,116 17,424
Other In<ome 23,103 13312
Uncashed Cheques - -
Bank Interest - 40,318 - 32,737
Internatiorsl Aid 2,813 6,829
TOTAL REVENUE RECEIFTS 323,334 386,058
REVEMNUE PATMENTS
Crescent Missionary Gifts 5 EEd 43010
Oversens Fartners 21,333 4z124
Homie Partners 3,703 5323
Mor-Crescent Work 15,082 15541
IntErnatioral Aid E.147 127,933 - 115,300
Mimistry 7.090 12438
Youth &ctivities 13,715 2184
Student Ministries B72 250
Missionary Confersnos - -
Suncay School/Bible Class 50.58 1,380
Soecal Events 17,695 25169
Commaunity Outresch 7,243 -
Rallies 2,023 43,031 1,833 47,080
Commanications 723 3,720
Pr'l'rt'm;. S‘tntiun:rr' & Adwcr‘ﬁn'rﬁ 4,478 5227
Catering 1,600 2798
Cleaning & Caretalking 2,785 3228
Untilkies L 15364
Mlimibusss 1,637 1063
Inmsrance B, 343 7472
Bu'll:l'n; and Genera.lF:zpuir: 18,292 11288
Miscelarzous 7,472 1411
Salaries and Wares 36,238 33123
Frestance Miniztry Woek 1,508
ITand office supplies 2,998 384
Unigentified payments
Rent 27 113,113 25 91,815
TOTAL REVENUE EXFENDITURE 283,115 234,155
REVENUE RECEIFTS LESS EXFENDITURE 52,413 131,855
CAPITAL INCOME AND EXPEMDITURE
Bu'll:l'n; Fund Income I2E5% 13,450
Loan Drawdown - 12,685 - 18,480
Cupitnl Equip'nerrt - 1,043
Professicnal Fass 4,620 3,188
HeEw B-I.I-I\:I'lH'| Costs & 108 3,330
Lioan HEPﬂ.‘r‘mEnt - 7,788 14 B37 - 8,737 5,723
EXCESS OF RECEIPTS OVER PAYMENTS 105,312 141 522
Dp-eninﬁ Balamce &t 11ur|.-2m 440,313 252,593
CII:ISI-HE" Balance at 30 Jume 2024 33,627 440,313
REFRESEMNTED BY:
Petty Cash Azcount BL 268
Current Acoount 405 S6E 440 048
r{inEuom Eanik - Hi;her Fate resare 100,000 -
Eingdom Eank - Mo Notice acoount 40,000 -

345,627 440316
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