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At a Glance

Background of the Report

FWIN was established in 1994 by Derry City Council who
recognized that women were working away in their local
communities however there was no cross over or engagement
between or across the divide and thus the network was
established to bring women together to build relationships

and begin the road to reconciliation.

The focus of the charity's work is to provide a supportive place
for women and women's groups to meet from all the different

neighborhoods’ and venues over Derry/Londonderry.

Such gatherings have provided opportunities for women to
discuss health issues, educational matters and politics.
Women are also given the platform to try new ideas, make
new contacts and friends and to offer and exchange

information.

. FWIN
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Co-ordinator's Report

Achievements and Performance
2022-2023

RISP - Consortium delivering regional support for women in areas of

disadvantage and rural areas:
FWIN are one of the 7 partners involved in the consortium which
engages with a range of key decision makers and funders on behalf of
the women’s sector, provides support to groups and distributes
information and provide bespoke training, carry out research and have
better evidence of issues which impact women.

Information, Communication and Engagement is a big part of FWIN'’s

networking. FWIN send out weekly information bulletins every Friday to

over 200 women online. FWIN post out monthly news sheets to 150
women in hardcopy and 200 online via Mailchimp equalling 1050
women per month. Our reach is wide and we also have a Facebook
page, Twitter, Instagram account and up-to-date webpage.

Christmas Appeal:
FWIN supported over 250 children this year in our campaign and we
would like to thank those involved for their support and generosity
during these most difficult times. We partnered with our members,
local businesses, and Downtown Radio Cash for Kids Christmas Mission.

Other Activities:
FWIN engage with the following organisations by either sitting on their

boards or by inviting them to come along and speak to our members:

e Peace Plus Partnership Board

* APEX Board

e Glencree - Women and Peacebuilding

e Libraries NI

e Anti-Poverty Network

¢ John and Pat Hume Foundation - Peace Summit

@ rwi
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Chairperson's Report

I’m delighted to present FWIN’s 30th AGM Report. As you
are all aware, FWIN celebrated their 30th birthday in
March with an amazing conference attended by over 200

women in the Guildhall.

FWIN is growing from strength to strength in numbers, we
have over 1000 online members as well as 150 postal

members.

One of the most challenging aspects is funding and FWIN
are finding it extremely difficult to attract funding for
those Connect programmes, for example, the Summer
Splash Programme and this is one that women miss the
most. We will endeavour to try and secure funding to

continue this in the future.

FWIN also has some new and exciting programmes
scheduled to begin in September, which will be

advertised in the forthcoming months.

FWIN would like to thank all our members for their support
throughout the year but I’'m sure you will agree with my
appreciation with the hard work that the staff and board
continue to carry out in order to support and deliver
programmes and projects for local women in the north

west area.

7 @ rwn
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FWIN Management
Committee & Staff
2022-2023

Staff:
Catherine Cooke, Co-ordinator
Mary Harkin, Finance and Administration Manager
Hannah Thompson, Communication, Policy &

Engagement Officer

Committee:
Marie Coyle (Chair)

Emma Downey

Bernie Mahon
Patricia Lewsley
Siobhan Brinkley
Megan McKeever

Jean Gormley

Helena Downey
Emma Burns
Ann Donnelly
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