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Administrative Details

Registration

Registeted (08/05/2015) with the Charity Commission for Northern lreland: NIC102433
Registered with HM Revenue & Customs as a charrty: XN48653

Contact

Principal Address: 131 Silr.erbirch Road
Bangor
(,o. Dor,"-n

BT19 6FA

i1-\yp:-1iked)ifsh-clrr.1rq-l1,-c-s!lWebsite:

Trustees

MrJ S Boardman
Mr A Hair
Mr C F Lougheed
Mt I S McCullough

Constitution & Governance

Silverbirch Evangelical Church or SEC is an independent local church dating back to
the late 19th century when it was known as Hoiborn Ha1l. The church is currently
constituted by a tust Deed dated 04 October 2018 which replaced the previous governing
documents of 22 February 2015 and15 October2012.

The tustees have legal tesponsibiJity fot the church and meet at least turice a year.
Day-to-day oversight of its affats, with agreed terms of reference, is delegated to three
committees, one of elders, one of deacons and the Premises Committee. Each of these
committees may delegate responsibilities futher tn any way that is conducive to the
administration of the chadty.
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Purposes of the Charity

T'he church rvas set up to acivance the gospel of Jesus Christ, both in beiief ald faith and
in the outrvorkins of that faith in practicai terms for the benefit of the lr,or1d at iarge. T'his
is reflected in its \tision Statement:

"'Io be a grou.ing and maturing communitr. of belier-crs united bv devotion to -]esus
Christ as Lord, lor-e to one another and knorving, obq,ing and proclaimrng the Word of (lod
w-hile seeking to reach out to our neighbourhood rvith all thc rcsources Clod has gir-en us."

It applies its incomc and energies to the foliorving objects:

a. 'Ib adr.ance the gospel <>f Jesus (-hrist amon€i the general public, in accordance
u.ith biblical princrples and practice both in the LII{ ancl abroad in a manner
consistent u.,ith thc church's statemeflt of faith;

b. To prcvent ot tclier.e po\re{tv among those in hardship;
c. T<r teLier.,e those in nced due to thetr aclvetse circumstanccs; and
cl. Tcr ach,ance education among those rvho are unablc to ar.ail of education duc to

thrir rdr t'rsc circulnstances.

Statutory Guidance Statement

The Trustees hereby confum that this report has been prepared in the light of "The
Charities (Accounts & Reports) Regulations (tJI) 2015" and agreed with full regard to the

Commission's Public Benefit Requirement statutory guidance.

Fulfilment of Purposes

Purpose a) \X/hile it is difficult to assess achievements when the putpose is spiritual and

qualitative in nature, it is clear that the members of the church are a vtbratt community who
seek to share their faith both individually and collectively through activities within and

outside of the church. People have come to faith for the frst time and members have been

reinforced in their faith through Bible teaching and associated activities. Two members have

continued to serve with Chdstian otganisations in Northern keland, in supporting students.

During the period SEC has continued to support some Christian workers whose

sphere of service is outside Northern Iteland. Out missionary famtly is fully active in
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Moldova and under the auspices of their local church, arc engaged in shadng the gospel and
meeting dre needs of an impovetished local people.

The Trustees gain personally ftom the teaching of the church in fulfrlling this purpose
but only in the same u/ay as afly member of the church, or indeed of the public.

Purpose b) & c) Members of the congregation glve generously to fi.rlfil these purposes
and their donations have allowed us to tespond to needs, as they have arisen, where people
find themselves in hardship for whatever reasofl. Any potential harm by causing individuals
to tely on the support has been mitigated by its temp oraty nature. Supply is criteria-driven
and controlled, and so only issued in the case of genuine emergencies. The church continues
to support alocal foodbankwith donations of foodstuff on a regular basis.

The work of out missionaries in Moldova ard of our members responsible for Shades
of Hope has also contributed significantly to these purposes.

Putpose d) In keeping with its policy of providing opportunity for the congregation
to support at least one Thfud \){/orld chaity, the church agalrr provtded regular financial
support to Shades of Hope, an otganisation set up to promote the welfare of children in
Uganda by removing them from the dangets of living on the streets and providing activities
for their development. Shades of Hope envisions alJgandan community where all people
irrespective of their wealth and backgtound, have access to the fundamental needs of life,
including education and donates funds for school fees, uniforms, meals and school supplies.

Activities and Achievements

2022 was a yeat that saw a recovery
activides retutned to normal and attendance

ftom the COVID-19 pandemic in that most
at Sunday serwices was restored. Some new

activities commenced.
Each year the leadership of every activity in the church report to the Trustees and

Eiders who in turn collate these responses in a fi;lI teport to the congregatiofl 
^s 

a whole on
the activities carded out during the year. The following summarised reports are based on
that Annual Repott and are offered here to give a fuller understanding of how the church
pufposes and objectives are addressed.

The repotts show that people are being added to the church, members are stepping up to
give sacdficirlly "f their time and effort to see the Christian message proclaimed and people
encoutaged, God's wotd is being taught'and out young people are growing in their
knowledge and love of the Lord.

Please note that the teporting period fot the Charrqr Commission coincides with the
financial year for the chutch, but that the reporting period fot most of the activities of the
church rrrns ftom September to April, but it is to be hoped that despite this disconnect the
reports will give an insight into the regular activity of the church.
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Tree Tots
Tree Tots had a busr., but fun-fillcd year rvith 50* chilclren ancl ,i0 adults on a u,eekl) basis
for crafts, plar,, snack and singing. Throrigh rveekly interactioa rve have built up reiauonships
rvith the children and thcrr parcflts or carers. It has been vu-onderfui to u,atch ali the children
gtorv through the vear and gain confidcncc in socialising w'ith others and rvatching their
personalities der-elr>p. Parents have erprcsscd thcir gratefulness in having somew-here to
come ancl har-e a chance to speak to other adults, get a cup of tea and coffec made fot thcm
as rvell as enjoving the scones, ir,-hrch ahvavs go down u.eil! \X,'e had a coupie of spcciai
e\-ents throLrsh()ut tire ys21; Santa visiung the childrcn at our Christmas parfi. and an end-of-
year partt- complete rvith bouncl. castle and inflatable plav arca.

Missionary Focus
Our missionarv focus comprises manl, {iff"tent rvays of pror.iding the church opportunrties
to learn more about ancl support missionary work ovcrscas both practicallv and through
informcd pra\rer. -I'he Ladies N{issionary Group had just one r-isiting speakcr, N{ari11'6

Campbcll of T.arr'bia currcntil- inr.olr.cd in organising and or-crsccing a building project.

Containets are stiil bcrng scnt out to Africa, so SEC has beer able to send parcels to Zambia
as in the past. I'hcsc containcd clothing anci gifts -'vhich could be useci as Sundar, School
prizes. Others held babv lavettes, each one madc up w-ith krutted or crocheted itcms as u,ell
as nappies and babr. toiletries to bc gir-cn to ne\r,- mothers in the N{aternitv Hospital.

As in prer.ious vears wc also pror.ided packages for thc Scamen's Christmas parccls.

distributed in Rclfast port.

As rvc1l as missionar\, f<rcus for ladics, there har-e been a flumbcr of othet opportunities t<-,

support and icarn of mission rvork b1, the widet fellorvship. ,\t a coffee e\-ent $,e learnt
about Nleninadanca rvhich is a charitr, r.r,hich ,x,orks u,ith trafficked ancl r-ulnerable r.oung girls
trt Brazl.'I'hc group rvho came included \roullg womt:n rvho irad been rcscued through the

proglammc and ther. told their own \rerv moving stories. There was a str()nEl sensc that rvhat

is being donc is an outrvotking of Goci's l<x-e in dcsperate situations.
At another coffcc morning rve hcard from a itudcnt horv she u,-as just about to lcave for her

Gap rrear aboard Operation Niobilization's Logos Hope. Lir.ing on a ship rvith manr'

different nationalitics has specific challenges; there arc practical issucs, thete is adjustment to
drfferent cuiturcs, there is rvorking in conf,ined spaces, there atc storms anci seasickness, all
-with the aim of opemng up thc ship to iarge numbets of visitors in each pott. The ship haci

an amazing reception in lrac1, the ft-st opcmng into thc Arab rvorid.

()ther rcports included ncu,s from missionalies -uvho arc now back in (]reece and able to sta\'

for iongcr r.isits nrxv that travel resttictions har.e eascd. 'Ihey arc strl1 hear-i1v involveci u'ith
refugccs, anci are fina1lv able to s,ork on completing the camp ccntre which should bc in use

soo11.
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In the autumn we heard the moving and inspiring story of a rrrar. who turned to Chdst from
a Muslim background. He continues to work on translations to provide literature for
teaching out to Muslims.

The emphasis on teaching and ptoducing literature was also one of the aspects highlighted
when we had the repott from Mission Aftica (1\{A). \X/otking in Burkina Faso, Chad, Nigeria
and Kenya within the different contexts of exffeme poverty and wealth, the usefulness of
Iiterature and the need for teaching is a definite focus for the Mission.

Renewed contact was made when 'I(ids4school' came along to update us ofl the ongoing
projects in Tanzanta. It was 5 years since we last heard from the organisation and it was so
encoutaging to hear of the child sponsotship programmes, the water pudfication equipment
that has been installed, the building projects and the new administration block that is now
well under way in thatpafi of the wodd.

Home Group
Our home group meets each Thursday evening from September to June each year. The
group numbers 14 with usually at least 1,0-1,2 n attendance each week. After tea and coffee
and a shott time of prayer we then l,:rave a Bible study. This year we have been working our
way through 1 Corinthians. \il7e always seek to give time to discuss each passage in iine with
the level of contribution made by the group membets. Accordingly, we can sometimes
spend an entire week on a single question while at other times we cafl cover several in one
evening. As we have discovered ovet the patallel ministry on 1 Corinthiafls on Sundays there
have been tr,any pracl:.cal and challenging issues to address. It has proved to be a real
blessing fot the group as a whole and we look forward to whatever will follow when our new
seasorl begins in the autumn.

SEC on Sunday
Our regular worship and teaching serwice was
ptoved essential through the pandemic is sti1l
teaching programme.
DVDs and audio CDs ate also produced and distdbuted to those without Internet access
who are unable to be present.
Additional teaching was achieved by links to online audio teaching being emailed out each
Saturday evening.

SEC Children's Chutch
Numbers this past yearhave vaded considerably, with occasional visitors adding to the total
which remains small due to a lack of children of the appropnate age. We endeavour to
provide age-appropnate and engaglng follow-up activities and discussion to reinforce the
lessons and the younger childten in particular enjoy the practical activities. This year we have
used a variety of resources (books and DVDs)

back to normal n 2022 but technology that
used to extend the teach and impact of our
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\fi'e had a 2022 summertime Bible craft, rvhen a Bible verse or storv was illustratcd bv fun
ctaft actir-ities and in autumn rve foiiorvcd the church plan, exploring the stor1, ef -Joseph and
his familv on theu man\i adr.entures. For otir Natir-ifi,, the children told thc Christmas story
in thcir o\vn wofds as a pfe-recorded l-oice-or-er to so with their vidcocd actions.
In the New- Ycar, the children looked at somc of the 

^m.^zittll 
miracles of -lesus and

ciiscovcred that FIe has autholity svsl nature, ciisease and death and has powcr to pror-ide
and to sar.c bccause he is the Son of Cod. -fhis led into the storv of Easter and an
opportunitv to givc the children trvc> Easter Storv Puzzle pamphlets from the (]ood Book
Compan1,.

After Easter, we remembered horv l)eter met Jesus, hou. he learned from Jesus, horv he
betraved Jesus and hou, hc rvas fotgir-en anci gir.en a job to do. \l'e are now expionng some
of the exciting things that Peter and his fricnds in the early church dj.cl.

Schools Work

Scripturc Linion Fl3 Schools Workers have the amazrr.g opportunitr,, of leading school
asscmblies, supporting SLj groups and taking a varieh,. of lcssons in schools all over NI. SEC
takes the opportuni6' to support this work both financiallv and through r.,olunteering.

For erample Ballvmagee Primarl, helcl three "Amazins Jesus" lessons rvith nvo I)5 classes.
'I'hese fun, intcracti.r-c lcssons include actnities such as clttizzes, chailenges and drama and
present three mitaclcs of -Jcsus - Fceding 5000, Calming the Storm and Hcaling of Blincl
Bartimaeus. Othcr lcssons w'ere designed to help P7 children to prcpare for the changes,

choiccs and chailenges as therr mor-e to post primarv school. T'he 'It's \bur N{ovc' book
rvhich cach child receir-ecl, is clescribed as '1,ert secondarv schooi surr-ir.al guide' anci is fuli
of practical tips to heip the flrst days and v'eeks go smoothlr,. 'I'hcse books are fundcd b1,

SE,C. T'hc lessons encoura€le the chiidrcn to look f<rnvarcl to an e-xciting stege rn their iir-es

rvhile the storics of Daniel and Joshua heip them to sec hou, the\r might cope rvrth the
challenges ahcad.

"The Amazing Journer-" is run br. Baptist Youth and returned to schools foilowing Cor'id.
The chrldrcn \vere taken on a journer, through thc Bibie as ther moved ar()und a large central

displar,. At r.arious stages thc chiidren met and heatd llible Characters telling their storics.

Children had an opportunih, to dress up in Riblc time costumcs ancl taste Rible ume food.
trach child received an r\mazinu Journcv pack includrng follou,- up actrvities and a copl' of
Luke's gospel plus inr.itauors to our Holiclav Biblc Club, to SFIC I{icls or for P7s, SF.C

Youth.
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SEC Youth
Each Friday night we meet with around 15-20 yowngpeople. Although this is a small group,
only atound 5 or 6 have any chutch connections and the rest are friends that people have
invited or people that we have got to know over the years. Some of these young people are
learning about Jesus for the ftst time or have maybe only heard stories as young children or
in school. This is a real7y exciting opportunity to be able to share both what it means to be a
Christian and also to share who Jesus is and why that impacts our lives. \7e start each Fdday
night by having time to talk to the young people and have a tuck shop which has been a real
success this year. This is a gre^t time to hear how their week has been andit has been so
encoutaging to see them feeling comfortable to share with us and each other.

After this, one of the SEC Youth leaders gives a short ta1k. Throughout the year we have
Iooked at various themes of how God makes a difference in our lives when it comes to
change, woffy, fotgiveness etc. $7e have also looked at what it means to love one another by
going through 1 Codnthians 1,3:4-7. Since Easter we have then been looking at the seven "I
am" statements of Jesus to fty and show the young people who Jesus really is and why this
should impact our lives. This has been a real highlight with many of them saying "I am the
Good Shepherd" as one that has really stood out to them.

There have been many encouraging conversations and questions with the young people
feeling more open to shate. Some have been saying how they have been seeing God-wtrking
in their lives throughout this year.

Games included rounders, dodgeball, messy games and trips to mini golf or for ice cream.
'We are so blessed with a group of young people who care for andlove one another and who
welcome new people in so welll

Youth Fellowship meets two Sunday nights a month. Although thete are only around 5 or 6
young people who attend, this is a gre t opportunity to go deeper into Bible studies and
pnyer. \il7e seek to approach this tn a way that serves the young people in our church well
and allows them to deepen their faith to be lifelong disciples.

Young Adults Bible Study
This is organised for young people in the church who seek to grow in their knowiedge of
God and undetstanding of the Scriptures. We started this year with bi-weekly Bible ,todi.,
in the book of Acts and averaged 6-8 people attending each time. We also introduced'Study
tiangles/Squares'. These are small groups of 3-5 people who meet regularly. We have
strategically placed experienced people in each group to help lead and discrple others in a
peer discipleship fotmat. \We have thtee male and three female groups currently witb 24
peoole engaged. It has been encoutaging to hear what this smaller group format has meant
to those fot whom a Larger group was intimidating. The groups meet at times which suit
their membets which meafls almost all. are committed to attend. \We have started with all
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grollps studr,ing the book of James and rve have been blcsscd talking through this \-cr),
practrcal book of thc Bible.

In-Reach
The in reach team recognise that rvc all long to beiong, we were createci to lir.e in
communiq,, and rve thdve w'hen rve are connected rvith feilorv bclicr.crs in godlv communirr'.
Communitl is rvhere rve fotm reiationships and friendships r.vith other belier-ers, support
cach othcr, build social cutrencl,, hal.e fun together and en.lov the familv of Clocl. 'l'he in
reach team's goal is to encourage an atmosphere of communitt,rvithin thc church.

Irt2022 rve hostecl Shinefest and enjoyed an evening ilterecting u,ith fanriiv and fliends from
the church and the locai communiry Th,rs was an opportunitv for us to host ancl r,.,,elcome

peopie into the church for a fun alternatir.e to Hallorveen. For men we had a Ptzza and
V/orld Cup football night, and for thc u..omen in the run up to Christmas \vc cnjovcd a

rvreath making rvorkshop.

Christmas sarv the return of Carols in the Car-park aiongside a r-alietr'. of other (lhristmas

events in church. \X'e have hosted two board game nights, celebtated l\Iothcr's I)av and
Father's Dar,., hostecl an end of t-eat parqr, had a Saturdav morning rvalk and coffee at

Crarvfordsbutn ancl stalted a r.-isitation tcam. 'l'his visitation team started before Christmas
u,ith the clelir-erv of Christmas baskcts to those rvho mav find getting out more challcnging
and continuecl in the rlln up to Flastcr u,ith trcat basket delivedes. Additionalh,, outside of
thcse times u,e har.e had people r.isiting otirers morc regurlarlri These times spcnt tosether
often u,ith a cup of tea are a dehght, hearing stories, talkrns about what pcople har.e been

reading in God's \fr,irrcl and at timcs ptal,ing together has been really encouraging.

\rX,'c are excited for the rvork God has bcen cioing ancl continues to do in buriding c.,lntnuttit\'
r.vithin our church as rve reach into our conuregation and out into our rvider comlnunit\'.

SEC Kids
'l'his :rcaciemrc )-ear lvc started up a ne\\r kid's ciub fcrr ai1 childrcn in primarv scl-rooi - 'SE,C

triids'. We met evctr, Frid.r- night from Nor-cmber to the eird of June. fjach night rr,e start
rvith games such as rela\, face", obstaclc courses and parachllte games. 'l'hese games rvould
inciucle all the childrcn, u,ith some 1 to 1 games, like Conncct-4, frrr those urho preferred to
sit out. tiTe har.c a Bible storr', quiz, songs and occasionallr' craftu'otk.

We used a book called "I AN{ - ,10 Reasons to'lrust God" for out rreeklv storl'. Each night
rve had a quiz. andf or a craft to help recap the storv. T'he leaders had lc>ts of crertir-e quiz
ideas and challcnges for the children once thel had ansrvered a question, u,-hich thel reai\,
cnjoyed. Craft timc r.vas also a grcat opportunitl, to chat to the childrcn and build
rclauonships rvith thcm.
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We had a few theme/party nights throughout the year; we made soda bread pizzas, a sign
using the chjldten's painted handprints; we had a nartvity themed pass-the-parcel and a visit
from Santa at our Christmas Patty; for Valentine's Day and Pancake Tuesday we made heart
shaped waffles and pancakes and for St. Pamick's Day and Mother's Day we decorated
biscuits.

\We were also able to welcome parents in for tea, coffee and treats wh.ilst club was on.

Holiday Bible Week
There were over 100 children through the church doots for a week rn J"ly for our HoJiday
Bible Club week.

Our club theme was Lego and the title 'ICngdom Builders' and through the week we looked
at 4 Bible stories with the children:
o The Master Builder: The Creation Story;
o The Boat Builder: The Story of Noah;
o The House Builders: The \X/ise and Foolish Builders;
o The Mansion Builder: Based onJohn 14:2-6.

The Family Fun Night was well supported by friends and relatives of the children, and there
was a shott talk for the children and theit parents. There was also a progralnme of stories,
quizzes, craft, memory verses and much mofe.

Alpha
Alpha at SEC, now in its second year, rnetweekly over 

^ 
13 week pedod. Each week around

25 people attended, 5 of whom were rlew to the church. r,)7e were pleased to welcome others
from SEC who conftibuted to the discussions and conversations atound topics covered by
the Alpha course. Some of our own young people attended leading to a renewed
commitrnent. Some of our guests exptessed interest in a follow up and some have continued
to engage with us either through Sunday services, our church ministries or coffee catch ups.

The Turtle family - Moldova
The frilI-scale invasion of Ukraine by Russia brought fear and uncertainty to Moldova. As
the refugees poured into Moldova, the local churches and OM mobilised to help these
despetate people. As heart bteaking as it was to hear their stories and see families displaced
and separated by war) it was wonderful to see Christians working togethei and
demonsffating God's love ptactically. Many opportunities arose to share our faith and we
know that some of the Ukrainian refugees came to faith in Jesus.

11
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Our time ia Critileni came t() an encl and the mo\-e t() $oldinegti has pror-eci to be a good
one. !(/e har.e a nerv church famrlri the gds har-e friencls and the Pastor has a hcart and
r.ision for church planting. W'e rvere able to start a new chilciren's program and outreaclr
mccting in Cotiujenii. When rve started there were four beiievers in the r.iilase but norv thete
are sevcn. ,\t thc childrcn's program rve ha\.e 10-12 kids each Fridav and Saturdari Thanks
to our gcncrous supporters \\ie are also able to give the childten a simple meal at each

mecting. Othcr activitres include slrmmer children's camps, summer outreach and
er.angelism.

Shades of Hope
A tnp to Ll{rarcla pror.icled the opportuniw to catch up w'ith the on-going rvork in Shacles of
Flope and the wori{crs. \ile arc so thankful for their dechcauon to the rr'-r>rk anc1, morc
especiall1,, to thc children. J-ikc every chariq', Shades of Hope has been adr.ersely affectcd bv
escalating costs of materials as rveil as fuel pdces. The rvotkers must ttavcl to ancl ftom
I{ampaia and to the homcs of thc bo\,s to monitor progress and to keep a ciosc rvatch on
the r.atious pr()gfalnmes and rve rccompcnsc their costs. School materials, cost of meals and
mcciical bills are all increasing but rvc arc prioritising the slrpport and u.clfare of the children
ab<x.e ai1 eIse.

\y'e havc 1lJ0* r,oung peoplc bcing supported through our Child Sponsorship pr()grammc.
Somc 13 bo\rs nou.. occup\: our'HalFuvav House'and har-e been placccl in a partnering schooi
reccir.ing an education r,,,hile awaiting rcsettiement if dccrnecl nppropriltc. \(/e har-e

supported 3 busincss start ups o1.cr the year gir.ing people the mcans and the dignitv of
supporting therr-rselr.cs and theit families by pror-iding materials to begin small businesses.

!ile arc e\.er thankfui to those u,ho pray for us, for those w-ho sponsor children and for the

support of the SF.C fellorvship, u,ithout w-hich Shades of Hope w-ould not be possible.

Foodbank Bangor
SEC continues its affihation rvith Bangor -t'oodbank and has continued to pror-ide food
cionations.

Risk Management

L) Financial
The Trustees are coflteflt with the financial tesults fot the yeat. The church relies almost

exclusively on income received from the fteewill offerings of the congregation, given as the

outworking of their faith, to maintain the church activities and to express theit love and

coflcerrr for others. As such, generating income is not a primaty objective of the chutch.

1.2
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Both income and expenditure were up in comparisofl to the previous yeat, and once again
expenditure outpaced income. Trustees are awzLre that this trend will need to be managed
prudently and some attention given to encourage greater regular income. Although the
current balance is low, financial projections show that they wi1l be able to meet all on-going
commitments in the year ahead. Apptopriate measures are Tflplace regarding the hardling oi
cash and the use of the church accounts.

2) RunurATroNAL

The members of the chutch fellowship are committed to the nurturing, protectiflg and
safekeeping of the children and young people entrusted to its care. The safety of children
a1d young people in SEC is paramount. Volunteers take time to build appropdate
relationships with attendees.

All volunteers involved in children's work and/or working with young people are required to
be 'cleated' by AccessNl. Likewise, trustees, elders and deacons require Enhanced
Disclosure certification.

SEC leaders and volunteets continue to be vigilant regarding the safety of the chjldren and
young people in their cate. There have been no safeguarding reports made in the pasr year.
In 2022 forty-one volunteets had completed, or were in the process of completing, their
Enhanced Disclosure. Today this number stands at 51, including those from outside SEC,
volunteedng with dris year's summer scheme.

It is planned that more advanced and bespoke traxiag, building on that undertaken in
March 2022, wtll be completed by end of 2024. Tailored training will provide scenarios for
group discussion to support volunteets in their identification ur,a management of
safeguarding situations.

The Trustees of Silverbirch Evangelical Church submit their Annual Repor

Stgned on behalf of the Trustees: (Ian McCullough)

13
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Appendix

SILVERBIRCH EVANGELICAL CHURCI{ (SEC)
STATEMENT OF FAITH

THE BIBLE:

The Bible, as originally given, is inspired by God. Through it God speaks to us and every
word is infallible. It is our only authority for what we believe and ptactice.

GOD:

There is onlr' one (lod rcrrcaled as three persons: the Fathcr, the Son and the Hoiv Spirit.
'I'hcsc three are one (iod, co-eternai and co-ec1ual.

THE LORD JESUS CHRIST:

'i'he LordJesus Christ, the Son of Cod, became man belng conceivcd b). th. Holr' Sprrit and

born of the \,rrgin NIarv. FIe is both eternal God and a perfect, sinless man. 'lhrough His
death on Cah-afl.'s cross FIe has pror.ided the u,av br. u,,hich sinful people can be reconciled
to a Holv Clod and btought into a right relationship rvith FIim. His death is the onlr sacrifice

f<rt sj.n and through it there is frccdom from both the guilt and penaltv of sin. On the third
da-v aftcr His crticifixion the Lold Jesus Christ rvas raiscd bodilv from the clead and, in His

risen glorihed bodv, FIe ascended into hcaven to thc right hand of (]od the Father from
u,here FIc w-r1l return in person for those r.vho har.e believed in Hrm, both Jrr.'ing and deaci,

and togethcr thev lvill be rrith Him forever.

MAN:

Nfan, created bv Gocl in His rmagc and likcness, sinned. As a resuit, ail men are sinful and

guiltr-bef<rre Clod and subject to His righteous s,,rath ancl condemnation.

14



Silverbirch Evangelicai Church 2022

SALVATION:

Salvation cannot be eatned nor is it deserwed but is God's fiee gift given when a percon
repents and trusts Jesus Chdst, acknowledgirg Him as both Saviour and Lord. As a

consequence they teceive complete forgiveness of sins, become a child of God and receive
eternal life which they can never lose. Those who remain unreperitant will not be saved but
will suffet eternal punishment tn a place ptepared by God following a final judgement.

THE HOLY SPIRIT:

The Holy Spirit indwells every believer from the moment of conversion. His major task is to
glodft the Lord Jesus Chdst in the life of the believet by increasing Christ-likeness in
chatacter and behaviour. It is the Holy Spirit who gives the power to fight sin and to witness
to the world. He also gives gifts to build up the church.

THE CHURCH:

There is one universal Church into which all believers are brought at the moment of
conversion. Its Head is the Lotd Jesus Christ. Thete are also local chutches within the
Church universal, of which we are one. The 1ocal chutch is made up of believers and has a

thteefold purpose:

To praise and worship God which ditects its focus upwards (this involves prayer and
communion).

To build itself up in love which directs its focus inwards (this involves among other
things the development and application of spiritual grfti.g).

To witness to the world which ditects its focus outwards (this involves both sharing
the gospel of God's grace and doing acts of kindness in His name to those in need).

It should keep ali three of these purposes in balance and seek to express each of them
through effective ministty. Membership of the loca1 church brings with it certain
responsibiJities, cenftal to which is obedience to the Lord's command to love one another as

He Himself has loved. This involves ptaying for one another, encouraging ofle another,
sharing one another's butdens, showing hospitality and actively carlng for each member of
the church. Responsibilities also include supporting the activities of the church and engaging
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in rcgular financial gir.ing. The iocai chulch is self-gor-erning under God, submittecl to F{is

'Word, the l-ordship of Christ and the guidance of thc Holr, Spirit.

ORDINANCES:

Wc obserr-e two ordinanccs i.e. Rapusm and the Lord's Suppcr. We beiier.e that er,.crl

pcrsoll rvho comes to pcrsonal faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is commanded to be baptiscd.

Baptism expresses rn svmbolic form the indi.r.idual's identr{icauon rvi.th Christ in His death,
burial and rcsurrectron. It marks obecliencc to.Jcsus Christ as Lord as the basis of a new lifc.
It is the prir-ilcge of er.ery belier-er to take bread and ,r,ine in remcmbrance of their I,ord,
thus proclarmrng FIis cleath until Hc returns. 'Io this meeting rve rr",eicome all rvho h'.rr.e come
to pcrsonal faith in the Lord Jcsus Chnst and rvho want to obey Ftrim.

LEADERSHIP:

-I'he local church has a number of cldcrs. 'l'he Flolr, Spirit calls and cluaiifies such men to be

cramples, teachcrs, pastofs and overseers rvho are to care f<rt the members of thc church
and maintain drsctpLnc in accordancc rvith the Word of God. It ts the responsibiiit,v of each

membcr to sllpport thcir elders in all matters of church life.
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