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Society for the Orphans and Children 
of Ministers and Missionaries of the 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would most sincerely like to thank all those congregations 
and individuals who have faithfully supported the work of the Society during the past year.   
 
Through your generosity, we continue to make a positive difference to the lives of the children 
and young people of our Ministers and Missionaries.     
 
I commend the work of the Society to you for your continued prayerful and financial support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Jason Nicholson 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
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President: Mr H. M. Orr, K.C. 

Honorary Secretary/Treasurer: Rev S. P. Moore, B.Sc., B.D., P.G.C.E. 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr J. G. Nicholson, B.A. (Hons) 
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AANNNNUUAALL  GGEENNEERRAALL  MMEEEETTIINNGG 
 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society for the Orphans and Children of Ministers and 
Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland was held in Meeting Room 7, Assembly 
Buildings, Belfast on Tuesday 11th March 2025 at 12 noon.  Arrangements for the meeting had 
been approved by the Board of Directors. 
 
Welcoming Directors and guests to the meeting, MMrr  MMaarrkk  OOrrrr,,  KK..CC..,,  President of the Society, 
illustrated the importance of the work of the Society by referring to his own experience of having 
been supported by the Society as a child, following the untimely death of his late father.  He 
continued: 
 
It gives me the greatest pleasure to welcome you all to the 152nd  Annual General Meeting of the 
Society for the Orphans and Children of Ministers and Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church in 
Ireland. 
 
I would now invite Rev Stephen Moore, Honorary Secretary and Treasurer of the Society, to 
present his Annual Report. 
 
TThhee  RReeppoorrtt  ooff  tthhee  HHoonnoorraarryy  SSeeccrreettaarryy  aanndd  TTrreeaassuurreerr  ooff  tthhee  SSoocciieettyy, was presented as follows: 
 
Matthew provides us with an insightful summary of the ministry of Jesus among the people of his 
day:  
 
35Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and healing every  disease and illness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he 
had compassion on  them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Ask 
the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’  

(Matthew 9:35-38) 
 
Jesus clearly prioritised the teaching and proclamation of the gospel message of salvation, but 
not to the exclusion of providing practical help and physical healing to those in need.  This reflects 
God’s concern for us in the wholeness and oneness of our humanity. 
 
It is so moving to see the deep compassion that lay at the heart of Jesus’ motivation as he 
discerns the lost and hopeless nature of the people he encounters.  He, the Good Shepherd who 
lays down His life for the sheep, cares for them regardless of whether they respond to his 
invitation to follow Him or not. 
 
However, He exercises particular compassion towards those sheep who respond to His call to 
follow Him, but who also experience suffering and sadness.  Jesus’ heart breaks when His 
disciples go through dark valleys, but He is the one who fulfils the promise of Psalm 23 by walking 
especially close to them on those parts of their journey which are overshadowed by despair and 
death. 
 
Furthermore, Jesus is deeply concerned to ensure that there are sufficient workers to engage in 
the harvest.  The existence of a support network for those workers and their families helps to 
encourage and foster a willingness to serve.   
 
So it is that the Society for the Orphans and Children of Ministers and Missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland continues to share in the ongoing ministry of Christ by providing 
practical support for those families of the under shepherds and harvest workers which are in 
distress and beset by difficulties. 
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In 2024, the Society for the Orphans and Children of Ministers and Missionaries of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland supported seven orphans in four families.  A total of £23,455 in 
grants was made to these families during the year. Assistance is provided to such children, if 
necessary, up to the age of twenty-five. Following the assignment of appropriate funds to the 
orphan children, the available balance is used to help with the educational and other expenses 
of ministerial, missionaries’ and deaconesses’ families where there are exceptional needs and 
where income is limited.   In 2024, a total of £18,001 was given in education grants to sixteen 
ministerial families and four missionary families.  A further £500 was also disbursed to alleviate 
short-term (emergency) needs by way of exceptional grants. 
 
The Society’s income during 2024 amounted to £16,408. This was made up as follows: Bank 
Interest £803; the Francis Curley Charitable Trust £13,265; and subscriptions from individuals 
and congregations totalling £2,340.  A total of £41,956 was paid out in grants (across all 
categories), expenses were £11,533 and investment management fees were £6,307.  There was 
a budgeted deficit of £43,388 at the end of the year which, having been previously agreed by the 
Board of Directors, was addressed by our cash balances in Danske Bank. The net value of our 
assets as of 31st December 2024 was £1,292,659. 
 
Mr John Hunter, who has provided the Board of the Society with wise and helpful counsel over 
many years, has indicated that he plans to resign as a Director in March 2025.  The Directors 
have noted his intended resignation with regret and express their sincere appreciation for his 
substantial contribution to the maintenance of good governance. 
 
The articles of our association require that one third of the Directors retire each year by rotation.  
This year Mr Martin Hampton, Rev Dr Gerry Clinton, Rev Lachlan Webster, Rev Barry McCroskery 
and Rev Sam Castles are required to retire but are eligible for re-election.  We are delighted that 
they are all willing to continue serving on the Board.  
 
The Directors record their gratitude to their counterparts in the Presbyterian Children’s Society 
for the use of office facilities and staff resources. 
 
We are greatly indebted to our Executive Secretary, Mr Jason Nicholson, for his dedication and 
devotion to the work of the Society, more than ably supported by Mrs Amy Boyd and Mrs Angela 
Magill. 
 
The Chairman, MMrr  MMaarrkk  OOrrrr,,  KK..CC..,,  in moving the First Resolution, said: 
 
I would like to thank my colleagues on the Board of Directors for their dedication and support to 
the work of the Society throughout the year. In particular, I acknowledge the commitment of the 
Honorary Secretary, Rev Stephen Moore, who undertakes a significant workload on behalf of the 
Society whilst also serving a busy Belfast congregation.  Finally, our sincere thanks to the entire 
staff team for all their diligence and hard work throughout the year. 
 
I am also pleased to welcome to our meeting the former Moderator of the General Assembly, 
VVeerryy RReevv  DDrr  DDaavviidd  BBrruuccee,,  BB..SScc..,,  BB..DD..,,  DD..DD..   
 
In seconding the First Resolution, DDrr  BBrruuccee  said:   
 
Mr Chairman, I am delighted to formally second the resolution before us, and in doing so I affirm 
the valuable work that the Society does, at this its 152nd Annual General Meeting.   
 
The twin aims of the Society are 
 

a) To provide grants towards the education, maintenance and advancement in life of 
Orphans of Ministers, Missionaries, and Deaconesses of the Church 
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b) To assist Ministers, Missionaries and Deaconesses in the education, maintenance and 
advancement in life of their chidlren. 

 
I remember well when I became an orphan.  It was six years ago, the same year that I became a 
grandfather.  And perhaps this is what our society in general has come to expect – that the harsh 
realities of tragedy in family life through the early loss of parents, are not how things will or should 
be.  But the sad facts remain that sometimes tragedy strikes, and the circumstances which follow, 
require practical, compassionate help.   
 
The assistance which the Society also provides to Ministers, Missionaries, and Deaconesses 
towards the education and maintenance of their children, has proved to be of genuine value, well 
beyond the financial additions to the family budget.  It demonstrates a heart of compassion 
towards servants of the Church who have followed God’s call, not for financial reward, but out of 
faithfulness to God and his mission in the world.  In short, it says that we care.   
 
So, in seconding this resolution, I greet you on behalf of the Moderator Designate who is attending 
another conference, and on behalf of the General Assembly, assuring the Directors and the 
Secretary of the deep appreciation of the wider Church.   
 
Following this, the Chairman, MMrr  MMaarrkk  OOrrrr,,  KK..CC..,,  invited MMrrss  NNaaoommii  LLeerreemmoorree,,  Global Mission 
Worker (Keyna), to propose the Second Resolution. 
 
In proposing the Second Resolution, MMrrss  LLeerreemmoorree  said: 
 
Mr Chairman, Directors, Colleagues and Friends of the Society, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to speak to this resolution.  My family have benefited first-hand 
from the work of this great Society, and we are deeply grateful to you for all of the support over 
many years.  Knowing that we have the support of others at home, makes our work so very far 
away all the easier. Your generous support has enabled my children to enjoy opportunities, to buy 
materials for their courses, and tuition to nourish their talents.  Thank you most sincerely.  Finally, 
I have the great pleasure in proposing the Second Resolution: 
 
“That the Directors retiring by rotation be reappointed, and that Harbinson Mulholland be 
appointed auditors for the ensuing year.’’ 
 
The Chairman, MMrr  MMaarrkk  OOrrrr,,  KK..CC..,,  then  invited DDrr  VVoollkkeerr  GGlliissssmmaannnn,,  Global Mission Worker 
(Malawi), to second the Second Resolution: 
 
In seconding the Second Resolution, DDrr  GGlliissssmmaannnn  said: 
 
Mr Chairman, Directors, and Friends of the Society,  
 
I am very pleased to have the opportunity to address this meeting today.  Like my colleague, I 
can verify the real difference that the annual grants from the Society have made to my family, 
and in particularly my children.  They have helped my children to enjoy positive educational 
opportunities and experiences, and enabled us as a family, a long way from home, to enjoy some 
material comforts.  We are deeply grateful to the Society for its generosity, and to its subscribers 
for their help.  Thank you all, most sincerely.      
 
Finally, it gives me the greatest pleasure in seconding the resolution.   
 
Both resolutions were put to the meeting and adopted. 

The meeting closed with the Benediction. 
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IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN 

 
11..    OObbjjeeccttss  ooff  tthhee  SSoocciieettyy  - (The following is an extract from the Society's 
 Memorandum and Articles of Association):- 
 
 The Objects for which the Society is established are: 
 
(a) To make grants from the funds of the Society for and towards the education, 

maintenance, and advancement in life of Orphans of Ministers and Missionaries and 
Deaconesses of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.   Such assistance shall, in each case, 
be given with due regard to the circumstances and needs of such orphans.   Each case 
must be reconsidered at the annual period of distribution.   Except in cases of students 
for the Ministry, no assistance shall be given to persons above 25 years of age.   
Preference shall be given to orphans who have lost both parents. 

 
(b) To assist Ministers, Missionaries and Deaconesses in necessitous circumstances in the 

education, maintenance and advancement in life of their children, subject to the limit of 
age stated in paragraph (a) of this clause, provided that any funds are available after 
providing for orphans as aforesaid, as the Directors of the Society (hereinafter referred to 
as "the Directors") shall in their absolute discretion determine. 

 
22..  AApppplliiccaattiioonnss  ffoorr  GGrraannttss  - should be made not later than 1st April for Orphan cases, and 

18th September for cases in which the father is alive.   Application Forms may be obtained 
from the Secretary. 

 
33..  EEdduuccaattiioonn  GGrraannttss  - are made for one year only (1st October – 30th September) and 

renewals must be re-applied for as above. 
 
44..  DDoonnaattiioonnss  aanndd  SSuubbssccrriippttiioonnss  - will be gratefully received by The Secretary/Treasurer, 

Glengall Exchange, 3 Glengall Street, Belfast BT12 5AB. 
 
55..  GGiifftt  AAiiddeedd  DDoonnaattiioonnss  - are an easy and trouble free way of giving to the Society.   Simply 

by signing a gift aid form you can enable the Society to claim back some of the tax you 
are currently paying to the Inland Revenue.  Tax laws in the United Kingdom make this 
possible at no extra cost to yourself but to the considerable benefit of the Society.   Should 
you require any further advice regarding this matter, please contact: The 
Secretary/Treasurer at Glengall Exchange, 3 Glengall Street, Belfast BT12 5AB 
(Telephone: +44 (0)28 9032 3737). Email info@presbyterianchildrenssociety.org    

 
66..  FFoorrmm  ooff  BBeeqquueesstt  - is set out below: 
  

I bequeath to the Society called "The Society for the Orphans and Children of Ministers 
and Missionaries of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland" the sum of * ______ to be paid 
to the treasurer for the time being of the said Society, free of all deductions whatever, the 
receipt of the said treasurer to be discharge for the same. 

 
 

* The sum to be written in full. 
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CONGREGATIONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
  
  
   

 
 
PERSONAL SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
Personal donations, including gift aid, were also received by the Society to the amount of £125.28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AHOGHILL, BROOKSIDE 200.00
ANTRIM, HIGH STREET 300.00
ARMAGH, THE MALL 300.00
AUGHNACLOY 150.00
BROUGHSHANE, FIRST 146.00
BURT 150.00
CAVAN 164.17
DRUMLOUGH 100.00
LARGY 275.00
MONEYMORE, FIRST 114.00
MONEYMORE, SECOND 86.00
MYROE 200.00
REDROCK 30.00

£2,215.17
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(Resigned 11th March 2025)
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MANAGEMENT INFORMATION

for the year ended 31 December 2024

The following information does not form part of the statutory financial statements which are the 
subject of the independent auditors report on pages 15 to 18.
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££ ££
22002244 22002233

IInnccoommiinngg  RReessoouurrcceess

IInnvveessttmmeenntt  IInnccoommee
Dividends and Interest -                   -                   
Bank Interest 803                 960                 

OOtthheerr  IInnccoommee
Francis Curley Charitable Fund 13,265            12,221            

SSuubbssccrriippttiioonnss
Congregational 2,215              2,482              
Personal 125                 438                 

TToottaall  OOppeerraattiinngg  IInnccoommee 1166,,440088                      1166,,110011                      

RReessoouurrcceess  EExxppeennddeedd

GGrraannttss  TToo  CChhiillddrreenn
Orphan Grants 23,455            21,108            
Education Grants 18,001            17,952            
Exceptional Grants 500                 1,750              

MMaannaaggeemmeenntt,,  AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn  aanndd  GGoovveerrnnaannccee  CCoossttss
Management Services 9,412              8,704              
Investment Management Costs 6,307              3,196              
Printing and Stationery 210                 378                 
Audit Fee 1,536              1,560              
General Expenses 375                 523                 

TToottaall  RReessoouurrcceess  EExxppeennddeedd 5599,,779966                      5555,,117711                      

NNeett  IInnccoommiinngg//((OOuuttggooiinngg))  RReessoouurrcceess ((4433,,338888)) ((3399,,007700))

Net gains/(losses) on investments 114422,,330055 9977,,443322

NNeett  IInnccoommee//((EExxppeennddiittuurree))  ffoorr  tthhee  FFiinnaanncciiaall  YYeeaarr 9988,,991177 5588,,336622

DDEETTAAIILLEEDD  SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT  OOFF  FFIINNAANNCCIIAALL  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS
FFOORR  TTHHEE  YYEEAARR  EENNDDEEDD  3311  DDEECCEEMMBBEERR  22002244

TTHHEE  SSOOCCIIEETTYY  FFOORR  TTHHEE  OORRPPHHAANNSS  AANNDD  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  OOFF  MMIINNIISSTTEERRSS
AANNDD  MMIISSSSIIOONNAARRIIEESS  OOFF  TTHHEE  PPRREESSBBYYTTEERRIIAANN  CCHHUURRCCHH  IINN  IIRREELLAANNDD
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