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We had a number of visitors and trips for the children over the academic year - In October

as part of our Halloween celebrations we had Jump, Jiggle & Jive visit the Playgroup to the
enjoyment of the children and some parents! As part of our Christmas celebrations the
Playgroup visited Finaghy Primary School to watch the Nativity Play and Santa came to visit
our Christmas Party. In February as part of our 'All About Me' topic we visited the W5 and
took part in the 'My Body' workshop. The children really enjoyed this and learnt a lot from
the trip. At the beginning of March, the Playgroup visited Streamvale Farm as part of our
Spring theme - we got to feed lots of baby animals. In May we covered 'People Who Help
Us' and had a visit from the Lollipop Lady to support this. We were unable to get the fire
brigade out as they no longer facilitate school visits, which was disappointing. In June we
talked about 'Starting School' and began to prepare for the children's transition to Primary
One. All of the children have received a place in Finaghy Primary School which allowed the
staff in Benmore Playgroup and the Primary One staff of Finaghy Primary were able to work
together to ensure the transition was as smooth as possible. We took a number of visits to
the P1 classes and took photos of the teachers, classroom assistants, classrooms and other
facilities to create a book to help children familiarise themselves with the school. We also
set up our own classroom in our story room and provided the Finaghy Primary uniforms for
the children to dress up and role play.
As part of our music and movement sessions the staff continued to use Jo Jingles over the
year, the children really enjoy this.
The Playgroup were also invited to Finaghy Library again this year to take part in the Rhyme
.Cha.lllenge - this took place once a week during the Spring and Summer terms, parents were
invited to attend a celebration once we had completed our Rhymes.
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We received funding from the Department of Education which could be spent on training,
resources etc. The Team decided together that the Playgroup was in need of an update on
resources - particularly for the outdoor area. Our aim over the next term is to continue the
enhancement of our outdoor area, this has been a long but successful process, the outdoor
area has already improved greatly and will now be ready for the next academic year.



