
Minutes of Stowmarket Operatic and Dramatic Society -  Annual General Meeting
Monday 3rd October 2022 7.30m at red gables Stowmarket.

Present:

Jo Chadwick Toni Haslam Sharon Preece Jo Jones
Kenny Sayer Sue Ogden David Dodson Martin Tyrell
Peter Hawkes Tora Moat John Wray Will Woolsgrove
Katie LeMay 
Hawkes

Mark Bolger Helen Jackson Michelle Holden

John Chapman Tory Bolger Andrew Love Sarah Roberts
Cathy Dixey Glynis Hunt Lesley Scott Gemma  new 

member
Derek Dixey Ian Jones Sam Finn Jamie      new 

member 

Apologies for absence: 

Calllum Limer Anne Hayward Michael Jewell Anne Lilley
Shirley Painter Paul Hayward Robyn Painter David Lilley
Meryl Bunce Matthew 

Abercrombie
Karen Long Frank Leo

Craig Fisher Matt Bendall Steve Whittaker Jo

Welcome
Current Chairperson Jo Chadwick welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
thanked them for attendance.

She announced that following committee discussion it had been agreed that 
David Dodson would become the official President and hold office for two years.

President Award:
David presented the President’s Award to Glynis Hunt who was sadly leaving the 
area. On behalf of the Society, he thanked her for her 14yrs of service, 
assistance and friendship and wished her well with the move. 

Minutes of the 2021 meeting:
Minutes were agreed to be a true record of the meeting.
Proposed by                     Seconded by                          All in favour

Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising

Chairman’s Report:   
Electronic copy attached to these minuets

Treasurer’s Report
Electronic copy attached to these minuets, including bank balances as at end of 
financial year and audited by the official auditor. There were no questions but 
Derek Dixey congratulated the group for coming through such hard economic 
times, including the pandemic and being able to show a profit at the same time. 

Membership Subscriptions:
It was proposed by the committee that subscriptions should remain the same for 
another year. 
This was carried unanimously by the floor. 



Membership secretary, Katie, reported on a new system that is being introduced 
to enable memberships to be collated more easily and simpler to see who has or 
has not paid. New membership forms had been put out and Katie asked for 
everyone to complete these before they left. She reminded people to look out for
more Patrons as our numbers for these had dwindled. 

A Patron is entitled to a free ticket for one show during the year along with a 
newsletter. All we ask for is a minimum donation of £30. 
Sue explained more about the new system – moving to cashless as bank close 
etc. All payments in and out will now be done via BACS and those present were 
reminded of the societies bank details for paying membership. Sue asked for 
either the name of the member as a reference, especially for the younger 
members or the letter AF if paying acting fees. The new system can create 
invoices if we need to remind people. All the online protection has been checked 
and the company complies with the current GDPR regs.

Rule Change:  
This was to adopt the change regarding President length of tenure that had been
discussed at the previous AGM. All in favour to adopt.

Future Programme: 
Autumn 2022 Cinderella
Spring 2023 Wyrd Sister
Summer 2023 Half a Sixpence
Autumn 2023 Panto currently options are being discussed
Spring  2024 Sunshine on Leith

The committee are always looking for more suggestions to move the group 
forward  

Election of Officers:
There were no additional nomination forms from the floor
There had only been one nomination for each post received, so the nominees 
were formally elected.

POST Nominee Nominated by Seconded by
Chairperson Jo Chadwick Meryl Bunce Lauren Bunce
Secretary Meryl Bunce Sue Ogden Mark Bolger
Treasurer Sue Ogden Mark Bolger Meryl Bunce
Business Manager Craig Fisher Meryl Bunce Lauren Bunce
Membership/Patron 
Sec

Katie Hawkes Jo Chadwick Mark Bolger

 

There are 4 general committee posts – 3 x 2yrs and 1 x 1yr:
Mark Bolger will remain in his second year

Post Nominee Nominated by Seconded by
2yr post Helen Jackson Jo Chadwick Tempany 

Clements
2yr post Sam Finn Meryl Bunce Lauren Bunce
1yr post Ian Jones Jo Chadwick Mark Bolger

Other non-committee positions:



Publicity Officer: Tempany Clements will remain as online publicity whilst Ian 
Jones volunteered to look after all other areas including magazines, radio, 
posters and in due course website.
Youth Group: Tory and Michael are willing to continue helped by Katie
Social Secretary: Tory is no longer able to continue in this role. After discussion 
it was agreed that the vacancy would be posted in the newsletter. Suggestions 
for social events as they come up could be put on facebook and in the newsletter
to gauge support before someone took the lead 
Newsletter Editor: Meryl is not able to continue in the role. Sarah Roberts 
volunteered to take over. She will speak to Meryl about when and how etc.    
Child Protection officer:  Jo is happy to remain in post.
Independent Financial Examiner: Mark Orin

All nominees were formally voted on and agreed unanimously by the floor.

Youth Group:  
Juniors: 
Tory recorded her thanks to Jo Jones who will no longer be helping. Callum and 
Katie have now joined the team. She reported that whilst they only had 15 
members, they produced a very successful play Hokum Pokum.
So far this year they have 20members with a few more anticipated. They will be 
producing Robin Hood and the Sherwood Hoodies. The group consists of lots of 
singers and dancers so this will work to their strengths. Tory thanked all helpers 
both front and back stag and pointed out that Stowupland High School ha been 
completely fenced off. This will hinder aces and more bodies will be needed to 
get set and props in. 

Seniors:  
Michael had sent a report – In April they had produced legally Blonde which was 
a lot of fun. They had also taken part with the adults in the Centenary concert 
which they really enjoyed. 
This year they will be attempting Much Ado About Nothing. He also recorded 
thanks for all helpers this year but he could do with more adult support during 
rehearsals. Katie volunteered.

General Discussion

Cathy Dixey mentioned that Frozen for Juniors had been released and maybe 
something to think about for the future

Sarah Roberts wished to record how proud she was to have been part of the 
centenary concert and thanks to everyone involved in arranging both the concert
and the ball

Meeting Closed at 8.25pm  



 
 


















