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The pre-school has faced yet another challenging year in line with the general 
upturn in cost of living we are experiencing all over the UK. However, we can see 
Little Oaks’ resilience in continuing to provide great care for the community and 
the children that attend. I would like to put on record a big thank you to Jill Brace 
and all the staff for their continued hard work, dedication, and effort that they put 
in daily. The staff are what stands the preschool apart and the care the children 
receive is extremely nurturing. 

The great provision that Little Oaks provides is evident after its Ofsted inspection 
carried out in July 2023. The preschool achieved a Good rating across the board. 
The inspection highlighted the care the children receive ‘Children have a point of 
contact and a familiar face to approach. They feel safe and secure and go to staff 
easily’. The report also centred attention on the importance of the use of its 
outdoor space which is one of the integral parts of the day for all children. Little 
Oaks has developed this area over the years through grants and fundraising and it
is something they remain enormously proud of. ‘Staff place as much emphasis as 
possible on outside play. For example, children enter the garden space and engage
with an array of resources to support their physical development. Staff extends the
learning available inside to the outside space.’  In addition to this it was also noted
that ‘all children make good progress, including children who speak English as an 
additional language and children with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND).’ 

During this year, the numbers enrolled at the pre-school started off low, potentially
due to a low birth rate year. This however, picked up towards the latter part of the 
year. The fluctuations in numbers, whilst not unusual, led us to realise that we 
needed to look at our offering in terms of hours, sessions, and restrictions on 
mornings versus afternoon sessions. This is something that may need to be 
revisited going forward to ensure to capitalise on the number of children 
registered.

One of our longstanding staff members left the pre-school due to relocation. 
Angela will be greatly missed, and we are thankful for all her hard work over the 
many years spent with the team and children. We were also happy to welcome 
back Tracey after being off on long term sick. 

Fundraising over the year remained steady, with a Christmas fair, Easter event, a 
sponsored collect and the pre-schools annual May Fair (our biggest fundraiser). 
Across the year, over £2000 was raised towards the school. The help of the 
parents and people from the local community was much appreciated with many 
previous Little Oaks families coming to support our events.



During the summer holidays we replaced the ramp at the front of the building as it
had become too unsafe to use. We had to hold off on refurbishing the toilets until 
we had completed on the lease renewal

Moving forward, the lease for the land owned by The Kite Academy is still being 
negotiated (we have had a rise in rent this year). We must continue to navigate 
the rising costs amidst the changes in the economy. Little Oaks remains ready to 
change with the times and I am confident that the preschool will continue with its 
provision in the local community. 

Nicola Younger
Chair






