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Welcome to this Annual Report which summarises the achievements of Cornerstone during 
the financial year leading up to March 2024. 

Also included is a summary of the 2023/2024 Annual Accounts. 
 

Cornerstone has a long-term commitment to serve the people of Benwell by working to:  

· Include the excluded  
· Empower the disempowered  
· Encourage the discouraged  
· Celebrate all that is good  
 
Registered Office: 
62 Armstrong Road  
Benwell 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE4 7TU 
T: 0191 226 0941 E: cornerstonebenwell@gmail.com 
www.cornerstonebenwell.com  
Www.facebook.com/cornerstonebenwell 
  
Bankers 
TSB PLC 
104 West Road  
Newcastle upon Tyne  
NE4 9QA 
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Report from Operations Manager Amy Sturdy 

 
The year 2023 into 2024 saw the community of Benwell and Scotswood adapting to, and 
getting used to, the new normal in this period of financial insecurity. 
With more people than ever now living below the poverty line we at Cornerstone have been 
there to ensure no one goes hungry, families live in dignity, and everyone has the 
opportunity to thrive. 
 
We continued to operate as a Warm Hub throughout the winter months and then made the 
decision to change into a Wellbeing Hub so we can offer a full wrap around wellbeing 
package including free hot meals on a Monday evening and Wednesday afternoon, The 
Benwell Bubble Laundry Service and the Benwell Bridge Food Pantry. 
We remain passionate about delivering dignity in poverty. 

 
A huge thank you to Lesley for another year of making amazing lunches.  
A huge thank you to Maureen for all her hard work this year supporting Lesley in the 
kitchen, running the Benwell Bubble and Benwell Bridge and providing teas and coffees to 
the Welcome Project. 
We are so grateful to have you ladies working with us! 
 
 
Our popular Welcome Project continued and grew this year and saw our friends enjoying 
many new activities including Lego building, Gardening and Cookery. We also had a Pirate 
Day, a Disney Day a Jurassic Park Day and a Harry Potter day! And of course, celebrated 
Halloween and Christmas in style. 

 
A massive thank you and of course WELCOME to Angela who joined us in January 2024. She 
supports all aspects of Cornerstone however has the special job of running the Welcome 
Project who just adore her. 
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Our Kindful Project, delivered across 5 schools, finished this year to make way for our new 
project Kindful Kitchen. 
We built a gorgeous new Edu-Kitchen in what used to be in the shop area. This has given us 
space to cook with up to 8 people at any one time. We run courses for Mindful Cookery, 
Budget Cookery and a support group for menopausal woman. 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Christopher for using his super DIY skills to 
make our new kitchen area. 
 
Other projects that continued this year include our Memory Cafe. Our collaboration with 
SEARCH ensures that customers with memory problems have a safe space to meet, socialise 
and enjoy a lunch together.  
Inspire Youth ran the after-school youth club for approx. 30 local children each session who 
enjoyed learning cookery skills and crafting. 
 
We enjoyed collaborating with Get Online Newcastle this year and supported 12 people to 
get online through our free tablet course. 

 
 
With more visitors than ever this year I would like to take the opportunity to thank Michael 
for keeping the place in tip top shape and for his patience… he has to work with 4 women 
after all! 
We also could not do without our amazing trustees and volunteers! A special mention to 
Carol and Christopher for putting in so many hours and thanks as always to Chris and 
Richard completing our accounts. 
 
This year ended in style with a wedding at Cornerstone… mine!  
I would like to thank everyone for all the messages of support and best wishes. It meant a 
lot to us.  
 
I look forward to updating you next year with all the new projects we have added… I have a 
feeling it’s going to be a noisy one! 
 

With love and gratitude, 

Amy  
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Major Contributors in the Last Year  
 

Northumbria Police 
Joicey Trust  

Vegan Society 
LGA 

Lottery Community Fund 
Barchester 

Badur Foundation 
Stewardship 

Barbour 
Community Foundation 

Benefact 
WG Edwards 
L&L Manning 

Newcastle Council  
Inspire Youth 
Marsh Trust 

Nathans Wastesavers 

Westerhope Church 
Ponteland Party in the Park 

Ponteland Methodist Church 
Milbourne Church 
All Saints Church 

St James at Riding Mill 
Churches of Benwell and Scotswood 

ASDA 
TESCO 

Morrisons 
Fareshare 

COOP Funeral Care 
Newcastle Cat and Dog Shelter  

Peoples Kitchen 
Feeding Families 

Inkind Direct 
SEARCH Newcastle

 
In addition, we have received a number of significant individual donations. 

To all of these we send our huge thanks. 
 

 
 
The following page shows a summary financial report for year ending 31st March 2024.   
A full version of the accounts is available by request.  
The accounts were prepared in accordance with the Charity Commission Statement of 
Recommended Practice (Revised 2000) with reference to the exemptions provided for small 
charities in paragraphs 344-358, paragraphs 353 & 354.  
  
Chris Carr 
Cornerstone Treasurer 
December 2024 
  
I agree that this is a true and fair reflection of the Cornerstone accounts  
Richard McAllister 
December 2024 
  
Reserves Policy  
The policy is to have between 6 and 12 months running costs in reserve.  



6 

 

 

 
























