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Welcome to this Annual Report which summarises the achievements of Cornerstone during 
the financial year leading up to March 2023. 

Also included is a summary of the 2022-23 Annual Accounts. 
 

Cornerstone has a long-term commitment to serve the people of Benwell by working to:  

· Include the excluded  
· Empower the disempowered  
· Encourage the discouraged  
· Celebrate all that is good  
 
Registered Office: 
62 Armstrong Road  
Benwell 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 
NE4 7TU 
T: 0191 226 0941 E: cornerstonebenwell@gmail.com 
www.cornerstonebenwell.com  
Www.facebook.com/cornerstonebenwell 
  
Bankers 
TSB PLC 
104 West Road  
Newcastle upon Tyne  
NE4 9QA 
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On behalf of all the Team at Cornerstone Benwell we would like to dedicate this AGM to the 
memory of Edith Hutchinson. 

 
Edith was a dedicated trustee and volunteer at Cornerstone for many years. 

Sadly, we lost Edith in March 2023 following a long illness. 
 

She remains a huge miss. 
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Report from Operations Manager Amy Proud 

Just as the community was finally recovering from the upheaval brought about by the Covid 
pandemic we unfortunately moved straight into a year of severe pressure due to the Cost of 
Living crisis.  
 
Cornerstone however was on hand to offer valuable support to our community, quickly 
adapting to the needs of our customers. 
 
Our biggest change this year was turning our centre into a warm hub for the winter months. 
Creating a full wrap around wellbeing package including free hot food and drinks, laundrette 
service (the Benwell Bubble) and wellbeing counselling service. This was hugely successful, 
and we even featured on ITV National News as we did such a great job!! 
 

  
 

 
 
Our themed meals continued too including a VE Day celebration and a fantastic Jubilee 
celebration for our late Queen. 
 
 

 
 
 
A huge thank you to to Lesley for another year of amazing lunches. She is still making 
something out of nothing it just so happens that the something is always outstanding! 
 
We would also like to welcome and thank Maureen for all her hard work this year. Maureen 
runs the Benwell Bubble and also supports the Welcome Project every Monday. 
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Our two popular projects, The Welcome Project and The Kindful Project continued this year. 
The Welcome Project enjoyed many new activities including cookery, LUSH Bath Bomb 
making, bonnet making and decollage, they also enjoyed themed nights, a summer BBQ and 
a VIP ASDA tour!  

 
 
Our Kindful Project delivered across 5 schools was a huge success with children in Key Stage 
One learning valuable new cookery skills, mindful techniques and trying new foods! 

 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Katy for all her work with the Welcome Project 
and the Kindful project. 
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Other projects that started this year include our Memory Cafe. Our collaboration with 
SEARCH ensures that customers with memory problems have a safe space to meet, socialise 
and enjoy a lunch together. We even got the opportunity to visit Beamish together and had 
a great sing song! 
 

 
 
We also started our baby and toddler club “Kindful Kids” which saw the little ones enjoying 
free play, snacks and yet more singing! Our work with children ended for the year during 
February Half Term with a week-long kids club culminating with a fantastic soft play bus!! 
 

  
 
With so many more visitors this year I would like to take the opportunity to thank Michael 
for keeping the place looking absolutely gorgeous and generally putting up with our crazy 
demands! 
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We also could not do without our amazing trustees and volunteers! A special mention to 
Michael 2, Wendy and Carol who have dedicated so much of their time and effort. 
 
Also thanks to Chris and Richard for once again completing our accounts! 
 
 
We look forward to the next year with hope and gratitude and can’t wait to show you all we 
have to offer! 
 
 

Amy x 
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Major Contributors in the Last Year  
 

Lottery Community Fund 
Kickstart - Department of Work and Pensions 

Newcastle Building Society 
B&Q 

The Vegan Society 
Proctor and Gamble 

Cruach Trust 
Jaspar Foundation 

Cash for Kids 

Waitrose 
Tesco 
Asda 

John Lewis 
Wesley House Orphan Trust 

COOP 
Local Giving 

Newcastle City Council 

Hadrian Trust 
Aldi 

Magic Little Grants 
Feeding Families 

Amazon UK 
Nathans Wastesavers 

Heddon Church 
Ponteland Methodist Church 
Milburn Methodist Church 

All Saints Gosforth 
Venerable Bede 

St James’ 
St Margaret 

St John’s 
Riding Mill Church 
Wylam St Oswin’s 

 
In addition, we have received a number of significant individual donations. 

To all of these we send our huge thanks. 
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The following page shows a summary financial report for year ending 31st March 2023.   
A full version of the accounts is available by request.  
The accounts were prepared in accordance with the Charity Commission Statement of 
Recommended Practice (Revised 2000) with reference to the exemptions provided for small 
charities in paragraphs 344-358, paragraphs 353 & 354.  
  
Chris Carr 
Cornerstone Treasurer 
December 2023 
  
I agree that this is a true and fair reflection of the Cornerstone accounts  
Richard McAllister 
December 2023 
  
Reserves Policy  
The policy is to have between 6 and 12 months running costs in reserve.  
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