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North Derbyshire New Life Church 

 

Annual Report 
 

Regarding the financial accounts of New Life Church for the year ending 31st 
July 2021 we can report that we had a significant drop in income due to the 
pandemic.  This was mainly due to the loss of offerings as we could not meet 
and consequently there was a reduction in the Gift Aid that we could claim 
too.  However, we were encouraged that tithes remained similar to the 
previous year despite the circumstances. 
 
The income from tithes was £84,743 but the offerings decreased from 
£15,486 to just £9,299.  Gift Aid likewise decreased from £22,646 to £17,263. 
 
Firstly, as we go through the expenditure figures it becomes clear that 
because of the pandemic there has been a shift in certain spending 
categories as we worked to adjust to the needs of the church.  Secondly, 
outgoings were reduced significantly as we were not paying for the hire of 
the meeting rooms in three locations.  We are also encouraged that there 
has been an increase in the total funds carried forward to £52,333 which we 
will use carefully to sustain us in these uncertain times.  
 
Regarding the expenditure, once again the administration costs for the year 
were very low at £1,250 covering auditing, bank charges, printing, postage 
& stationary, while advertising was just £410.  
 
Due to the pandemic and lockdown expenditure dropped significantly in the 
categories of room hire, church family, meeting needs, food and catering, 
items for meetings, mileage, ministry gifts and outreach. 
 
Room hire costs dropped dramatically, of course, from £13,958 to just £390 
and church family costs came down from £700 to £163 which included a 
series of small items such as garden plants 
 
There were no food and catering expenses or hospitality expenses at all.  
Items for meetings shows an outlay of £1,096 which is approximately half 
that of the previous year.  We bought items such as online videos, lockdown 
trophies, badges, sanitiser, an Easter Bunny outfit used to deliver Easter 
eggs to homes and webcams to improve the quality of Zoom meetings. 
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Another portion of expenditure is accounted for with the wages of four people 
who are involved in the equipping and discipleship of people across three 
congregations now in Chesterfield, Alfreton and Clay Cross.  There are three 
leaders and a Pastoral/administrative P.A.  With lockdown restrictions, 
mileage costs dropped substantially to £771.   
 
Outreach outgoings dropped to £847 which includes ongoing support to 
Chesterfield Street & School Pastors.  Ministry gifts came down from £7,635 
to £5,950 as we had no visiting speakers.  The outlay simply involved our 
tithe to Together ministries and a gift of £150 to Generation Builders. 
 
We saw extra spending in some categories though as we adjusted to the 
needs of the church in the pandemic, particularly in gifts to the needy, 
children’s ministry, music and there was still a large contribution to pastoral 
work.  Regarding equipment, £1,247 was invested into laptops as we 
developed our technical ability on Zoom, and we also bought a printer. 
 
We gave gifts to those in need totalling £1,343 which included our monthly 
donation to Tear Fund and gifts to people within the church who were 
experiencing increased hardship due to the pandemic.  Help given was 
mainly financial but also included food and clothing for those in need. 
 
We invested £872 into children’s work which included our regular donation 
to MAST (Matlock & Area School Trust), materials for children’s ministry, 
books and selection boxes at Christmas.  We spent £1,998 on music and 
equipment which included a keyboard with stand, microphone and stands as 
we sought to prepare for post pandemic gatherings.  In a new era of 
communication, we updated our website presence incurring costs of £951 
for securing our domain name and updated website design.  
 
Once again, there was a high level of spending on pastoral work totalling 
£3,691 which included flowers, cards, Christmas gifts, help for businesses 
and gifts of computer tablets so no one would miss out on our meetings for 
financial reasons. 
 
The cost of subscriptions was £652 which includes our giving to Alfreton 
Churches Together, Christians Together for Chesterfield and Zoom 
subscription. 
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Regarding relief and oversees donations, we were delighted to give £4,602 
which included a monthly gift to Compassion UK, gifts to Watoto (Uganda), 
Univida (Brasil), Sachibondu Hospital & School (Zambia), Open Heaven and 
Samaritan’s Purse.  We have helped to provide learning resources for 
children unable to go to school, PPE equipment and the cost of three 
teachers’ salaries for a year. 
 
In summary, despite a reduction in income due to the pandemic plus the 
inability to meet and collect offerings we were able to adapt well by investing 
in people and meetings in a new way.  We are so thankful to the church 
people for their continued, consistent giving. 
 
We have been able to keep the church on a firm financial footing while 
investing heavily in our primary purpose and have a healthy bank balance of 
around £52,000. 
 
It is with delight that we have been able to help people financially at this 
difficult time and to enable people to connect in new and different ways so 
that everyone might feel valued and included.  We have been able to fulfil all 
obligations to our staff and we have been able to care for and to equip people 
for life and faith. 
 
We are aware that as we come out of the pandemic people’s priorities may 
have changed along with their employment situation and income.  We are 
also aware of increasing financial burdens on people due to inflation and 
world markets.  Therefore, we realise that the church income could fall in the 
next year and expenditure will rise as we gather.  So, although this is a 
healthy bank balance, we will be wise in our spending as we assess the 
situation until we have a clearer financial picture for the year ahead.  In other 
words, we will cut our cloth accordingly. 
 
We are very grateful for the ongoing giving into the church which indicates 
that people are on board with our primary purpose and allowed us to show 
the love and kindness of God to so many people and in so many ways. 
 
 
 
D V Bunting 
 
















