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Since 23rd March 2020 nearly all activities in the Village Hall were cancelled due 
to the national restrictions. A Covid 19 Risk Assessment was completed by 
Village Hall Committee members and the Health & Safety risk assessments and 
weekly cleaning schedules have continued.

Unfortunately, with the Hall being closed we suffered from vermin getting into 
the roof space and causing damage to water pipes, the result was a flood into 
the kitchen & damage to cupboards, worktops and kitchen equipment. We 
claimed on Insurance but this didn’t cover the full cost as the claim only covered 
those that were flood damaged and as we couldn’t match the existing units, we 
had to fund a full kitchen upgrade.

Despite not meeting as a Committee nor having our AGM, the business of the 
Village Hall has continued via email and letter to ensure we still continue to 
maintain and keep the site and buildings in good order.

The Village Hall Committee were approached last year by someone keen to open 
a Nursery in what was “ Speckled Frogs “ pre-school facility. We have involved 
Solicitors to draw up a formal lease and have spent money having the Nursey 
area painted & carpeted, a window installed in a previous store cupboard to 
increase the play space and the back wall of the Nursery re-pointed. The 
negotiations with the interested party are ongoing.

Following a ROSPA report on the Play Park, the Committee were aware that the 
equipment is 20 years old and is looking very tired. We approached companies to
visit the site to provide us with advice and quotations to refurbish/ replace the 
equipment and this was considerably delayed due to Covid restrictions. When we
finally had an on-site visit the quotation was circa £10,000, we therefore agreed 
to apply for funding to support this work and we are waiting for the outcome. If 
successful this will be the first phase of improvements, the second will be 
improving inclusivity of the Play Park for all forms of disability and ensuring a 
professional maintenance contract is in place

We signed a formal agreement with Beckingham Bowls Club for the use of the 
Bowling Green and it’s maintenance and the Committee are working closely with 
the Captain of the Bowls Club to secure funding for a new Tea room.

The Committee are looking forward to opening its doors again when restrictions 
allow it and will need to work hard to recover regular hirers and grant funding to 
make the improvements we have planned.

Julie Smith
Chairperson
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