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Goosnargh Village Hall was established by a Declaration of Trust dated 2 April 1962 as 
varied by scheme of 8 November 1977. 
 
Charitable objects: 
Upon trust for the purposes of a village hall for the use of the inhabitants of Goosnargh and 
the neighbourhood without distinction of sex or of political, religious or other opinions and in 
particular for use for meetings, lectures and classes and for other forms of recreation and 
leisure time occupation with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said 
inhabitants. 
 
Main activities: 
The main activities of the charity, particularly in relation to those purposes for public benefit, 
have consisted of the hiring of the hall to community organisations and others at a level of 
fee which is commensurate with the charity’s objects. 
 
Public benefit: 
The trustees confirm that in the exercise of their duties and responsibilities they have had 
regard to the guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit. 
 
Achievements and Performance: 
Against a backdrop of curtailed operation due to the Covid 19 pandemic the charity has 
performed well with the assistance of a number of Business Interruption local authority 
grants. 
We hold regular meetings with our community groups to discuss their needs and to receive 
feedback on our current facilities. The village hall is a much-valued facility by the 
communities of Goosnargh and Whittingham but it was clear from the feedback received that 
the hall could be very cold making it uncomfortable for sedentary classes and meetings, 
particularly for our older users. A successful application was therefore mounted to the 
Lancashire Environmental Fund for a substantial grant to allow the fitting of energy efficient 
double-glazed windows which, together with a major upgrade of the central heating system, 
has provided a much more welcoming and comfortable environment within the hall. 
The global Covid-19 pandemic has had a significant impact on a number of similar 
organisations to ourselves. The management committee were quick to expedite a number of 
control and risk management procedures to minimise the impact of the virus on our hirers 
and visitors. The charity continues to follow both national and local government guidelines 
and rules. 
 
Financial review: 
The statement of financial activities shows a net expenditure of £50,270 against an income 
of £58,191 including grant income. 
With an ageing building we believe that our net reserves are not incompatible with the 
trustees’ responsibilities for the maintenance, upkeep and insurance of the Trust property 
and its use for the purposes specified in the Deed. 
 
 
 



Structure, governance and management 
The charity is governed by a Trust Deed with all Trustees being fully cognisant with its 
requirements. 
Whittingham Parish Council is the Custodian Trustee of the charity and the charity is 
managed by a Committee of Management consisting of elected and representative members 
as prescribed in the Governing Document. The charity currently has seven elected trustees 
and three ex-officio or volunteer members. 
The management committee remains alert to identify such men and women with relevant 
competencies, common sense, judgment and integrity and who are also willing to bear the 
legal and financial responsibilities of the role of trustee. However, although local people able 
to commit the necessary time to discharge the duties of trustees diligently remain largely 
elusive to identify, the management committee is always looking to encourage new Trustees 
for as and when members retire. 
New trustees are familiarised with their duties by reference to induction materials and 
advisory booklets published periodically by the Charity Commission. 
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