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CHAIR ANNUAL REPORT  2023-2024  
Finances   
2023/24 was a year of volatile price increases with several Miners' Welfare Trusts 
closing across the country. 
 
Room hire costs were increased to meet operational and utility bills, but it is still 
challenging setting competitive pricing, as we are not financially supported by the 
local council. 
 
Projects 
The Main Hall building was painted throughout to keep it fresh and tidy. 
  
A former St Johns training building was returned to the trust. The trustees decided to 
update the building to the required standards for hiring out. 
The refurbishment through grants was a strategic move that will significantly 
enhance the site for the community. Since January 2024, the upgraded facility has 
been operational, providing a fresh source of income. This not only demonstrates 
effective use of funding but also reflects a commitment to improving local community 
engagement. The successful launch of this project serves as an inspiring example 
for similar initiatives. 
This also provided the opportunity for our first venture into fuel sustainability by 
installing solar power and battery storage. 
  
  
A Bowling Club seeking a new venue has secured the future of our bowling at 
Hillstown by maintaining the green for us. In exchange  they are able to use the 
green and pavilion during their outdoor season. 
 
Volunteers 
We would like to thank the growing number of volunteers helping across the site in 
several areas, gardening, litter picking, and events, enabling it to be run successfully 
for Hillstown and the surrounding area. 
 
Policies. 
All its existing policies have been revised to ensure they are up to date. In addition, new 
polices have been developed and adopted to cover Complaints and Charity Reserves. 
 
  
  
Overall, we continue to keep the site relevant for community use and engagement, in 
what continues to be challenging and uncertain times. 
  
John King: Chair. 
 
 

 














