
Chairs Report

The Ripley Recreation Ground Charity was originally set up in August 1964. Amber Valley
Borough Council became the custodian trustees in January 1977.

In January 2022, Ripley Town Council took over the custodianship of the charity. The council
appointed a group of six Managing Trustees to oversee the management of the land and
community facility, in liaison with the charity Secretary.

The objective of the charity is for:

‘The provision and maintenance of a recreation ground for the benefit of the inhabitants of
Ripley and its neighbourhood, with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said
inhabitants’.

The facility is the home ground for Ripley Town Football Club and Butterley United Cricket
Club.

In  the year  that  Ripley  Town Council  became custodians of  the  charity,  we have made
significant changes, beneficial to the running of Greenwich Community Sports Hub.  Firstly,
we established a name for the facility to incorporate its purpose, as well as employing a
caretaker whose job it is to ensure the place is cleaned to a high standard. She also opens
the facility for bookings, Monday to Friday. Weekend events are covered by the sports clubs.

We carried out the following work;

 Improved the acoustics of the main room by lowering the ceiling.
 Completed the path around the outside of the building and improved the drainage

alongside.
 Moved the solar panels, making them effective in their purpose.
 Had all aspects of the building serviced to meet required standards.
 Installed CCTV inside and outside the building.
 We have  a  dedicated  member  of  Ripley  Town  Council  staff  taking  bookings  for

facility.
 Installed two storage containers for the sports clubs to use.

In the current year, we will be introducing a rewilding area on the land, and install wildflower
sedum cassettes to the roof of the football clubs storage container thanks to funding from the
Cooperative Bank. 

We look forward to working with Butterley United Cricket Club and Ripley Town Football Club
on developing the facility. In particular, we are looking to establish a new 3G pitch with the
Football Club and the Football Association on the site.

Together, we will continue to make improvements to Greenwich Community Sports Hub, to
meet the needs and aspirations of our community.

Councillor Tony Holmes
August 2023




































