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FRIENDS OF HARTHILL AND CALDERSTONES PARK 
 

41st ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

FRIDAY MARCH 10th 2023 at THE MANSION HOUSE, CALDERSTONES PARK 
 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGM 2023 
 
First of all I would like to propose a vote of thanks to all the Committee Members who have worked 
so hard and given freely of their time, and without whom the Friends group would not exist. Energy 
has gone into recruiting more members, rebranding the group with a new logo, and holding 
activities on weekends including Open Days in the Nature Reserve. 
 
Some of the highlights of this year have been the activities that have taken place organised by The 
Friends.  First of all, the Tree Walk guided by our President, Colin Twist around Calderstones Park. 
He is so knowledgeable and made the walk very interesting and enjoyable. We are indeed lucky to 
have a park that has, according to The Tree Register, the most interesting and varied collection of 
trees of any public park in the whole of the UK. 
 
The two weekends of Open Days in June at the Nature Reserve also proved to be popular with really 
large numbers coming to see how the area is developing and in particular to see the Wildflower 
Meadow now in its second year. 
 
The “Gardening Galore” event which we held in this Mansion House was indeed very successful 
even though numbers had to be limited due to Covid.  We had a really enjoyable time with an expert 
panel for our Gardeners’ Question Time and Anne Harrison, a Kew trained lecturer, who gave us 
an interesting and informative talk about plants that would encourage wildlife into the garden. 
Aigburth Hall Nursery also provided plants for sale. This was so successful we do hope to repeat 
this event next year. 
  
Our informative talks including “Leech Craft: 10th Century Medicine” by Diane Goodier and “The 
Birds and the Bees! “by George Pilkington also proved popular in the Mansion House on a Thursday 
afternoon. 
 
Another very enjoyable event that was held in December in the Theatre room was “Christmas with 
the Friends”. I was very upset to miss this meeting because of Covid but I understand that it was a 
really successful afternoon. There was entertainment from Eliza and Irene Fennell, a fantastic 
musical interlude. There were demonstrations of garland making by people who had had years of 
experience decorating Speke Hall for a Victorian Christmas. The Manager, Tom from a local florist 
“Flowerbug” demonstrated brilliant ways of decorating your home with floral art and table 
decorations at Christmas. 
 
Another great boost for the Friends group this year was the award of over £23,000 from the Postcode 
Neighbourhood Trust for the park’s Nature Reserve. Only this week we have been spending time 
watching the Civil Engineers bringing a digger and dumper to the Reserve. A huge amount of work 
had been completed despite the adverse conditions. Two ponds have been created and nine tree 
planting holes excavated in the reinforced concrete which has now virtually disappeared under 
raised beds of substrate. 
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The Nature Reserve has also seen the Friends liaising with other experts and groups 
including a bat expert who advised on Bat Boxes to place in the trees inside the Reserve. We 
have also worked with John Moore’s University to enable a study of beetles on site. We have 
consulted with Lancashire Wildlife Trust and Childwall Woods for pond advice. We have 
had donations from John Lewis and the Guiding Associations to purchase items for the 
Nature Reserve. 
 
I would also like to propose another vote of thanks to all the volunteers who help at the 
Nature Reserve.  This group is absolutely fabulous! Everyone works so hard and gets on so 
well together. We all enjoy our time spent there. We have a Nature Reserve artist, a Nature 
Reserve woodchip enthusiast and a Nature Reserve hedgehog champion to name but a few! 
My personal thanks also go to two people who recently joined the group and have taken on 
extra responsibility making my job considerably easier.  Massive thanks to Paul Harris who 
is training to be a garden designer. His design for the reinforced concrete slab, turning it 
into a fabulous dry garden punctuated with deep tree planting pits will surely make the 
most amazing display. I would also like to mention Steven Ralph has recently joined the 
group. I would like to thank him for all his efforts in researching and supervising the 
construction of the two ponds and for becoming the link person with J E Jones Tree Nursery. 
He is in the process of choosing and arranging delivery of nine standard trees for the tree 
planting pits that will be paid for with a grant from The Northern Forest that Ben from The 
Mersey Forest has helped us source. 
 
Work has also gone on in the main body of the park outside the Nature Reserve the work 
assisting with the upkeep of the park. We have also made our usual grants to the park for 
its upkeep. The Friends are very concerned about the Harthill Vestibule that has recently 
been damaged by fire and we have met with the Head of Street Scene to discuss its future. 
Hopefully this will be something that we can work on in the future. 
 
On a more worrying note, we are very concerned about the future of the park and we feel 
that the Friends will have to take a more active role in its maintenance.  Budget cuts to the 
City of £47 million has meant that the City’s Parks Budget have taken a real cut. This will 
mean all parks in Liverpool will see less mowing, less planting of flowerbeds and fewer 
gardeners employed.  On a more positive note for Calderstones there has been money 
already allocated to the park by Liverpool City Council. £90,000 is to be spent on the 
Children's Playground and £120,000 has been allocated to dredge the lake. Sixteen new trees 
have been planted with one being provided by The Friends to add to The Queen’s Canopy. 
I think going forward The Friends are going to have to try and plug the gap that the cuts 
will create, both with contributions and actual physical work, to ensure the park has the 
necessary attention and maintenance to make it the beautiful and enjoyable green space that 
it is at present. 
 

CAROLINE WILLIAMS  
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