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2024 Impact Report 
Our Festival
Stainsby folk group has, for almost 60 years, been creating access to live
music in the former Derbyshire coalfield. The centrepiece of the charity's
work is the production of Stainsby festival which is a three day long
greenfield site music event. The festival provides an opportunity to
experience the very best of the folk music tradition from the UK and
internationally. But the festival is unique in providing opportunities to
participate in music at all levels including the results of our young people's
music programme in local schools. The event also provides opportunities to
enjoy and participate in spoken word events from poetry to politics as well
as traditional craft and children's entertainment. The ethos of the festival is
designed to be kind and welcoming with a strong emphasis on creating an
inclusive environment.

The production of the festival creates access to this high-quality arts
experience for up to 2000 people in a number of different ways. Those
paying full ticket prices are gaining access to music at approximately one
third of the cost of equivalent commercial events. Weekend camping is free
and food and drink prices a consciously kept out an affordable level. We also
offer a range of free and half-price tickets for the immediate community and
those who cannot afford to pay are welcomed as part of our 600 strong
volunteer workforce.

Our volunteer ethos.
We can only offer the unique experience of Stainsby festival because of the work and commitment of
hundreds of volunteers. It is through the generous donation of that time and effort that access to the
festival can remain affordable for some and free for others. The voluntary nature of our event is the
foundation of the unique experience of Stainsby festival which is not about extracting profit but using the
arts to inspire and entertain. Over the last 10 years the festival has become increasingly aware of the very
important mental health benefits generated through volunteering at the festival and throughout the year. Part of
these benefits are about creating opportunities for connection between people which can help address the
chronic loneliness that many people experience in modern society. It is about using music and art to explore
emotions through shared experiences. There are also specific mental health benefits which were revealed when
volunteers undertook our most ambitious infrastructure project, the building an oak framed storage barn.
During that process we created a safe space where people could express some deep-seated mental health
challenges in an atmosphere of acceptance and kindness. 

Our commitment to sustainable development.
One of the most hard-won achievements of our charity was successfully raising £80,000 to buy the two
fields where the festival takes place. The purchase of the fields has enabled us to begin an environmental
transformation which will both restore nature and make our event more resilient to the severe weather
being driven by the climate crisis. Our plans include the restoration of a Green Lane as well as other
hedgerow boundaries the long-term restoration of the wildflower Meadow which once existed on the site.
We have recently completed the construction of a traditional oak frame barn to create resilient storage on
the side and begun the replacement of ancient field trees which were removed by opencast coal extraction
in the 1950s. We have begun this work with enthusiasm and by April 2025 will have had planted more than
600 hedgerow plants and trees in less than two years.
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Stainsby Folk Group

Receipts & Payments Accounts

Restricted: Restricted: Restricted: Restricted: Unrestricted 2024 2023

Barn build Fields

A1-Receipts

Grants

 -  - 2,500  -  - 2,500 2,000

Four winds energy co-operative ltd 7,376  -  -  -  - 7,376  - 

Bolsover District Council 7,469  -  - 500  - 7,969  - 

Derbyshire County Council  -  -  - 500  - 500  - 

Total Grants 14,845  - 2,500 1,000  - 18,345 2,000

Other Receipts

Advertising Income  -  -  -  - 325 325  - 

Bar receipts  -  -  -  - 16,952 16,952 13,527

Car Park receipts  -  -  -  - 571 571  - 

Concessions (catering stalls)  -  -  -  - 3,056 3,056 3,824

Craft stall receipts  -  -  -  - 590 590 625

Individual Donations  - 3,194  -  - 1,000 4,194  - 

Gift aid HMRC  -  -  -  - 1,259 1,259  - 

Other Income  -  -  -  - 3,316 3,316  - 

Ticket sales  -  -  -  - 34,305 34,305 34,135

Total Other Receipts  - 3,194  -  - 61,374 64,568 52,111

Total Receipts 14,845 3,194 2,500 1,000 61,374 82,913 54,111

See note 2

A-3 Payments

Artists fees & expenses   -  - 2,500  - 23,987 26,487  - 

Admin  -  -  -  - 1,927 1,927 2,459

Bar payments  -  -  -  - 5,362 5,362 6,257

Trustees Expenses  -  -  -  - 142 142 724

Publicity  -  -  -  - 1,451 1,451 522

Site payments  -  -  - 1,000 25,146 26,146 25,650

Misc. payments  -  -  -  - 757 757  - 

Total Payments  -  - 2,500 1,000 58,773 62,273 35,612

A-4 Capital spend

Purchase of mobile cabin for volunteer work days  - 1,200  -  -  -  -  - 

Barn build 26,683  -  -  -  -  -  - 

Total Capital Spend 26,683 1,200  -  -  - 27,883 81,658

Net Income (11,838) 1994 0 0 2601 (7,242) (63,159)

A-5 Transfers between funds

2096 (2,096)

A-6 Cash funds last year end  - 6746 11289

       Cash funds this year end 1 (9,742) 6644  -  - 13890 10793 18035

Year ended 31st December 2024 

Community
access

Volunteer
welfare

Ault Hucknall Parish Council (subsidized community tickets)





 

 

Independent examiner’s report to the trustees of 
Stainsby Folk Group 
I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the Stainsby Folk Group 
(the Group) for the year ended 31 December 2024.  

Responsibilities and basis of report  

As the charity trustees of the Group you are responsible for the preparation of the 
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the Act’).  

I report in respect of my examination of the Group’s accounts carried out under section 
145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination I have followed all the 
applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the 
Act. 

Independent examiner’s statement  

The Group’s gross income did not exceed £250,000 and so there is no requirement that 
your examiner must be a member of a body listed in section 145 of the Act. 
Nevertheless, I confirm that I am a member of the ICAEW, which is one of the listed 
bodies. 

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have come to my 
attention in connection with the examination giving me cause to believe that in any 
material respect:  

1. accounting records were not kept in respect of the Trust as required by section 
130 of the Act; or  

2. the accounts do not accord with those records. 

In carrying out my examination I noted three matters to which I specifically draw your 
attention: 

1. The Annual Report for 2024 was approved in March 2025, prior to the 
Independent Examination, and the financial information contained therein is not 
consistent with the final accounts. Additionally, the Annual Report does not 
contain all the details required by the Charities (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations 2008. You have agreed to amend and reissue the 2024 Annual 
Report accordingly. 

2. As a result of enquiries made during the examination, you identified a cash 
purchase of £1,200 which did not initially appear in your accounting records. I 
have not seen any indication of further errors and consider the amount 



 

 

immaterial, however this lapse puts into doubt the completeness and overall 
integrity of your accounting records. 

3. I noted an immaterial lapse in the keeping of accounting records which has 
resulted in £3,275 of receipts and £797 of expenditure for which you are unable 
to accurately identify the nature of the transactions. While the circumstances of 
these transactions strongly suggest that they relate directly to the operation of 
the festival, you should take steps in future to ensure that you comply with your 
duty to keep complete accounting records. 

I attach as an Appendix to this report to provide further detail of these matters and 
others identified and corrected during the course of the Independent Examination. 

I confirm that there are no other matters to which your attention should be drawn in this 
report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.  

 

Signed:  Tim Rouse 

Name:  Tim Rouse ACA 

Relevant professional qualification: ICAEW Chartered Accountant 

Address:  12 Century Road, London E17 6JB 

Date:  24 October 2025 

  


