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The past year has once again been one of continued success and growth not 
only to our Association but also to the railway and the museum as a whole. This 
is testament to the hard work everyone has carried out and it really pays off, we 
should all be proud. 
The 2024 season has been filled with new ventures. We have seen a very 
successful exhibition into the social and railway history of Backworth which 
offers a glimpse into our growing and fantastic archive. In July our Model Railway 
Exhibition proved a huge success and allowed us to make new connections 
within the hobby. Our continued use of our own resources has allowed us to run 
some superb freight demo days and photo charters, again proving that we can do 
a lot with what we have and inspiring us to do more. We have also seen the 
restoration of our Shell BP Tank wagon which marks the start of  the overhaul of 
the fleet of tank wagons we have on site. 
The Waggonway Tearoom once again had a record year and continues to 
enhance the visitor experience and provides a huge financial support to allow us 
to complete vehicle restoration, put on events and invest in the improvement of 
the railway.  
A new addition to the site that will be having its grand opening this Easter is the 
North Tyneside Light Railway. We started to see this emerge over the season with 
a demonstration at the Model Railway weekend in July however major 
construction couldn’t begin until later in the year. There has been a significant 
amount of work and resource that has gone into this and I’m sure this will be a 
success. 
Moving into 2025 we have a packed year of events and interesting things 
happening, we are hosting a month long history event, hosting our 2nd Model 
Railway Weekend and looking forward to the return of Ale by Rail. We are moving 
from strength to strength, gaining more members, getting loads of positive 
feedback on social media and generally continuing to make a good name for 
ourselves. The site has never looked better and it continues to do so.  
 
Thank you to everyone for everything you do, we continue to grow and develop in 
extremely positive ways creating a really strong and positive place we can all be 
proud of. Please continue to encourage, to learn and to do what we all do best. I 
would like to continue investing in the site and taking on new projects to 
showcase what we do. 
 
Michael Wortley, Chairman 
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Independent examiner's 
report on the accounts 

 

           Section A                        Independent Examiner’s Report 
 

 

Report to the trustees/ 
members of 

Charity Name 

North Tyneside Steam Railway Association 

  

On accounts for the 
period ended 

28 February 2025 Charity no 
(if any) 

508092 

  

Set out on pages 2-3 
 

  

 
 
 

Responsibilities and 
basis of report 

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above 
charity (“the Trust”) for the period ended 28 / 02 / 2025. 
 
As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation 
of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 
2011 (“the Act”).  
 
I report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out 
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I 
have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.   

Independent 
examiner's statement 

I have completed my examination.  I confirm that no material matters have 
come to my attention in connection with the examination which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 

• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of 
the Act or  

• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records 
 

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection 
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a 
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
 

  

Signed: 
 

Date: 03/4/25 

  

Name: Lisa Forrest 

  

Relevant professional 
qualification(s) or body 

(if any): 

Retired Chartered Accountant (ICAEW until 31 Dec 22) 

  

Address: 95 Village Court 

 Whitley Bay 

 NE26 3QB 
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