





Annual Report 2023 - 2024  


2023 - 2024 once again saw an enthused and committed audience engaging with live jazz and 
improvised music, feeling truly secure to experience event environments post-pandemic. As an 
organisation Jazz North East do still remain aware of ongoing potential threats, not just through 
potential threats from illness, but also with concern for global finance, and as such we have 
continued to ensure that artists are well paid for their work, and ticket prices remain accessible for 
all persons. 


During this period we were delighted to see a number of sell out concerts, affirming the 
excitement and demand for the art-form in Tyneside and the North of England, and also the thirst 
for artists from outside the area, and internationally, wanting to perform in the region. 


Building on existing framework, working in conjunction with local promoters and educators, 
through our programme of work Jazz North East successfully supported and developed 
musicians, audiences, promoters and grassroots venues in Tyne and Wear.


We continued to use spaces that regularly promote jazz but also employed new performance 
environments to engage new diverse untapped audiences and provide a wider venue network for 
artists from and coming to the region. 


With this in mind we were delighted to include silent films with live soundtracking and also in 
partnership with Newcastle Festival of Jazz and Improvised Music the use of the historic Edith 
Adamson Carillon at Newcastle Civic Centre.  


Our project featured concerts, workshops, film screenings, jazz socials, group meetings and 
discussion platforms. 


Partnerships continued to grow which also saw us achieve some great coverage through BBC 
Radio including participation in the BBC Proms at Glasshouse International Centre for Music. 


We are proud that Jazz North East continues to enhance Tyne and Wear as a great place to live 
and reinforce the reputation of North England as a culturally vibrant centre for the arts. 




Amongst others, our key venues throughout this time frame included The Globe, The Literary and 
Philosophical Society, Gosforth Civic Theatre, Bobiks and Jesmond United Reformed Church. 


Alongside venues, partners organisations included the South Asian GemArts with whom we 
staged a number of concerts for their annual Masala festival, we continued to show support for 
the regional New Jazz and Improvised Music Recordings label, and remained lead partner for the 
forward thinking Newcastle Festival of Jazz and Improvised Music.


We were delighted to work in partnership with Jazz.Coop at The Globe throughout the year and 
also on International Jazz Day presenting the Corrie Dick ‘Sun Swells’ Band.


Other concerts of note included the contemporary Scottish folk fusion of Fraser Fifield’s ‘Secret 
Path’ for International Bagpipe Day, and Scottish folkie James Yorkson with Jon Thorne and the 
South Asian vocalist Ranjana Ghatak. We continue to promote and celebrate diversity and 
inclusion across our field of work. 


Whilst the lockdown period of 2020 - 2021 presented a question of the ongoing existence of Jazz 
North East and what the future could look like, with funding support and the vital enthusiasm from 
our board and audiences we feel we have managed to return stronger than ever, and continued to 
build this momentum throughout 2023 into 2024. 


Our project manager and administrator was allowed to continue steering the ship, managing the 
required elements of the regular workload whilst attending many Zoom sector sessions and in 
person meetings planning for the future. Notably this includes regular contact with the Northern 
development agency Jazz North, and the nationwide Jazz Promotion Network. 


We continued to promote with our ‘Women Make Music’ concert series ever present, showing 
commitment to the Keychange initiative. We also maintained membership with Black Lives in 
Music continuing to promote diversity through our programme and action. Embodying the values 
of Music Declares Emergency we continue to evolve our strategies for ecological sustainability. 


Jazz North East continues in its determination to sustain the high quality of programming that has 
been its hallmark since the organisation’s inception in 1966. Whilst we fully appreciate the 
importance of the jazz tradition, we believe that jazz as a creative art form is constantly moving 
forward and that it is our responsibility to reflect and celebrate this dynamism. Thus presentation 
of new artists, collaboration with other promoters and further development of international links 
remain crucial to our work, alongside the development of new concepts and ideas to inspire 
creative practise, artists and audiences. 


The Jazz North East mission is that of reflecting the diversity of jazz and improvised music. The 
future is exciting and our commitment to being a forward-looking organisation involves a degree 
of financial risk. Jazz North East, our audiences, and the artists that we support are immensely 
grateful to Arts Council England for their continued funding, and to all other supporting 
organisations.


We very much look forward to celebrating the 60th anniversary of Jazz North East in 2026. 


We have remained conscious that there should be no compromise on quality, ensuring that we 
sustain our mantra “the Best in Jazz since 1966”. We continue to maintain a programme that 
covers a wide spectrum of jazz styles from performances, rooted in both the ‘mainstream’ jazz 
tradition through to highly experimental concerts of free improvisation. We support established  
artists, alongside young newcomers and recent graduates just beginning to emerge onto the 
scene. 


We continue to remain in close contact with many regional festivals in planning future events. 
These include the South Asian ‘Masala’ Festival working the with regional GemArts, Tyneside Irish 
Festival, and the Newcastle Festival of Jazz and Improvised Music.  


A significant strand in our past programme has been our PRSF supported ‘Women Make Music’ 
project to highlight female musicians as composers, performers and instructors. We continue to 



develop this project and have discussed at great length the need to further support diversity 
within our work, to bring more people of colour into our activity, and to also find more 
representation for those with disabilities working alongside Attitude is Everything. 


As an organisation we continue to step further into the position of a developmental body, as well 
as maintaining a reputation as a highly regarded promoter. Our involvement with musicians is 
apparent with frequent approaches in an advisory role to artists career development, requests to 
deliver presentations, appearing as panel members at forums and writing references and letters of 
support for local and international artists. 


Venues and Partnerships 

We were delighted to continue working with the award winning Globe. In doing so this has given 
us access to a well equipped venue following refurbishment, the venue is also fully accessible.


We also continued to work with Gosforth Civic Theatre. As an arts venue Gosforth Civic Theatre is 
home to, and run by, Liberdade Community Development Trust, a charity that works with people 
with learning disabilities and autism, giving them a place to belong, work and get involved in the 
arts and their community. As a truly inclusive space for performance, music, cinema, and events 
aimed at the heart of the community Gosforth Civic Theatre is a socially conscious and 
responsible space that prioritises the health, safety and wellbeing of its audiences, participants 
and performers. The Theatre acts as a live performance space with cinema projection facilities. 
The venue is also fully accessible, in a prime location for green transport links and benefits from 
on site free parking. 


A third venue was the prestigious and historical Literary and Philosophical Society, which benefits 
from one of the finest grand pianos in the North of England, and a highly supportive team of staff 
and volunteers. The Lit and Phil continues to remain the central hub for Newcastle Festival of Jazz 
and Improvised Music, and a venue celebrated by all musicians who perform there. 


A new venue to us has been Jesmond United Reformed Church which also benefits a beautiful 
grand piano and a fantastic and enthusiastic staff body. 


Sadly we saw the closure of the venue Bobiks with which we had established a strong partnership 
including three sell out concerts, the venue had allowed access to new audiences in Jesmond on 
the outskirts beyond the city centre. With this loss we have employed other spaces such as Cluny 
in Ouseburn Valley, again allowing access to newer audiences. 


With a new production team in place at Glasshouse International Centre for Music (formerly know 
as Sage Gateshead) we were delighted to see our partnerships developing further where we 
worked in conjunction on promotions at BBC Proms. 


International Partnerships 

Jazz North East’s reputation as a significant presence on the international jazz scene continues. 
Artists and organisations continue to grapple with the fallout from Brexit and Covid, but we 
continue to maintain relations with Dutch Performing Arts and Jazz Danmark, whilst also 
maintaining a commitment to artists from many overseas countries including Luxembourg, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Australia, Canada and the USA, and many many more. 


Finance 

The adventurous nature of Jazz North East’s programming would not be possible without the 
support of public funding, which enables us to maintain a creatively vibrant and forward-looking 
approach. Continued assistance from Arts Council England, who provide the largest share of our 
funding provided ongoing and gratefully received financial stability for the organisation. We 
received an Arts Council grant of £29,996 to support the calendar year period October 2022 - 
December 2023 followed by an additional grant of £29,959 to support January 2024 - December 
2024. We also benefit from a small amount of public donations alongside ticket sales, our online 
Discogs CD shop and contributions from our lead partner organisations. 




The Board 

The Board has continued to benefit from the services of our paid admin assistant and project 
manager Wesley Stephenson, whose work in co-ordinating our concert programme and in liaison 
with the artists, concept and organisational development, alongside fundraising and marketing, 
has proved absolutely invaluable. 


The Board members for 2023 - 2024 were: 


John Pope (Chair)

Melanie Grundy (Secretary) 
Stewart Smith (Treasurer) 
Ken Drew 

Charlie McGovern 

Toshitaka Zenimoto 


Concert Schedule: 2023 - 2024 (Financial Year)  

Friday 7th April: Abbie Finn's 'Finntet' + Zoë Gilby with Andy Champion


Saturday 8th April: Me Lost Me + Ceitidh Mac + Heather Ferrier


Sunday 30th April: Corrie Dick ‘Sun Swells’ Album Tour (International Jazz Day) 


Friday 12th May: Taking The Dog For A Walk (Film Screening)


Sunday 14th May: Eternal Triangle (Trevor Watts / Veryan Weston / Jamie Harris) + Andy 
Champion


Friday 19th May: Kira Kira (Satoko Fujii / Alister Spence / Natsuki Tamura / Tom Bancroft)


Friday 16th June: Steve Beresford / Hannah Marshall / John Butcher


Sunday 18th June: Graham Costello's STRATA


Sunday 9th July: Spaces Unfolding + Alex Ward and Dominic Lash


Wednesday 19th July: Michael Messer’s Mitra (GemArts Masala Festival)


Friday 21st July: Yazz Ahmed and Arun Ghosh (GemArts Masala Festival: BBC Proms at Sage 
Gateshead)


Friday 22nd September - Sunday 8th October 


Newcastle Festival of Jazz and Improvised Music 2023

Jon Bradley (The Edith Adamson Carillon) 
Three Tsuru Origami + Paul Edis and Graeme Wilson 
Zoe Rahman Octet 
John Pope Quintet + Late Girl + Shapeshifters 
Sarah Gail Brand / Cath Roberts / Andy Champion / Emil Karlsen 
Alcyona Mick 
Balo: Manon McCoy / Will Shaw 
Sebastian Lexer / Michael Mayes / Steve Noble + Semay Wu + Miman 
Maja Bugge and Sarah Nicolls + Olivia Moore and Adam Fairhall 
Rie Nakajima 
Samuel Blaser Trio + Laura Toxværd with Jeppe Zeeberg + Atzi Muramatsu  
Zoë Gilby Quintet w/ Tony Kofi + Ubunye 

Friday 20th October: Get The Blessing + Power Out




Friday 27th October: Paul G.Smyth / John Edwards / Mark Sanders


Sunday 5th November: Greg Abate with Dean Stockdale / John Pope / Abbie Finn


Sunday 12th November: Han-earl Park / Lara Jones / Pat Thomas


Friday 17th November: James Yorkston / Jon Thorne / Ranjana Ghatak


Sunday 10th December: Tele-Port (Zhenya Strigalev / Jérôme Klein / Pol Belardi / Jeff Herr)


Sunday 28th January: SENTIENT BEINGS with John O’Gallagher, Faith Brackenbury, John Pope, 
Tony Bianco 


Saturday 17th February: The Family Band + Abbie Finn Trio


Sunday 25th February: Bex Burch + Rachel Musson


Sunday 10th March: Fraser Fifield - Secret Path Trio


































































