
61st Air Scout Group Report 2024/2025 

I must thank every section volunteer for their continuing commitment. They have been working hard 
over the past year delivering for our group, it has been a challenge to maintain quality scouting in 
difficult circumstances.  

The 61st Exec committee have been exceptional, as ever, meeting the challenges set by our 
successful scout group, we would be in a poor position without them. My thanks in particular go to 
Vanessa, Karen and Mick who have steered the group in the right direction through the past year. 

The section reports are evident that we are providing numerous exciting activities in all sections, 
giving exceptional service to our members. Once again in 2024/25 every section has managed to 
have multiple overnight camps and residentials, alone and working with other sections of the group.  

Our beaver section has provided the first steps in scouting at the 61st. They give the Beavers tough 
challenges while having so much fun.   

The cub section has focus on learning and discovery, which shows with their varied meeting content. 
They are exercising the cubs strengths both physical and mental at such an important point in their 
development as young people. 

New experiences for the members who have come through the Beaver and Cub sections is difficult 
when they do so much, but Air Scout section manages to achieve this. Developing the skills and 
values learned in the junior sections, expanding the air scouts’ knowledge and experience, giving 
them more autonomy. We didn’t manage any flying experience for the members in this year but I’m 
pleased to say that those attending the 2025 summer camp will all take part in a powered flying 
experience, flying out of Sandtoft Airfield.   

Atlas Explorers, part of the 61st family, have continued to maintain numbers and provide great 
support, with young leaders helping at cubs all sections. Atlas are looking for volunteers with a sense 
of adventure to help expand their activities and experiences, please see Mowgli if interested.  

We have spent a full year out of our building that was finally demolished in August 2024. It took 
many months before the footing were put in with over 70 pilings being put into the ground and the 
site clearer of asbestos from the former building. I hoped to report our entry to the new building in 
this 2024-2025 report but building delays mean that I will now hopefully, get to report in 2025 – 
2026 that we have successfully returned to our new home and a have stepped up our scouting 
presence in Bentley.  

The new building is taking a massive amount of volunteer time  and without Mick, Karen and 
Vanessa we would not be moving forward with the build massive thanks to you for doing what you 
do! 

The minibus has been well used by the sections at the 61st and we have established so regular loans 
to groups in Doncaster during 2024-25. It has made life easier when being at the wood for meetings 
and providing transport for camps and events. Continued thanks to Michael for maintaining the 
vehicle and to those who have looked after the minibus at their home address.  

One of the highlights of the year for me was taking the group to Go Bounce along with 47th Cubs. We 
had a get time with Santa visiting and everyone getting a good bounce. We managed to invest one of 
our new air scouts and had a fantastic night, a good way to round off our 70th Year.  



I’m proud to be 61st, 2024/25 has seen some great scouting at the 61st our new building will be 
ready 2025-2026 and the plans for the year are looking better than ever.   

I would like to finish by thanking everyone who contributes to keep the 61st scouting experience he 
best for the youth of Bentley and Arksey (and further afield).  

Many thanks 

John Green 

Group Lead Volunteer 






















