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Chairmans Report 
The Last two years have been without precedent the region has been exceptionally busy 

not just in relation to consistent growth in callouts with 2024 being the regions busiest year on 

record, it was a complete coincidence that this also marked our 60th anniversary. We have 

also been busy in non operational ways to moving from to a new CIO charitable status which 

I have to thank Ian Donaldson and Keith Montgomery for all the work they put in to make it 

happen.. 

In 2023 we had some significant movement in the regions operations group, with our 

long serving regional training officer stepped down due to securing the roles of  MREW 

National training officer replaced by Toby Green. We closed off  2023 with Ian Bunting 

stepping down as Operational support to take on the National Operations Director role, 

Patch Haley of  GMRT stood up to replace Ian and has continued the great work of  the 

OMG and revitalising the Emergency services liaison group.  

In 2024 as mentioned above we celebrated our 60th anniversary in May thanks to great 

work by Edale’s Thomo Thompson and Neil Roden we met with some of  the original 

searchers from the 4 inns tragedy the catalyst for the foundation of  the PDMRO, this meeting 

was recorded by the BBC and gained a lot of  national coverage. Unfortunately a few weeks 
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after this we had of  the passing of  Ray Davis the team leader of  Glossop who led the 4 Inns 

search and founding member of  the region. Ray was a stalwart of  Mountain Rescue and for 

many years was the secretary of  the MRC (Later became MREW). 

At the very first meeting post the 4 Inns to discuss forming a MR region Derbyshire 

Cave Rescue were present, DCRO have been an integral part of  the region ever since and its 

fitting that as we moved to a new CIO status we fully bring in DCRO as a full member team, 

this was voted on unanimously by the exec in July 2024. With this new status the region 

supported DCRO’s application to become a full member of  MREW. 

Moving on into late summer Toby Green and the OMG claimed we were going to have 

a celebration called Peak Diamond to mark 60 years, this as you will have seen in the opps 

report was the biggest MR led exercise of  its kind and gained massive national attention from 

many of  the media outlets, and I am sure this and the new PDMRO website has helped  

bring a steady stream of  donations in to the region and teams. 

The region has gone from strength to strength over the last two years our national 

representation is really strong, with Ian, Patch and Myself  attending many of  the Ops and 

regional chair meetings, all the subgroup leads keep the PDMRO share of  voice high to.  

The next few years will shape things to come Mountain Rescue as a volunteer led 

organisation is being stretched all 47 national teams busier than they have ever been some 

averaging more than a shout a day, some teams are now reflecting on years of  mission creep 

and are consolidating the activities they do and returning to core Mountain Rescue jobs. Ian 

is leading the way nationally around risk assessments and the impact on team, add this to the 

ongoing what is the future of  MR question from Mike Park and the whole organisation as we 

know it could be at a cross roads. That said I think we have a very strong and aligned region 

and will definitely be a driving force into the future, this is all thanks to each and every team 

member and the families that support them for the time it takes to get out and save lives. 

Matt 

Matt Dooley  

Chairman PDMRO  
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