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With the sale of the Dawson's Corner land to Leeds City Council's Highways department in 
24/25 for £1 .4m, the level of income exceeded the threshold for a full audit. To Leeds City 
Council's knowledge, the accounts had not previously exceeded the threshold for an audit. 
An application has been made to the Charity Commission for a dispensation from an audit 
on the grounds that: 

- A tender request was made to a number of audit firms who do audits of Leeds City
Council's accounts, grant claims and government returns and any other assurance
exercises that arise for the audit of the 24/25 Calverley Charity - The Workhouse
Allotment accounts. There was no interest in the tender; no one responded with a
proposal to undertake the audit.

- The 24/25 accounts have fewer than 20 transactions in total which are investment
interest transactions and other income transactions, including a transaction for a one­
off sale of land in year of £1.4m from the charity to Leeds City Council's Highway's
department for a road widening scheme. Separate officers from Leeds City Council's
Legal Services dealt with the sale for the charity and for the Highways department to
maintain segregation of duties and external advice was also provided for the charity.

- As a result, the 24/25 income for Calverley Charity - The Workhouse Allotment was
£1,408,354, the income from the sale of the land, investment income and de minimis
rental income.

- There was no expenditure for Calverley Charity - The Workhouse Allotment in
2024/25. Therefore, there was no consequential spending because of the increased
inflow of funds in 2024/25 that requires further assurance and scrutiny.

- The three ward councillors for Calverley and Farsley are the representatives of Leeds
City Council as trustee for the charity. The funds are held within Leeds City Council
bank accounts separately recorded, so any withdrawals or transfers are via the
Council's Financial Services and subject to internal controls for the Council's bank
accounts as a result.

A decision regarding the dispensation is pending. While this is the case, an independent 
examination of the 24/25 accounts has been has undertaken to provide the assurance 
that the exercise gives. 

2 














