
 
 

Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 

From 01/03/2021 Period start date To 28/02/2022 Period end date 

Charity name: George Viner Memorial Fund Trust 

Charity registration number: 328142 
 

Objectives and Activities 
 

 SORP reference  

Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 Our aim is to promote and assist with the education 
and training of young students from black, Asian and 
ethnic minorities, living in the UK, who are working 
towards a career in journalism. 

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts. 

Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

Our charity aims to make a practical difference by 
assisting students from ethnic backgrounds who 
need that first break to get into the industry. We offer 
financial assistance towards recognised journalism 
courses and wherever possible we provide mentors 
who are experienced journalists to support the 
scholars throughout their course. The trustees and 
administrator provide a duty of care to the George 
Viner Memorial Fund, using their personal skills and 
experience to ensure the charity operates efficiently. 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 The trustees are committed to continuing to ensure 
that the primary objective of the George Viner 
Memorial Fund Trust is to provide journalistic course 
bursaries to Black, Asian and Ethnic Minority 
students, from the general public, wishing to 
undertake a career in journalism. 

Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 SORP reference  

 
 
Policy on grant making 

 

Para 1.38 

 

 
 
Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 

 

Para 1.38 

 

 
 
Contribution made by 
volunteers 

 

Para 1.38 

 

 
Other 

  



   

 
 

Achievements and Performance 
 

 SORP reference  

 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
 

Para 1.20 

During this period the trustees made 1 award to help 
students follow their dreams to achieve 
qualifications that might start their careers in 
journalism. The course1 undertaken was: 

 
• X1 MA Newspaper Journalism at City, University of 

London 
 

Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
Achievements against 
objectives set 

 
 

Para 1.41 

N/A 

 
 
Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 

 
 
 

Para 1.41 

N/A 

 
 
Investment performance 
against objectives 

 
 

Para 1.41 

N/A 

 
Other 

 N/A 



Financial Review 
 

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21 The charity received an income of £33,236.08 
through donations. 

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 The charity’s income is donation based. Whilst it is 
recognised that it is unlikely that this will change, in 
order to ensure the charity’s longevity, the trustees 
work on the basis that holding reserves, gives a level 
of security to the charity’s finances, where income 
may vary from time to time. 

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 At the end of the financial period, the charity held 
£81,764.58 in its account. The charity has no 
overhead costs, consequently, the charity continues 
to operate on low reserves. 

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22 
N/A 

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24 
N/A 

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23  
N/A 

Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising) 

 
 
 

Para 1.47 

 

 
 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 

 
 
 

Para 1.46 

 
 

N/A 

 
 
A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity 

 
 

Para 1.46 

 
 

N/A 

 
Other 

  
N/A 



Structure, Governance and Management 
 

Description of charity’s 
trusts: 

  

Type of governing document 
(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 1.25 
Trust deed 

How is the charity 
constituted? 
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

Para 1.25  

Trust 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 

Para 1.25 Elected by trustees from former George Viner 
Scholars for a five-year term and can serve 
more than one term. 

Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 
 
 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 

 
 
 

Para 1.51 

 

 
 
The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 

 
 
 

Para 1.51 

Four of the trustees are experienced journalists 
who are active members of the National Union 
of Journalists (NUJ). Michelle Stanistreet is also 
the NUJ General Secretary and member of the 
Federation of Entertainment Unions (FEU). 

 
 
Relationship with any 
related parties 

 
 

Para 1.51 

The Charity is supported by the NUJ who make 
regular contributions and Donations. The 
trustees work closely with their journalistic 
contacts to arrange mentoring for the scholars 
to assist them throughout their studies. 

 
Other 

  

 
Reference and Administrative details 

 
Charity name George Viner Memorial Fund Trust 
Other name the charity uses  
Registered charity number 328142 
Charity’s principal address Headland House, 72 Acton Street, London, WC1X 9NB 

  



Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 
 
 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

 
 

Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 
Director name   
N/A   

   
   
   
   
   

 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 

 
Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year  

N/A   
   
   
   
   
   

Trustee name Office (if any) Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

Jim Boumelha Chair Since 1994 Trustees 

Carole Plaster N/A Since 1995 Trustees 

Cara Simpson N/A Since 2008 Trustees 

Michelle Stanistreet N/A Since 2011 Trustees 

Saadeya Shamsuddin N/A Since 2017 Trustees 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own 
assets 

 

Additional information (optional) 
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

Exemptions from disclosure 

Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 

Other optional information 

 



Declarations 

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above. 

Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 
  
 

Full name(s) 
Position (eg Secretary, 

Chair, etc) 

Date 13th December 2022 

  

Michelle Stanistreet  

Trustee  

 








