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SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENT SOCIETY 

Report to the Charity Commission  

 

2025 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
OBJECTS 

In the interest of the public benefit and education, the objects of the Society are the promotion and 

advancement of the knowledge of the history of scientific artifacts and their preservation. 

 

 

POLICIES 

The main policy of the Society is to provide the infrastructure to gain its objectives and in approved cases to 

provide financial assistance by which its members and others may benefit in some aspect of their activities 

whilst helping to achieve the objects of the Society. 

 

To achieve this overall policy, the Society maintains a worldwide membership, issues the Bulletin of the 

Scientific Instrument Society, holds regular meetings and conferences, and contributes where appropriate to 

debate on issues concerning the objects of the Society. In terms of direct financial benefits, membership for 

students is subsidised and grants are made to individuals for research work related to the Society's aims. 

 

 

GOVERNANCE 

The society was formed in 1983 and is a registered UK charity, number 326733. It is regulated by a written 

constitution last amended in 2025 (6. Subscriptions: addition of ‘In recognition of service to the Society, 

members of the Committee shall be eligible for an optional exemption from subscriptions for the duration of 

their tenure on the Committee. An exemption may be availed of at the discretion of the individual Committee 

member, subject to the approval of the Chair and Treasurer. On retirement or resignation from the Committee, 

subscription fees shall become due as for regular Ordinary Membership’. 8.2 Tenure reworded to:  All 

Committee members shall retire annually at the Annual General Meeting but shall be eligible to be nominated 

for re-election. Officers as listed in paragraph 8.1a shall retire annually at the AGM but shall be eligible for 

re-election. Should a member be standing for election to the office of Chairman, Vice-Chairman or Secretary 

for more than five years in succession, this term extension must be approved by the Membership at the 

AGM.8.3 Election of Officers and Committee members reworded to: Nominations for the vacancies 

occurring annually shall be announced by the Committee and communicated to the membership at least 30 

days before the date of the AGM. It shall then be open to any member to propose alternative nominations. 

Such nominations must be in writing and seconded by at least two members, and must be received by the 

Executive Officer or other person so authorised by the Committee, at least 14 days before the AGM. No one 

member may propose or second more than one nominee for any one vacancy. If the number of nominations 

exceeds the vacancies, a ballot shall be taken of the members present at the meeting, the ballot being 

conducted as the Committee shall determine). 

The appointment and induction of new trustees is carried out as appropriate to the needs and best interests of 

the society. 

 

 

ORGANISATION 

The controlling body of the Society is its Committee in which several members hold designated posts (e.g. 

Treasurer) and which includes up to seven ordinary members of the Society. Elected Members of the 

Committee are the Trustees of the Society during their terms of office. (The Committee may co-opt other 

members of the society but these co-opted members are not Trustees of the Charity.) There is an Executive 

Officer responsible for the day-to-day administration of the Society; this post is provided under contractual 

terms and is reviewed annually. No member of the Committee receives any remuneration for services to the 

Society but expenses may be paid in approved instances. 
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ACCOUNTING 

The Society is not obliged to have a full audit of the accounts, and therefore the Committee has chosen to 

have the accounts examined. For this year the examination was carried out by Hunter & Co. Chartered 

Accountants. 

 

Accountant Hunter & Co. Chartered Accountants 

  415 Blackburn Road, Bolton, BL1 8NJ 

 

Bankers  Lloyds Bank plc, Commercial Banking, P.O. Box 1000, BX1 1LT 

   

 

 

2. REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

The 42nd Annual General Meeting was held on Wednesday 30th July 2025 at 6pm at The British Optical 

Association Museum, 42 Craven Street, London WC2N 5NG and via Zoom.  

 

The following elections were made: 

 

Officers 

Chairman                                Neil Handley 

Vice Chairman    David Howarth 

Treasurer                              David Howarth 

Editor                       Willem Hackmann 

Secretary                       Lauren Ryall-Waite 

Meetings Secretary  Vacant 

 

Ordinary Committee Members 

Nicolás de Hilster (Website); Guy Sechrist (Advertising and Marketing); Alex Rose (Grants); Evan Boxer-

Cook, Luca Rocca, John Caunt 

 

 

OTHER MEETINGS 

 

On 21st and 22nd March 2025, the Society planned a short study tour to the Arithmeum in Bonn, spending 

two entire days in one museum.  The group enjoyed presentations on the use of digital imaging to reconstruct 

the mechanical working processes of complicated calculating machines.  There were behind the scenes visits, 

rare books to be opened and good fellowship at 2 evening dinners.  The link with the Arithmeum was 

cemented further when Dr Patrick Rocca was invited to deliver the annual Medal Lecture in November. 

The Long Study Visit took place in mid-May to The Netherlands, organised by a committee member and 

local contacts.  Members enjoyed a fabulous programme with visits to venues which included: Bert 

Degenaar’s Zuylenburgh Collection and Planetarium, Nicolàs de Hilster’s private observatory and collection 

of navigation and surveying instruments, Huis van Hilde archaeological museum, Rijksmuseum Boerhaave  
Leiden Observatory,Teylers Museum,Hodshon House, Cruquius steam pumping station, Eise Eisinga 

Planetarium and the Louwmann Museum of historic telescopes and vehicles.  There were 16 delegates from 

the UK, Netherlands, Germany, Belgium and the USA. 

 

The Society’s AGM took place on Wednesday 30th July at at 6pm at The British Optical Association Museum, 

42 Craven Street, London WC2N 5NG and via Zoom.  It was attended by 26 people (19 on Zoom). 

 

The Society continued with the monthly online lecture series for our members ‘Fireside Chats’, which proved 

to be a great way to stay connected with our international members.  Six talks took place with approximately 

20-40 members attending each event.  Our speakers spoke on a range of topics including: The making of the 

Gray-Milne seismograph, Resurrecting Lost Instruments: Panoramic Drawing Machines, Righi’s 

polystereoscope as a teaching device and ‘Making Measurement: Researching the Science Museum’s 

scientific glassware collection’. 
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On Friday 28th November the Society’s 13th Gerard Turner Memorial Lecture in honour of the Society’s first 

President and founding Chairman took place at The Reform Club in London, followed by a dinner at a local 

pub. This attracted an audience of 38 people (plus more online) to hear guest speaker Prof. Dr.  Patrick Rocca, 

Chief Curator of the Arithmeum in Bonn talk on ‘The Birth of Calculating Machines and Instruments in the 

17th Century’ 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

 

The annual membership subscriptions were increased by 6% for the year 2025: 

 

Residence in UK   £73.00 (Family £84.00) 

Residence in Europe   £93.00 (Family £100.00 

Residence in Rest of World £100.00/$144 (Family £106.00/$154) 

Student rate   £27.00 in UK & £39.00/$58 elsewhere  

 

There were 336 members as at 31 December 2025, a small decrease on last year. 

 

 

THE SIS BULLETIN 

 

Four issues of the Bulletin were published on time during the year. This continues to be the Society’s main 

vehicle for achieving its objectives. 

 

 

THE WEBSITE 

 

The website continued to be developed as an increasingly important vehicle of communication.  

 

 

RESEARCH GRANTS  

 

The Society has agreed as a means of furthering its objectives to award a number of grants to assist research 

in its field of study on a regular basis. Details were published in the Bulletin, on the website and by direct 

communications to academic departments. 14 applications were received and 4 awards were made for the 

2025 awards. Grants are paid when applicants have carried out the relevant work but are accrued to our 

accounts at the time the application is approved.  3 were paid this year. 

 

 

SUPPORT FOR PUBLICATIONS 

 

The Society has a policy of making advance purchases, on behalf of members, of important reference works 

which can secure the publication of specialised works. In 2025 no purchases were made. 

 

3. FINANCIAL RESERVES 
 

The Society has no income from investments as such but has sums deposited in an interest-bearing savings 

account. This capital acts as a source for charitable activities and a reserve against uncertainties. 

The Society is not active in 'fund-raising' but receives small donations from time to time. Conferences are 

essentially self-supporting and any surplus is directed to furthering the Society’s objectives. 

The Society supports student membership at reduced rates and seeks to promote specific items to achieve its 

aims rather than the general distribution of its charitable assets. Thus sums are made available from time to 

time for research, publications, etc., all requiring such sums to be available when required. 

The reserves policy may therefore be stated as the maintenance of sums on deposit to provide a source for 

major charitable activities and a reserve against uncertainties, any income from which is directed towards the 

running costs of the Society. 

Figures given for levels of reserves relate only to that money which is currently available for use by the 

trustees.  As at 31 December 2025 the Society's net unrestricted funds amounted to £22,689. 

 

4. RISK ASSESSMENT 
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A full risk assessment was carried out during 2008. The Committee reviews this on an annual basis and is 

once again able to confirm that the few risks to which the charity is exposed have been identified and suitable 

precautions are in existence.  

 

 

5. ADMINISTRATION 
 

The Committee met on four occasions during the year. 

 

Our Executive Officer for the past 8 years has been Mrs. Sarah Cavalier. 

All enquiries should be addressed to: 

The Scientific Instrument Society, 

The Old School House, School Lane, Stadhampton, Oxfordshire, OX44 7TR 

E-mail info@scientificinstrumentsociety.org 

 

The Society has a website at www.scientificinstrumentsociety.org 

 

 

6. FULFILLMENT OF CHARITABLE OBJECTIVES 
 

As detailed above the Society continues to fulfill its objectives by publishing its learned journal on time 

four times a year; by holding lectures on appropriate topics which are open to the public and in the case of 

the Annual Lecture without charge; by arranging and organising study tours, by supporting the publication 

of educational books in its field of interest and by the award of research grants. 

 

 

7. DUTY OF TRUSTEES 
 

The Trustees confirm that they have complied with the duty in section 17(5) of the Charities Act 2011 to 

have due regard to the guidance published by the Charity Commission. 

 

 

8. ADOPTION 
 

This Report was adopted unanimously by the Committee in its meeting on Wednesday 30th July 2025 

 

 

 

Neil Handley 

  

 Chairman of Committee of Trustees 

http://www.scientificinstrumentsociety.org/









































