
 

 

14TH Tonbridge Sea Scout Group 2023-24 Annual Report   
Our Group continues to gain members and leaders, we now have over 140 young people across 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Sea Explorers.   We are supported by over forty-four committed leaders 
and other regular helpers who make it possible to run nearly every day of the week during the 
boating season. We have regular meetings on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday nights, 
along with Sunday sailing for Scouts and Explorers at Bough Beech. 

The Beavers take part in wide range of fun and games at the Weir View Hut on a Monday evening, 
and also get to enjoy going out on the water during the boating season, this includes a water fight 
and ice-cream trips to the country park.  
 
The Cub Pack enjoyed boating activities including kayaking, motor-boating, stand up paddle 
boarding and pulling during the summer months, an Autumn Fancy dress party, and a Christmas 
party at the end of term. They made pancakes for Shrove Tuesday, created lighted boats for Diwali, 
and also completed their First Aid badge. Cub Camp was held at Hope Hill and included backwards 
cooking, air rifle shooting, archery and a trip to the windmill.  
 
The Sea Scout Troop have been engaged in the usual wide range of activities during the year, 
including weekly knot skills, an ice-skating evening for both Scouts and Explorers, and wide games. 
As well as the Nautical Skills badge-work, they have been enjoying kayaking, rafting, stand up paddle 
boarding and pulling on the river. We have added additional leaders to support to the Friday night 
team, we recently added ten leaders across all section to the Rafting Permit scheme to ensure we 
continue to deliver safe and enjoyable activities.  
 
The Explorers completed spring term badge work including First Aid and Science, as well as the 
typical Nautical Skills badge work. They then engaged in an all-weather summer season of boating, 
including Rafting, Kayaking, SUPs, and water skills - ensuring they have fun and learn the correct way 
to handle all craft.  
 
Summer Camp for Sea Scouts and Explorers was held at Lymington Sea Scout HQ for a second year. 
The weather was mixed, meaning our program had to be dynamic! Our Scouts and Explorers 
enjoyed a program of kayaking, powerboating and sailing, together with a range of land-based 
activities including tower building, camp fires, cooking and hiking. We took 64 young people and 27 
helpers. This year, we will visit a new site in Bedford with 55 young people and 27 leaders to 
undertake sailing, motor-boating, kayaking and rafting.  

I am pleased to report that the Group’s financial position remains healthy. Our cash position was 
£52,642 at 31 December 2023 compared to £60,769 at 31 December 2022. We would like to thank 
the generosity of a number of donors, and we continue to generate other income through fund-
raising activities such as the water fun days that we organise for Cubs, Scouts and Guides in the 
District; and also from Gift Aid received on the subs and other donations.  Gift Aid remains an 
important source of income for the Group. 

Since we set up the Assistance Fund with the financial support of a benefactor, we have had a 
number of requests for financial assistance for recurring subs or activities such as Summer Camp 



 

 

that have been approved, and this Fund continues to be available to support Young People and 
Leaders to participate in all of our activities. 

The 14th Tonbridge group manages the Weir View Hut for the District as well as using it for our own 
activities. During the year, we have replaced kitchen units, installed a new water fountain, upgraded 
the lighting and installed a washing machine.  

Once again this year, on behalf of the Group Executive, I would like to thank all of the Leaders, 
helpers, parents and other volunteers who give so much of their free time, and so much energy to 
make the 14th Tonbridge Sea Scout Group such a wonderful experience for all our Young People.   

Our priorities for 2024 are to continue to reinforce the leadership team with new volunteers so that 
we can continue to deliver the large number of activities that we currently do for the 140 or so 
Young People in our Group, and to purchase new equipment, including new chairs and begin to 
replace the ageing Sailing fleet.  

 










