
It has been a great year for Scouting in Kennet District with our volunteers going above and 
beyond to deliver an amazing programme to our young people. In a year of success, 58 
Beavers achieved their Chief Scout Bronze Awards; 42 Cubs achieved their Chief Scout Silver 
Awards; and 22 Scouts were awarded their Chief Scout Gold Award. On top of this, 8 Young 
Leaders achieved their belts, 2 Queen Scout awards were earned, the highest award for a 
young person in Scouting and the first ever Scout of the World award in Berkshire went to 
Eleanor Rollinson of Wash Common, a massive well done!

The annual census for 2023 saw the District continue its fantastic growth. Kennet saw the 3rd 
highest growth in young people across the County, with 3 new sections opening their doors 
and 68 new members joining the movement. Since the census, we’ve also gained 2 new 
Squirrel Dreys, at 1st Newbury and 1st Wash Common. This wouldn’t have been possible 
without our incredible volunteers, and it’s been brilliant to welcome 32 new volunteers to 
groups across the District. Since we last gathered for an AGM, 347 activities have taken place 
away from regular meeting places and 42 nights’ away events have also been possible with a 
total of 2,242 nights away, that’s a lot of camping!
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Totals 25 267 296 222 75 885 264 1149
Change from previous year -18 +40 0 +34 +12 +68 +34 +75
% Change from previous year -42% +18% 0% +18% +19% +8% +3% +7%
Change from 2018 (5 years) +25 +75 +76 +36 -21 +191 +65 +256
% Change from 2018 - +39% +35% +19% -22% +28% +33% +29%

Kennet District was once again reunited this year for our annual District St. George’s Day 
celebration. It was a great celebration of everything good about Scouting, with a fantastic 
sketch, activities from across the District and of course some great food with muffins the size 
of your head. It was also the perfect occasion to recognise MO for her unbelievable 40 years 
of Scouting 

Angels Corner has undergone a great deal of work over the last year thanks to the hard work 
of a number of our volunteers. 50 trees have been planted this year, with the majority being 
donated by The Greenham Trust to mark their 25th Anniversary. Alan reliably informs me there
are now 11 species of tree on site, see if you can spot them when you are next at Angel’s 
Corner. The site is an excellent resource for out District, and I would like to extend a huge 
thank you to Alan Askey, Ivan Osborne, and Laurence Parker who have led much of the work 
this year.

The District adventure fund has had its second full year of operation, increasing the 
accessibility of Scouting with grants distributed to participants attending the Alps22 Jamboree
in the mountains, 25th WSJ and individuals involved with section and group camps. The 
scheme is proving popular to date, supporting several dozen young people and adults across 
the district.

The minibus continues to also be an incredibly valuable District asset and has been widely 
used by groups returning to day trips and nights away. I would like to thank both Gerard 
O’Neill and Ian Robinson for their help in maintaining and organising the minibus.

We are proud of all adult volunteers, and are pleased that a number of them have been 
recognised through the Awards for Good Service. We were fortunate to have been able to host
a thank you event in March 2020 before Covid-19 restrictions began, and we look forward to 
another as soon as is possible. 



Commissioner’s Commendation: for local recognition of contribution to Scouting: 

Andrew White
Brian Conlon
Dan Creasey
Emma Odwell
Fiona Kennedy
Gordon Ridgard
Ian Robinson
Kerry Pasucci
Leigh Ruddock
Lynne Valentine
Mike Goddard
Oliver Gomez
Rebecca Hunt
Richard Pethybridge
Rob Daniels
Tim Wood

Chief Scout’s Commendation for Good Service: in recognition of good service to 
Scouting: 

Aidan O’Neill
Andrew White 
Angus Purcell 
Giles Brooks 
Joanne Bassett 
John Wharry 
Lindsey Fraser 
Michael Morecroft 
Michael Pyne 
Nicola James 
Paul Farrant 
Peter Perry 
Stephen Alderson 
Suchibrata Kar 
Yvonne Soulby

Award for Merit: in recognition of outstanding service to Scouting: 

Jan Large

I would like to extent my heartfelt thanks to both Tim Sandford and Hilary Kelly who are both 
stepping down from the Trustee Board at the AGM. Alan Askey has kindly volunteered to step 
in to the Chair role on a temporary basis to help in the search for a more permanent 
replacement to Tim. We also welcome Charlotte Swanson to the role of District Youth Lead 
and Tracy Pyne to the role of District Diversity & Inclusion Lead.














