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We have been able to complete some long awaited large projects at the School Site during 
2023 with funding from donations we have been waiting to spend.  The main refurbishment 
of the Sensory room has been completed bringing it up to date with all the incredible 
technological advances that have improved since it was originally installed.  There is one 
more instalment to be finalised in 2024 to fully complete the room with an amazing motion 
sensing camera/light projector to fully allow PMLD learners to interact with the equipment 
using limited movement and coordination, but the room has already been enthusiastically 
welcomed by learner and staff for the benefits it brings.  So far we have funded £21,964 
toward this project with a further £9,000 to follow in 2024 to complete the project, this 
project was generously funded by a private donor. 
 
The other major project completed in 2023 has been the outside Rebound Therapy Area.  
This is a fantastic addition to the outside space at the School, enabling all learners to be 
able to access the resource whatever the weather for rebound therapy sessions, self 
regulating sensory processing and some fun bouncing to experience the joy of movement.  
The project is fully accessible to everyone and includes a hoist and additional equipment 
to help users on and off the sunken trampoline at ground level.  This project cost £35,531 
to complete and was generously fundraised for by the members of Haywards Heath Golf 
Club. 
 
Whilst the major projects are incredible assets to have completed for Woodlands Meed, 
the smaller projects and initiatives Friends of Woodlands Meed fund for the School and 
College are just as important.   
 
In 2024 we funded pupil rewards of £3686, enabling class teams to have a budget of £15 
per child to spend how they wish on special extras for their class – things like subsidising 
trips out or extra special items for activities.   
 
We funded £1591.48 on ‘Wishlist’ items – enabling class teams to request extra funding 
for items to enhance the pupils learning experiences that the School and College budget 
can’t fund.   
 



We also funded the College prom which ensured another year of an amazing Prom for our 
leavers that College didn’t have to charge families for.  Friends were also able to make 
significant donations to important projects at the College for helping with employability for 
our students post Woodlands Meed with donations to the Meeds Job Club, Enterprises 
and the Alumni group as well as local community outreach enabling the Elderflower Fields 
team to be established.  
 
We also supported Woodlands Meed Arts week with a donation and the PE department 
with Sports Kit and Sports Leaders Hoodies. 
 
The donating of funds is the relatively easy part compared to fundraising it!  To be able to 
provide the School and College with all these wonderful things the Friends of Woodlands 
Meed have worked really hard to keep the money coming in by organising fundraising 
events like the KangaFriends Festive Fair (for the 2nd year), promoting initiatives like 
‘Easyfundraising’ and other charity schemes, as well as being a presence wherever 
possible to ‘tin shake’ and raise the profile of Woodlands Meed within our local community. 
 
A large majority of our funds come from wonderful supporters who take on fundraising 
challenges for us or make generous donations.  In 2023, College teacher Leah Nimz took 
on the Brighton Marathon for us, the School and College took on their annual sponsored 
activity day, some wonderful local grandparents put on a dazzling Christmas light display 
and the amazingly talented Mountain Class took their carol singing performance ‘on Tour’ 
and raised ‘buckets’ for us.  We continue to be supported by local businesses and groups 
and a special thank you to Embarr Developments for your continued support and Burgess 
Hill Lions for always helping us.   
 
We couldn’t achieve any of our aims without the ongoing support of the Woodlands Meed 
family, parents, carers, staff and governors – who all embrace our initiatives and help 
support how they can so generously.  We are so lucky to be supported by the local 
community and wider Woodlands Meed family who continually amaze me with their 
generosity of time and enthusiasm to help support our cause.  
 
FOWM remains a small group of volunteers but it makes up for its lack of numbers in 
inspiring amounts of ambition, creativity, enthusiasm and teamwork.  With only four 
committee members we achieve a lot when you reflect on the year.  Thank you Boo, Alex 
& Sarah for all your commitment, time, hard work and support in 2023.   
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