
 
5th/10th Horsham Scout Group Council 

Annual General Meeting 
28 September 2021 

5th/10th Horsham Scout HQ 
Present:  
Beverley Bell – Chairman 
Drew Scarborough – Group Scout Leader 
Liz Ratcliffe – Treasurer 
Sal Dartnell - District Commissioner 
Pete Bosman, Caitlin Gill, Mandy Longdon, Coren Moore, Richard Taylor. 
 
Apologies: Nicola Acres, Ray Mack, Nigel Powling. 
 
 
Minutes of the 2020 Annual General Meeting 
The draft Minutes, having been circulated, were taken as read, accepted and 
were signed as a true record by the Chairman. 
 
Chairman’s Report  
Beverley thanked new GSL Drew Scarborough for bringing the group back face 
to face in the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Group Scout Leader’s Report 
Drew said the Group continues to operate at capacity.   
 
Waiting lists: 
Beavers  Down from 89 to 47 of which 26 are aged 5 and over 
Cubs    1 
Scouts  0 
 
Chief Scout Awards 
2 Bronze 
11 Silver 
6 Gold 
DoE Silver 1 
DoE Gold 1 



 
Queens Award 
Congratulations to Ellie Ratcliffe. 
 
Leadership 
Beacon Troop – thank you to Pete and Tim.  Urgently need a Scout Leader for 
Beacon Troop 
Denne Troop – thank you Nicola for stepping up to the leadership role. 
Bennetts Pack – thank you to Mandy, Merche and Coren for keeping the pack 
running whilst the new leadership team of Victoria and Richard was found. 
Beavers – thank you to Ray for running both colonies. 
Chennell Colony – thank you to Hayley for joining as BSL. 
Young Leaders 16 with a waiting list.  The DC said there are places in other 
groups. 
31 Leaders, ASLs and SAs,  2 skills instructors.  Drew said he had worked with 
Nigel to remove occasional helpers from Compass who are no longer helping. 
 
 
Camps 
Cubs had a summer camp and Scouts will hold their summer camp in autumn 
term. 
Beverley said she would like her lasting legacy for the group as outgoing GSL for 
every member to have the opportunity to visit Brownsea Island. 
 
Activities 
Jambowlree – did not happen due to COVID 
Caving - did not happen due to COVID 
JOTI- did not happen due to COVID 
JOTT- did not happen due to COVID 
Swimarathon – the Group did really well at the Swimarathon this year 
Group Campfire- did not happen due to COVID 
 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

 The accounts for 2020/21 show a £20,000 surplus but include 
international camp payments which have been refunded 

 The group received the business support grant of £20,000 in 20/21 and 
£10,000 in 2021/22 and refund of business rates from the government to 
support the group through the coronavirus.  The Chairman thanked the 
Treasurer for her work as these grants were difficult to claim. 

 The Treasurer has contacted everyone who stopped paying during the 
zoom meetings. 

 Europa have £7,100 in their bank account and 5th/10th have £71,000.  The 
Group should only have six months of expenditure in their bank account in 
accordance with Charity Commission guidance.  The Treasurer said the 
money must be spent for the benefit of the members and asked leaders to 
bring suggestions to the next Executive Committee meeting. 

 There are two Gift Aid claims outstanding. 



 
Approval of Year-End Accounts 01/04/20 – 31/03/21 
The draft year-end accounts for financial year 01/04/20 – 31/03/21 were 
AGREED.   
 
Independent Examiner 
Liz Ratcliffe reported that the current examiner HG Field & Co are retiring.  Two 
quotations had been sought for a replacement.  Liz Ratcliffe proposed that 
Mulberry and Co be appointed as Independent Examiner for financial year 
01/04/21 – 31/03/22, AGREED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 
Nominations and Elections 
Chairman Drew Scarborough nominated Beverley Bell. 
Treasurer Beverley Bell proposed that Liz Ratcliffe be 

appointed as the Group Treasurer, 
UNANIMOUSLY AGREED. 

Secretary Liz Ratcliffe proposed Caitlin Gill be appointed 
as the Group Secretary, UNANIMOUSLY 
AGREED. 

Quarter Master It was AGREED to appoint Mandy Longdon as 
Quartermaster.   

Caretaker It was AGREED to appoint Adrian Bell.   
Executive Committee Members:  The appointment of Coren Moore was 

AGREED. 
 
Under rule POR 3.23 iib of POR, it was AGREED that the following leaders   
become members of the Group Scout Council and thus Trustees of the charity: 
Beavers    Ray Mack 
Cubs     Mandy Longdon 
Scouts Nigel Powling, Pete Bosman 
Explorers Luke Hearnden, as the Group has a 

Partnership Agreement with Explorers 
District Representative  Luke Hearnden  
 
Report from the District Commissioner 
District Commissioner Sal Dartnell thanked the Group for their hard work over the 
last year through zoom and then returning face to face.  She said the DIstrict 
Team has organised one event per section per term and all the details can be 
found on their website and facebook page.  The Young Leader training 
programme continues and there are spaces at 3rd, 4th and 6th Horsham Scout 
Groups.  5th/10th Scouts have expressed an interest in the Jamboree. 
 

 The DC presented Mandy Longdon with her Wood Badge for her District 
Cubs and the Chief Scout’s Commendation for Good Service.  She said a 
wonderful citation had been submitted for Mandy’s award, she has gone 
above and beyond her responsibilities and is a good role model for young 
people and adults. 

 The DC presented Peter Bosman with the Chief Scout’s Commendation 
for Good Service.  She said a glowing citation was submitted for Pete, 
who sets a really good example to Scouts. 



 The DC presented Coren Moore with her Wood Badge as Assistant Cub 
Scout Leader and Chief Scout’s Award for 5 years service. 

 The DC presented Beverley Bell with the Medal of Merit for her service to 
the Group over the last 20 years and as GSL over the last nine years.  
She said her citation ran to a page and half.  She explained that this is 
award is very rare. 

 
The DC gave the GSL the following awards for members not present this 
evening: 

 Nigel Powling – Wood Badge as Assistant Group Scout Leader 
 Cliff Cox Chief Scout’s Award for 5 Years Service 
 Jon Fisher Chief Scout’s Award for 5 Years Service 
 Mark Thomas Chief Scout’s Award for 10 Years Service 
 Adrian Bell Chief Scout’s Award for 10 Years Service 
 Darren Sandle Chief Scout’s Award for 5 Years Service 

 
 
Any Other Business 
It was confirmed that the Group has booked for WSIJ 
 
Date of Next Executive Committee Meeting 
To be arranged 














