
 

 Membership 
at 5.09.20 

Membership 
at 5.09.21 

Explorers 12 9 
Scouts 24 32 
Cubs 36 35 
Beavers 26 28 
Total youth members 98 104 

 
 
 

 

 

1st Oxshott Scouts Annual Review 
June 2020 to August 2021 



GSL report Anja Davidson, Group Scout Leader 
This time last year I’m not sure many would or could have predicted how the whole year of “The 
Pandemic”, it’s very real threat to the nation’s health and consequent limitations placed upon us, would 
continue to have the cloud above us as it has had.  2020-21 has certainly been a year in scouting like no 
other. Despite all of this, scouting in 1st Oxshott continued to thrive not just through the first lockdown, 
but the second and the third one too.  Even with the complexities of restrictions on meeting sizes and 
locations as well as all the extra red tape with risk assessments, sanitising, government guidelines (that 
were ever changing and often last minute) 1st Oxshott scouts soldiered on.  
 
The resourcefulness and commitment of our leaders, supporters and exec meant that the majority of 
meetings were able to continue in some form or another.  Mostly online, but intermittently also face-to-
face.  Activity packages were delivered to our members, Leaders turning into film-stars during the 
recorded video instructions.  We all found ways to adapt and learn new skills and perhaps we will have 
the occasional online meeting again, if not just to replicate those great microwave cakes in a mug! 

 I cannot applause and thank our team enough for the extra mile all have had to endure this last year.  
Through the changes and challenges thrust upon us, everyone dug deep.  Through the difficulties of Covid 
ways of delivering scouting was transformed, activities adapted to the “new format” of being online.  Our 
leaders went far and beyond their comfort zones and without their dedication, ingenuity and skills none 
of this would have been accomplished.  I am in awe and admiration in how you all continued. 

I would also like to say a big thank you to the support on the Executive Committee – there is so much that 
happens behind the scene, they are the ones with overarching responsibility for the safety and 
safeguarding of our group.  No year harder than this.  It is also thanks to members on the exec and their 
commitment that we ended up with the busiest and most lucrative year of Christmas tree sales – just a 
few weeks prior we weren’t sure it would even go ahead! 

During the year we have also had changes to the leadership team - George (Bishop) had to step down as 
Cub leader due to family reasons, but luckily he accepted the role as Assistant Group Scout Leader 
instead – That meant we had a role to fill and Brian (Murphy) moved up to Cubs and took over the role of 
Akela.  I then went to Beavers as Section Leader, but fortunately had Ben (Sayers) join and help me as 
Assistant Leader.  I am also pleased to say that Carl (Rowell) returned to Oxshott to help out Brian as his 
Assistant Leader.  

Sadly after nearly 20 years with Oxshott scouts we have had to say goodbye to David (Gibert).  David has 
been such a  fundamental rock in Oxshott and we will miss him greatly.  His calm demeanour on camp 
was always welcomed.  The skills and knowledge he passed down to many of us (including me) will always 
be treasured. We wish you all the best of luck in your new home in Farnham with the family – and hope to 
see you occasionally – you are always welcome. 

So despite all of the last year of changes and Covid challenges, the Group is thriving unlike many scout 
groups across the country we are strong.  When last counted we now have over 100 youth which is up on 
last year - 28 Beavers, 35 Cubs, 32 Scouts and 9 Explorers and Young Leaders.  

Looking ahead though, as always we are needing extra support in all sections as leaders, but also “behind 
the scenes” – Remember the African Proverb “It takes a village raise a child” meaning an entire 
community of people must interact with children for those children to grow in a safe and healthy 
environment. So the more the merrier.  We really do need help - No help is too big or too small.  And as 
the number of the youth members is continuing to grow, we are perhaps in a position when we need to 
consider expanding the group too!! 

I would like you all to join me in thanking our amazing team as they continue to give their commitment to 
our lovely family - 1st Oxshott scouts and youth of our future.   

Anja Davidson, Group Scout Leader 



Beavers 

White Wolf: Anja Davidson 
Black Badger: Ben Sayers 

Due to the Pandemic most of the Summer Term in 2020 was held on zoom. White Wolf set the 
goal of making sure all Beavers attended the zoom sessions and we had a near perfect 
attendance except where there were exceptional reasons for missing out. A big thank you to the 
parents for providing excellent IT support, the Beavers certainly manage to navigate the zoom 
system and be promptly online. 

The Challenge Award badges we focused on in Summer/Autumn 2020 for this term were the Skills 
Badge and the My Adventure Badge. These involved learning about Health and Fitness, which 
included: 

 indoor Martial Arts led by Young Leader, Chap (AKA Hector) 
 indoor fitness and measure pulse rate led by Chip (AKA Ben) 
 designing a health and fitness poster 
 learning about healthy foods and sugary drinks 

 
 

Once we could return to social distanced meetings in September 
2020, we started off with a Hike to learn about animals that we had 
to find around Oxshott Heath, which was the first of many visits to 
the Heath for the year with other trips including a sports day and a 
night hike to spot stars, which due to clouds turned into morse code 
with torches.  

 

 

To contribute towards out Gardener activity badge and 
complete small pieces of our Outdoor Challenge Award we 
made Grass Heads and Planted Daffodil Bulbs in alternate 
weeks, and painted stones to lay at the war memorial on 
Remembrance Day. 



When zoom was once again imposed we found fun learning international 
flags and how to say hello in a variety of ways. 

Christmas soon crept up on us and we made excellent advent candles and 
Christmas tree decorations, counting towards our My World Challenge Award 
and the Great Indoors staged badge. 

 
 
 

 
In April we had a Zoom visit from the volunteers at B@titude charity shop 
who played a guess the price of the items in this shop and informed us about 
how others in the community can sometime need our help and love. The 
Beavers then rallied round and donated something (either a toy, game or 
clothing) that they felt another child would love to play with. Black Badger 
dropped off several car boot-fulls to the shop to much appreciation.  Well 
Done Beavers! 
 
 
 

 
A great year was had with lots of efforts being made to attain the Challenge Badges, the 
Bronze Award badge and even the Special Badges such as Race Around the World and The 
Virtual Scout Group Fun Badge! 

 

 

Scouts 
Leaders: Steve Turner, Corrie Haxton, Richard Bath, Del Lawson 

See separate attachment for the Scouts report – loads of great photos. 



 

 

Explorer Scouts  
Clinton Askew 
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Cubs  
Akela: Brian Murphy 
 

 
 

 

 

 


























