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This has been quite a challenging year for the Charity on many fronts.

In November 2022 a car hit the building damaging the wall and the emergency exit. The repair work was 

delayed until the end of July 2023 at our request because that was a quiet time of the year and it would 

have less effect on our clients.  The main building work took 2 weeks but the emergency exit/windows 

failed to arrive and were fitted later and not to our satisfaction.  Finally, agreement has been reached 

and the work should be completed soon.   However, in November 2023, unbelievably, another car hit 

the building and has again done significant damage.  The Hall is still operable, and we are awaiting 

building consultants decision on how to effect a repair.  This work will probably take 3 weeks and we are

hoping on having it done starting the end of July 2024.

With The hall closed for 2 weeks for the building work, in summer 2023, we took the decision to instal a 

destratification fan, as recommended in an energy saving report carried out by Oxford Brookes 

University.  This was to recirculate the hot air from the roof to floor level.  This was tro make the Hall 

feel warmer, reduce our fuel bills and thereby reduce our greenhouse gas emissions.  Unfortunately, it 

hasn’t been a total success as the fan is noisier than we expected.   

Also, with the Hall closed we had all the roof Velux windows replaced at a cost of £24,000.  This was a 

major hit on our finances but considered necessary to maintain the Hall at its present high standard.

Finally with the Hall closed, we updated all the Hall roof lighting to LED,  again reduce our energy costs 

and thereby our greenhouse gas emissions. 

The Bumblefoot Rock Project, managed by Lee, has had a very successful year and is now back at pre-

covid levels.

An essential element in our financial stability is the annual subsidy given to the Hall by the Parish 

Council.  I would like to thank the Councillors for their continued support each year.  We kept our prices 

the same for the third year running and we used the PC subsidy to help finance that.  However, in other 

areas our relationship with the PC has been more difficult.  The PC is the Custodian Trustee of the 

Charity and for the first time has started to try and involve itself in the management of the Charity.  This 

situation is hoped to be resolved in 2024.

Chris Fitzpatrick
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