
ANNUAL REPORT for the Parish Meeting 11th May 2022

Hethersett Memorial Playing Field was established by the people 
of Hethersett in 1959 in memory of local men who gave their lives
in World War Two. It is a Charitable Trust with the Parish Council 
being the Custodial Trustees and a committee of seven 
Management Trustees, whose role, according to the Charity 
Commission registration document, is to manage the amenity for 
“The benefit of all the inhabitants of the Parish of Hethersett 
without distinction of political, religious or other opinions with 
the object of improving the conditions of life for the said 
inhabitants.” 

Four of the seven Management Trustees are appointed by 
villagers attending the Annual Parish Meeting, whilst the 
remaining three are appointed by the Parish Council. Six of the 
committee are willing continue to serve as trustees. The trustees 
thank their “retiring” colleague, Phil Hardy, for the much 
appreciated service he has given to the trust in that role..... 

A wide range of leisure activities, both formal and informal, take 
place on the playing field including club activities for football, 
cycle speedway,  Bowls, Croquet and cricket (featuring cricketers 
of more senior years). The cricket facilities area also hired out for 
one-off matches. There are many casual visitors, amusing 
themselves with children, pets and friends. The easing of Covid-
related restrictions allowed people to enjoy local outdoor spaces 
like parks and this led to a welcome increase in numbers of 
people visiting the playing field.

During the past year the trustees have been very busy with the 
development and the day to day management of the playing field.
Various changes had been completed in the playground, including
repairs and the installation of safety surfaces under much of the 
play equipment. Also, new picnic benches, seats and litter bins 
have been installed around the park. A second oak tree has been 
planted near to the original “Jubilee Oak”. It marks the 70th 
anniversary of the Queen’s accession. It the new sapling gets 
established as successfully as its neighbour, they will be a lovely 
feature of the park for future generations to enjoy. 

Routine tasks associated with the management of the playing 
field continued, including maintaining the grass in good order and
trimming the perimeter hedges. The Football Foundation have 
provided a grant to assist in improving the quality of the pitches. 
Safety of users of the playing field is always a priority and 



inspections of play equipment, trees and electrical testing are 
established routines. Sadly, some funds had to be devoted to 
clearing up problems caused by vandalism. The popular table 
tennis table, for example, was so badly damaged that it had to be
removed. It is hoped that, when funds allow, a replacement can 
be provided.

In financial terms it has been an expensive year and looks set to 
continue in that way in the future. It is no surprise that costs of 
managing the playing field have generally risen. In particular, 
costs of routines like locking and unlocking the gates, cleaning 
and litter collecting are now carried out by outside agencies and 
to maintain security and keeping the place clean in that way is 
efficient and ensures proper employment procedures, but at an 
increased cost. 

The sports groups that use the playing field pay booking fees 
which contribute to the cost of maintaining the amenity. Of 
course they do that on top of the cost of specialist equipment and
facilities. The trustees are grateful for the friendly and co-
operative way the various clubs  work with them. As ever, the 
Trustees are especially grateful to the Parish Council (the 
Custodial Trustees of HMPF) for their committed support of the 
trust. In addition to the basic running costs through the Precept 
of £6750, they have generously granted funds for many of the 
improvements paid for during the past year.  An account of the 
Trust’s income and expenditure is attached to this report.

The coming year promises to be both busy and very exciting. The 
Parish Council led project to build a new Pavilion is finally nearing
a date when construction can begin. The sad deterioration of the 
existing facilities made the need to rebuild an urgent one. The 
current building is an embarrassment where visitors are 
concerned and its replacement promises to be an exciting and 
modern asset to the village. Stage one in the project will be to 
demolish the existing building, then the new structure  can 
emerge. The period of building will cause inconvenience, but 
watching progress will be a fascinating and exciting pleasure. The
trustees are also pleased to be working in conjunction with 
Hethersett Hawks Cycle Speedway as they improve their 
amenities. A particularly impressive feature of their developing 
engagement with the village is the Wonky Wheels Community 
Bicycle Workshop. It has become a real asset to all those new and
experienced cyclists seen around the village.

As ever, the Trustees are grateful to the Parish Council for their 
continued support in maintaining the Memorial Playing Field. 
They also thank the villagers that help keep it tidy and attractive 
through both small and sustained voluntary actions, including 



picking up mess and litter left by less caring neighbours. Their 
wonderful community spirit is appreciated and valued. Trustees 
also thank Norfolk Police for their vigilant support in dealing with 
anti-social behaviour. Though inappropriate behaviour only 
involves a minority of those that use the park, remedying the 
results of that action can be an expensive nuisance.  We are 
pleased and grateful that the playing field is enjoyed by so many 
of our village community and trustees ask that any of the visitors 
to the park that witness  vandalism or behaviour that spoils 
enjoyment of the amenities for the majority of  the public to 
report the matter promptly. The “Memorial” was provided back in
1959 for the enjoyment of all inhabitants and everybody wants to 
see it continue to be a lovely venue that improves “the conditions
of life for the said inhabitants “.

The Trustees during the past year were Mike Stark (Chairman), 
Mel Perkins (Treasurer), and Stephen Slack Secretary}, Ian 
Fieldhouse, Phil Hardy, Tim Hudson-Church, and Steve Irvine.





Hethersett Memorial Playing Field  -- 303972

RUNNING COSTS 

Receipts and payments accounts

From 01.04.2021

Receipts and payments
Actuals Budget

Receipts 

Parish Council Precept 6,750 6,300

Bowls 146 150

Football 1,485 1,180

Cycle Speedway 195 200

Croquet 72 70

Cricket - NCIR 150 100

Bowls - Water Usage 150

8,798 8,150

Payments

Grass cutting & hedges
2,765 2,650

Maintenance - Pavilion (1)
627 400

Maintenance - general
181 250

150 400
Maintenance - Playground (2)

1,095 500
Litter picking

870 700
Park keeper (1)

3,878 500
Insurance 

1,940 1,900
Electricity 

296 550
Membership Fees 65
Secretarial inc. Meetings

141 100
Fire Extinguisher check

30 50
Water 

75 300
Play equipment inspection

168 140
Electricity PAT Testing 100

Sub total 12,216 8,605

to the nearest 
£

to the nearest 
£

Sub total 

Maintenance - anti-social 
behaviour 



Net of receipts/(payments) -3,418 -455

Transfers between funds (2)

Cash funds last year end           2,220 

Cash funds -1,198 -455

NOTES 

Note 
(1) New contract from July
(2) Repair to Hip Hop £1095



PARK DEVELOPMENT

Receipts and payments
Actuals

Receipts 

1,500

2,000

19,916

3,289

1,000

2,500

1,791

3,690

842

8,000

44,528

Payments

9,481
Notice Board

134
Playground Resurfacig

29,917
Notice Board Fixing

15
Litter Bin Installation

297
Picnic Table Fixings

38

452
Pavilion Deep Clean

120
Skip Hire - area clearance

312
Digger - area clearance

530
Tree Surgery

1,536

Sub total 42,832

to the nearest 
£

Crowdfunding - Wonky Wheels 
Workshop

Parish Council Grant - Tree 
Maintenance

Parish Council Graant - 
Playground Resurfacing

Parish Council Grant - Bin 
Replacemebnts

Parish Council Grant - New 
Seating

Norfolk Community Foundation 
grant - Wonky Wheels

Cycling UK Grant - Wonky 
Wheels Workshop

Active Norfolk Grant - Winky 
Wheels Workshop

Parish Council - Grant re area 
clearance

South Norfolk  Coucil - Restart 
Grant

Sub total 

Cycle Speedway Clb - Wonky 
Wheels Workshop

Picnic Tables / Benches 
Installation



Net of receipts/(payments) 1,696

Transfers between funds (1)

Cash funds last year end           3,146 

Cash funds 4,842



PAVILION RESERVE

Receipts and payments accounts

Actuals

Receipts 

Bank Interest 1

Net of receipts/(payments) 1

Transfers between funds

Cash funds last year end         10,000 

Cash funds 10,001

to the nearest 
£



TOTAL BALANCES

Nat West Current 3633.03

Deposit 10000.94

TOTAL 13633.97

REPRESENTED BY

Running Costs -1198

Development 4842

10001

TOTAL 13645 allow for rounding

Mel Perkins MBE
Treasurer
2nd May 2022

Pavilion Reserve



Hethersett Memorial Playing Field  -- 303972 303972

RUNNING COSTS 

Receipts and payments accounts

450

-4

305

-5

2

50

-150

648

115

227

-69

-250

595

170

3,378

40

-254

-65

41

-20

-225

28

-100

3,611

To 
31.03.2022

Variance to 
budget

to the nearest 
£



From: adrienne.quin@gmail.com,

To: babylon5sp@aol.com,

CC: stephen.slack5@btinternet.com, hethersett.pc@tiscali.co.uk,

Subject: Charity Commission Annual Return 2022

Date: Fri, 20 Jan 2023 9:51

Mel Perkins
I am happy to confirming that I have examined the account of Hethersett Memorial Playing Field Trustees
and as a resident of Hethersett I am happy to except them as a true and accurate record of the accounts of
Hethersett Memorial Playing Field for the year ending 31/3/2022

I understand that due to the income received in that year the Charity Commission require the accounts to be
independently examined.

I am happy for this email to be forwarded to the Charity Commission, if however they require an email
directly from me then please send me the relevant email address along with a reference number

Adrienne Quinlan
Tel: 01603 814379

Charity Commission Annual Return 2022 https://mail.aol.com/webmail-std/en-gb/PrintMessage
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