
EYNSFORD VILLAGE HALL 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025 

Chairman’s report 

2025 was a significant and productive year for Eynsford Village Hall, with the trustees 
achieving several major milestones in progressing the long-term vision for a new hall, while 
ensuring that suƯicient maintenance was carried out on the existing hall to keep it available 
for hire. 

Key achievements 

The principal achievements during the year were: 

(1) Appointment of a Construction Contractor 
Following a competitive selection process, G.A. Harper, a long-established local 
family firm with strong ties to Eynsford, was appointed as contractor for the 
construction of the new village hall. A Pre-Construction Services Agreement was 
signed, enabling detailed planning and preparation work to commence. 
 

(2) Progress on the Sale of the Existing Hall 
The existing hall was placed on the market and an oƯer was accepted from a 
developer. Preparations began for a community farewell event to celebrate the 
building's long service to the village ahead of closure of the hall and completion of 
the sale. 
 

(3) Launch of the Friends of EVH 
The Friends of EVH initiative was launched to strengthen community engagement 
with the new hall project. The network provides residents with regular progress 
updates and opportunities to contribute ideas and feedback as plans progress. 

Fundraising and Community Support 

Fundraising activities continued throughout the year and were supported by a wide range of 
volunteers, performers and local residents. 

Successful events held in the hall included a St Patrick’s Day Ceili, excellent concerts by 
the Sonnet Wind Band and mod rock band The Alert (with support from local band 5 
Minutes Notice) and an 80s themed New Year’s Eve organised by Riverside Players.  In 
addition, local residents once again organised the highly successful Eynstock festival on 
Common Meadow, with all profits generously donated to the New Hall Fund.  

As well as providing great entertainment for those who attended, these events collectively 
raised more than £6,400 towards the new hall project.  The trustees would like to extend 



their sincere thanks to everyone who organised, supported, volunteered at or attended 
these events.  

The trustees have continued to look for opportunities to apply for grant funding for the new 
hall project, to add to the £336,000 already raised in partnership with the Parish Council.  
Unfortunately grants towards capital projects have become increasingly diƯicult to obtain, 
especially in areas such as Eynsford which are considered to be relatively aƯluent, and 
none of the applications which were made during the year were successful.   

Trustee Changes 

One of our longest-serving trustees, John Mesnard, stepped down on 28 April 2025. The 
trustees would like to place on record their appreciation for his many years of dedicated 
service and valuable contribution to Eynsford Village Hall. 

Looking Ahead 

With the sale of the existing hall expected to complete by the end of 2026 and plans for the 
new hall progressing, the trustees remain committed to delivering a modern, sustainable 
and welcoming community facility for the benefit of current and future generations of 
Eynsford residents. 

The trustees would like to thank all supporters, volunteers, hirers, donors and local 
organisations whose continued encouragement and generosity are helping to make this 
vision a reality. 

Bridget Storrar         26 October 2026 

 




