
GSL report 2026 

I want to start by saying a massive thank you to our amazing Leaders, adult 
volunteers and Young Leaders for providing another year of amazing 
opportunities for our young people. I would also like to thank Sarah who has been 
doing an amazing job in the background managing the waiting lists for the group. 

Thanks to their hard work we have had 3 Gold, 6 Silver, 9 Bronze and 4 Acorn 
Chief Scout Awards completed in the last academic year, with 1490 badges 
DZDUGHGrWKLVr\HDUrDFFRUGLQJrWRr260¶VrEDGJHrUHSRUWS Our Squirrels and Beavers 
attended at the annual Christingle service, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts have all be 
on camps. Our young people have participated in loads of fantastic activities, with 
many hikes, activities like climbing, kayaking and archery, and have been on 
several trips. WHrSDUWLFLSDWHGrLQrWKHr(DVWOHLJKr6Wr*HRUJH¶Vr'D\rand Remembrance 
parades. Some of our young people and Leaders went to a jamboree in Sweden 
with many other scouts and Explorers from across Arrow District.  

We have continued fundraising for our new HQ, and have made massive progress 
in rebuild plans. We have agreed a long term rental agreement with Crossfit 
Southampton, whereby they will fund 2/3 of the cost of the new build in exchange 
for a 20 year lease on the upper floor of our new HQ. This has enabled the dream 
of our new building to take massive leaps forward. Planning permission was 
granted a few weeks ago and, assuming we are able to stick to our fairly tight 
schedule, we should be in our new building by September.  

In Squirrels our Leadership team has said good bye to David who has now fully 
moved to supporting Wednesday Beavers, and we have welcomed Karin to the 
team. In Beavers, we have said goodbye to Amanda and James who have now 
moved to support our Cubs sections. In Scouts, Dave has left, but continues to 
help when possible with big events (like at the recent Scout camp at Lyons 
Copse). We are also blessed with a fantastic team of occasional parent helpers 
who step in as needed to ensure all Sections are able to continue to run safely.  

In addition to our adult volunteers, we have a fantastic team of young leaders who 
help run our sections. We now have Young Leaders in most sections, helping as 
their volunteering for their DofEs, with several also completing or who have 
completed their Young Leader belts.  

In terms or Leader awards congratulations to James for his 5 years award. 



From a Trustee perspective we have said goodbye to Lucy who has been our Chair 
for the last 4 years. I would personally like to thank Lucy for her support with 
everything.  

We currently have a couple of essential roles unfilled in our Trustee board ± Chair 
and Secretary. If you are aware of anyone who would fit one of these roles please 
let us know.  
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