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The big excitement this year was the purchase of our new minibus. As many of you know we were 
fundraising for more than a year and we never quite imagined we would secure funds and be able to 
buy a 2nd hand bus so quickly. We were fortunate to have been put in touch with West Exe School 
when they were selling their buses and managed to get a below market price for the new bus, which 
has meant we still have money in the funds to maintain the bus for at least a few more years. 
Incredibly we even got someone to buy the old rusty / faithful bus for a good price!! 
 
Our hall continues to be hired on a weekly basis by Slimming World and a Child Play therapist which 
is great to bring in steady income to help with the ever increasing utility and rental bills we have to 
pay. We also hire the hall on an adhoc basis for events and parties so please keep us in mind for the 
future. 
 
The Scout and Explorer summer camp was a great success again. Thanks to all the leaders (and 
transporters) who gave up their free time, it is a huge commitment and much appreciated by 
everyone! Many also enjoyed Hurdlestone’s weekend Summer Camp, some a wild night of camping 
on Dartmoor this September, and we had a number of Explorers training all winter and competing in 
our Ten Tors 45 and 55 mile challenges in May. All of this is only possible due to the commitment 
from our leadership team. They devote so much time and energy for your children and Dawlish 
Scouts could not continue without their amazing dedication. 
 
We haven’t seen any new leaders joining our team this year however we have had help from 2 
superb Young Leaders, Phoebe and Linus, and the leaders greatly appreciate their help at the 
sessions. We are still desperately short of helpers and leaders, so parents, carers, grandparents 
please come and chat to us if you can lend some time to help out however big or small. 
 
It has been a hard decision to make but after 7 years in the role of Chair I have decided to step down 
this year and hand over the reins. It has been a privilege to be a part of this team, to build lasting 
friendships and see first hand the many wonderful experiences it has brought my own children over 
the past 12 years. 
 
Thank you to all the leaders and the Executive Committee for their continued commitment. 
 
 
Laura Kelly 
 
Chair of 1st Dawlish Scouts 














