
 

 

RATTERY VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE 
 

 Annual General Meeting 
 7.00 pm 24th February 2026 

 

Present -  Peter Smerdon (Chairman), Ann Hogan (Secretary),Janet Causey (treas-

urer), Will Culver, Jack Dyson, Rob Needham, Gail Hardwell and Antony Coker. 

1. Apologies -Alison Samuel, Mark Freeman and Sally Tresidder. 

2. Minutes of last AGM – The minutes of the last AGM were approved, (proposed 

by Rob Needham and seconded by Peter Smerdon. 

. 

3. Matters arising – Rate relief given by SHDC to village hall may disappear, cur-

rently no rates are paid. Watch and wait. 

 

4. Treasurer’s report  

Janet reported on the results this year. The current account has £48,802.78 in it.A 

copy of the accounts has been made available to the committee and will be up-

loaded to the Charity Commission. The accounts were approved. 

 

5. Secretary’s report  

Ann reported that she had received a resignation from Alison, Mark and Sally. The 

charity commissioner’s review had been completed as required. PRS/PPL annual 

payment has been made. 

 

6. Chairman’s report  

The highlight of the past year for our hall must be the village production just before 

Christmas of the pantomime Robin Hood. The stage,  lights and other facilities were 

put to good use to provide two high-quality performances which saw the hall full for 

both matinee and evening shows. Full marks must go to the talented production 

team, actors and backstage staff, all from Rattery, who delivered great all-round per-

formances in traditional panto style. 

The hall and stage have also been used for performances and rehearsals of enter-

tainments productions by Newton Abbot and Ivybridge Young Farmers Clubs. 

Fitness and wellbeing groups continue to use the hall, this year an additional activity 

was added in the form of the pickleball group. 

Our membership of Devon Communities Together (DCT) has proven very worth-

while, they provide much help and advice to village halls throughout Devon, along 

with ActIve Communities in Rural England (ACRE). 

This year they have begun holding VH cluster meetings quarterly, I have attended a 

couple of the South Hams ones where hall committee members can share problems, 



 

 

ideas and get up to date information on the various rules and regulations which halls 

as charities have to abide by. 

Sadly at this AGM we say goodbye to two hardworking committee members who are 

stepping down. 

Alison Samuel, a past Chair of the Trustees, has worked tirelessly for the hall and 

the community of Rattery, we will miss Alisons help greatly. 

Also Mark Freeman who has decided that recent work commitments in London mean 

he can no longer devote the amount of time he would like to the village hall, so has 

asked to come off the committee. 

We thank them both for their dedication and assistance. 

As usual I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all Trustees and committee mem-

bers for their help and support, particularly Ann as Secretary, Janet as Treasurer and 

Jane our Booking Clerk. 

 
7. Election of Management Committee (Trustees) 
 

Rob Needham representing Parochial Church Council 

Ann Hogan representing the Environment Group (Ann to ask to join) 

Peter Smerdon representing the Parish Council 

Will Culver representing the Garden Show 

Rob Needham also representing the Social club (lunch club) 

The rest of the committee were voted onto the committee on bloc after everyone 

agreed they were willing to continue being trustees -  being  - Janet Causey, Antony 

Coker, Jack Dyson.  Proposed by Antony Coker. Seconded by Jack Dyson.  

(note - currently there are 8 trustees and no co-opted members on the committee, 

our constitution accepts up to 11 trustees plus 2 co-opted members). An e-mail 

should be sent out to recruit additional committee members. 

 

8. AOB  

There was no other business 

 

9. Date of next meeting – February/March 2027 – date to be confirmed. 

 

Meeting closed at 19:57 


























