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The Executive Committee is responsible for the direction and general 
development of the principles, aims, policies, organisation, rules and guidelines of 
The Guide Association as set out in The Royal Charter and bye-laws. 
 
The voting members of the Executive Committee as at 31st December 2024, are 
the charity trustees of Girlguiding Somerset in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of The Charities Acts. 
 
Charity No: 297324 
 
Trustees:  Mrs B Osborne (County Commissioner) 

Mrs R Forbes (Assistant County Commissioner)  
Mrs T Wetherall (Bridgwater Division Commissioner)  
Miss J Barnes (Cadbury Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Sinnott (Mendip Division Commissioner) 
Mrs V Hatch (Minehead Division Commissioner)  
Mrs K Pope (Seavington Division Commissioner)  
Mrs S Verrier (Taunton Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Shackleton (Tone Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Coburn (Wells Division Commissioner) 
Mrs L Carrington (Yeovil Division Commissioner) 
Mrs C Edmonds (Chair of Finance) 
Ms J Tompkins (Treasurer) 

 
Independent Examiner: SM Bachrach, Chartered Accountant 
 
Aims and Objectives: Somerset Girlguiding shares the aims and objectives of 
Girlguiding UK. It gives girls and young women opportunities to develop 
emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually and provides them with endless 
hours of fun, friendship and adventure. The girls gain valuable life skills which in 
turn enable them to make a positive contribution to their communities and the 
wider world. 
 
We also aim to take care of our Adult Leaders who all willingly volunteer to help 
enrich the lives of girls and young women. 
 



Somerset County is one of 16 Counties and Islands within the South West Region 
and is composed of 9 Divisions that run 163 units between them. 
 
Girlguiding delivery 
 
Our showcase event for 2024 was our County Camp, the first for many years, that 
saw us head to Mendip Outdoor Activity Centre in September.  42 Rainbows, 71 
Brownies, 86 Guides and 13 Rangers joined us, supported by 63 adult volunteers – 
a grand total of 275 Somerset members enjoying a weekend full of fun and 
adventure. 
 
Units headed off on camps and holidays throughout the year, and we were 
delighted that the multi-generational fund, established through the sale of the 
Somermead Campsite at the end of 2021, supported our members to enjoy a total 
of 1,817 nights away at a variety of events from small unit sleepovers, to large 
scale region events such as “Wet n Wild at Wimbleball” and several Nights with 
the Tigers at Dartmoor Zoo (both events organised by Girlguiding South West 
Region).  The grant also supported our Guides who attended the Bath and West 
Show and provided the Messenger Service for the organisers.  The grant was used 
in a number of different ways – to support girls to attend who would not be able 
to afford to otherwise; to help pay for unit transport; or to provide some extra 
activities at the event.  However it was used, the grant helped make a tangible 
difference to our young members in the County, and we look forward to 
supporting many more in 2025. 
 
In 2024, Somerset Girlguiding members continued to enjoy sailing experiences 
using our own sailing dinghy “Somerspirit” which is based at Sutton Bingham 
reservoir.   
 
We also found time for a County Training Day in October 2024, where adult 
volunteers from across the County took part in a variety of different training 
sessions including  
 
A key element of our green policy has been our pre-loved uniform shop which 
continues to help support Girlguiding families across the County, particularly 
during this cost of living challenge. 
 
Financial review and summary 
 
Our financial position at the end of 2024 shows an increase in funds primarily due 
to a healthy return on investments due to the UK Bank interest rate.  We are 



spending money in accordance with our charitable purposes, in particular with 
the provision of grants for UK and International trips, and large-scale events. 
 
Our main income is received from our subscription payments which are based on 
membership numbers and calculated once a year in February.  This financial 
statement shows a stable membership from 2023 to 2024. 
 
 
 Current 

period 
general 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
restricted 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
designate
d funds £ 

Current 
period  
Total £ 

Previous 
year  
Total £ 

Total 
receipts 
for the 
year 

60,935.59 656.00 0.00 61,591.59 38,068.27 

Total 
payments 
for the 
year 

(34,674.24) (865.00) (9,200.00) (44,739.24) (27,698.38) 

 
26,261.35 (209.00) (9,200.00) 16,852.35 10,369.89 

Cash, 
bank and 
similar 
funds 
brought 
forward 
 

170,726.14 209.00 290,560.00 461,495.14 451,125.25 

Cash, 
bank and 
similar 
funds 
carried 
forward 

£196,987.49 £0.00 £281,360.00 £478,347.49 £461,495.14 

 
General fund This fund exists to deal with the day-to-day receipts and 

payments of the association 
 
Restricted fund This small fund is restricted for the provision of a Zoom licence 

for use by Girlguiding Somerset for online meetings.  It was 
fully spent during 2024. 



 
Designated fund Following the sale of the Somermead campsite, the proceeds 

have been designated to provide a multi-generational grant 
fund to support all members of Girlguiding Somerset (young 
members and adults) with a “per night” amount towards any 
UK residential.  The level of grant is managed through the 
executive committee of Girlguiding Somerset  

 
 
The trustees are of the opinion that sufficient funds are held, in the appropriate 
form, to enable the funds to be used in accordance with the purposes for which 
they were set up. 
 
 
Beverley Osborne 
 
Beverley Osborne 
County Commissioner, Girlguiding Somerset 


























