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The Journal (Avian Pathology), volume 54. The Journal continues to be published for The Houghton Trust by the 
Taylor & Francis Group (T&F).  It was published in six parts in alternate months.  The journal published 69 review 
and original research articles in volume 54 (2025), an increase of 20 articles compared with 2024, and returning 
for the first time to pre-COVID-19 levels.  The current journal Impact Factor (IF) is 2.2 (2024), a slight decrease 
compared with 2023.  The 5-year IF was 2.9. The IF for 2025 is not yet available.  The fall in IF was mirrored in 
most/all other journals in the sector, possibly influenced by stabilisation in the new way in which IF is now 
calculated. The current CiteScore (5.2) places the journal 36th of 170 in the ‘Veterinary Sciences’ category, within 
the top quartile. The journal remained within the top quartile in the ‘Animal Science and Zoology’ category and 
returned to the top quartile in ‘Food Animals’ for the first time in 3 years.  
 
Editorial matters. Professor Damer Blake continued as Editor-in-Chief of the Journal.  During 2025, 222 
manuscripts were submitted for consideration for publication, compared with 224 in 2024, the comparative 
numbers for the previous three years being 194, 182, and 208.  The acceptance rate was 26%, slightly below the 
10-year average (31%).  There were 588,075 article downloads in 2025, which is the highest achieved (cf 501,031 
in 2024). 
       
Royalties.  A total of £93,688 was paid by T&F for the year ending 31st December 2025.  This is an increase of 
£16,843 compared with 2024. 
 
Grants awarded. The Houghton Trust offers three types of research grant (Small Project Research Grant, 
Researcher Mobility Grant, and Vacation Studentship) to fund specific projects related to avian diseases in UK 
universities and research institutions.  In 2025, the Committee awarded seven research grants totalling £55,800 
(compared with £62,954 in 2024 and £54,337 in 2023).  The Committee offered 22 International Travel Grants 
totalling £20,680 during 2025, an increase on 2024 (15 grants, £18,360), but considerably lower than in 2023 
when a larger number of applications resulted in 35 Travel Grants being awarded (£25,366K). 
 
Finance. The Company had an excess of income over expenditure (£22,835.22) in 2025, a significant change from 
2024 when there was an excess of expenditure over income (£2,348.52), but similar to 2023 (£22,775.74 excess 
of income over expenditure).  Compared with 2024, income was higher by ~£27K (similar to 2023), mainly owing 
to a ~£17K increase in royalties and an increase in gains on disposal of investments (£14,924 in 2025, £3,235 in 
2024).  Expenditure was similar in 2025 (£108,604) and 2024 (£106,885).  Total reserves stand at £816,282, of 
which £713,136 is investments at market value, as of 31st December 2025. 
 
The Company’s bankers are Cater Allen Private Bank, Bradford, Yorkshire.  The Trust’s investments continue to 
be managed on behalf of the Company by Rathbones Group Plc (formerly Investec Wealth & Investment), 30 
Gresham Street, London. 
 
Approved by the Committee of the Houghton Trust on 13th May 2026. 
 
 
Signed:                                                                           Professor Fiona Tomley (Chair of the Houghton Trust) 


































