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The charity’s governing document is a Trust deed made by West Buckland Parish Council on 27"
November 1974. The function of the Charitable Trust’s Committee is to manage and maintain West
Buckland Village Hall without distinction of political, religious or other opinion, including its use for
meetings, lectures and classes, and for other forms of recreation and leisure time occupation, with
the object of improving the conditions of life for the inhabitants of the Parish of West Buckland,
Somerset.

To this end, the two main areas of the building are hired out to local individuals and organisations
and the income received is used to maintain the buildings and grounds. Users of the hall include the
Parish Council, Women'’s Institute, Friendship Club, St Mary’s Parish Church, exercise classes, and
martial arts, handicraft and dog training groups. Individual villagers also hire the hall for parties and
funeral wakes. There is a Wi-Fi system installed at the hall for users to make use of the internet, a
full sound system incorporating a hearing loop for those with impaired hearing and ceiling-mounted
projector and screen.

In addition, the Committee organises fundraising events to supplement the charity’s income and
occasionally subsidises events for the benefit of local inhabitants. In 2025 these included monthly
Pub Nights, a June Summer Fair and New Year’s Eve celebration for villagers to attend.

Booking the hall had always been handled by a booking secretary using a manual system but in 2025
the Hallmaster electronic booking system was investigated and a trial ran in December prior to
planned full implementation on 1% January 2026. As part of this change Hiring Terms and Conditions
and various other policies came under review including Health and Safety, Fire and Safeguarding. It
is planned to implement revised policies in 2026. An independent website is also under
development.



Some of the hall’s electricity is generated from solar panels on the roof which were installed several
years ago. There is an electric vehicle charging point managed by the Parish Council connected to
the hall’s electrical supply which benefits villagers and produces a small income for the hall. A Fish
and Chip vendor has been allowed to park fortnightly in the car park for the convenience of villagers
and the village hall receives a small payment to cover electricity used by the van.

In addition to regular cleaning and maintenance of the hall, in the past year the acoustic clouds were
raised slightly to better avoid damage by hall users, new thermostatic radiator valves were fitted and
the 80 hall chairs were professionally cleaned. Agreement was reached with the kitchen’s installers
to repair or replace the cracked work surface in the kitchen under warranty, the work to be carried
out in 2026. The committee also plan a change to the heating system in 2026 to enable the different
areas of the building to be heated independently.

There was disruption in April 2025 due to illegal occupation of and damage to the adjacent village
playing field by travellers. Precautionary closure of the hall for a few days affected 7 hirers and
resulted in about £150 lost income for the hall. The Parish Council arranged the installation of large
concrete blocks on the edge of the playing field to prevent reoccurrence for which the Village Hall
paid half the cost, viewing it to be of benefit to the village.

Whenever committee decisions are to be made regarding the charity, the trustees take the
Commission’s public benefit guidance into account and all decisions are minuted.

5 Bove o

Susan Porcas, authorised Trustee

14* October 2026
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Report to the trustees

On accounts for the year
ended

Set out on pages
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examiner's statement
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| report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended

As the charity’s trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
accounts in accordance with the reguirements of the Charities Act 2011
(“the Act”).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, |
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

[The charity’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and | am qualified to
undertake the examination by being a qualified member of [insert name of
applicable listed body]]. Delete [ 1 if not applicable.

| have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention in connection with the examination (other than that
disclosed below *) which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:
e the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130
of the Charities Act; or
e the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or
the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements
concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the Charities
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any requirement
that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is not a matter
considered as part of an independent examination.

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention should be drawn in this report in
order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

* Please delefe the words in the brackets if they do not apply.

NG Date: |[7 )03 ) 202
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(if any):
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Section B Disclosure

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material matters of concern
(see CC32, Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and
guidance for examiners).

Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
disclose.

IER 2 Oct 2018



West Buckland Village Hall Trust

Treasurers Report 2025

During the year the income decreased from £28678 to £25410 due in good
measure to the monthly pub nights held in the hall which showed a lower
income, the difference being £4827. Lettings held up well and, in the end,
showed a very slight decrease over the previous year.

Expenditure was kept well under control and with the introduction of a new
electricity contract we saved over £400 during the year. As one would expect
following a reduction in income from the bar, expense also showed a reduction
of £2151.

One major expense in 2025 was a contribution of just over £2000 to the Parish
Council for the purchase of concrete ‘lego’ blocks following the unfortunate
incident when the field became a traveller encampment.

Also during the year we improved the fencing around the hall and also fitted
new valves to all the radiators.

With the village fete being a great success this showed an overall surplus of
£1697

Ove.rall, the Trust showed a surplus of £4169 for 2025

The balance held in the bank at the end of 2025 was £29936 and this was felt a
reasonable sum to cover any ongoing expense that the committee could
foresee.

The accounts were examined for the committee by Blackdown Hills Accounting
Ltd and they concluded that they reflected the affairs of the trust for 2025.

With this being my last report a Treasurer, my thanks must go to everyone on
the committee for making my job relatively easy and | would like to wish
whoever takes on the role the very best of luck for the future and | hope that
they have as enjoyable time as | have

Henry Richbell
Treasurer
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