Minutes of Bethel Baptist Church A.G.M. held on
Thursday 17" of September 2026 at 7:00 pm

Present - Pastors Michael and Mary Bave, Deacons
Maggie Randall, Sandra Edwards and Chris Orr.

Sheila Hallett, Kay and Christopher Macken, Margie
and John Griffiths, Mark Seward, Ryan Llewellyn,
Chris Wilcox, Elodie and Fred Ruppert. (15)

Apologies: Lynn Orr, Edna Merriman, Maria
Williams, Kat and Jordan Williams, Eileen Hulbert,
Lizzie Gibby, Jeany Brookes, Jackie Dearlove, Mandy
Madison, Anna Price. (11)

Pastor Michael opened in prayer.

Treasurers Report- Maggie said the first few pages
are collections and Tithes of those who pay on line.

Mission Box’s —we make it up to £50.00 a month
from church funds.

Gift Aid- We haven’t received this yet, we can claim
any time but usually its in August.

Any other questions dealt with.

Council Tax- on the Manse, Laws Street we don’t
have to pay anymore.

| / 7 OC‘?LC’ -/éé*f""‘ 5?@ 52 &
/2% )M ( L}lu\/ A & SAAL



A Tenth of the Collection sent to Four Square every
month.

Visiting Speakers- We give a Gift according to the
distance they travel.

86 Laws Street- Money coming up covers the Loan,
we have paid off £6,000.00.

The Agents take out their fees and deal with any
problems.£1,000.00 Rent- Good Tenants.

Home Link check and do Ins'pection every 3
months.

Balance in church Account £15,603.74p
£1,510.00 received in Gift Month.

£87.35p raised in Cream Tea.

A Huge thank you to Maggie for her diligent work.

Financial Report- Proposed to be accepted; Chris

Macken. Seconded by Fred Ruppert and Mark
Seward. All agreed by show of hands unanimously.

Reading of Reports-
Pastors Report 2025 read by Pastor Michael;

We started the year with Time of Prayer and Fasting
and was important to do that every year.



Proposed to be accepted by Kay Macken; Seconded
by Chris Wilcox. All in favour by show of hands
unanimously.

Thanks to Michael and Mary for their leadership.

Belles of Bethel- Mary read her report about holding
alternate times of meetings so that all may join in.

Some Breakfasts on Saturday morning, some
afternoon teas and some evening meetings. We had
very good times in the Women’s Retreat and were

blessed by good speakers.

Foundations was taken over by Lynn Orr and have
been a real blessing to the church.

Proposed by Elodie Ruppert; seconded by Margie
Griffiths; all in favour by a unanimous show of
hands.

Proposed by Ryan Llewellyn Seconded by Fred
Ruppert. All in favour by a show of hands.

Restaurant Report- Mentioned amount of paper
work required to maintain our 5 Star rating. All
thanks to Maggie ticking the boxes! Many people in
the community are fed and some are given free

meals if needed.



Proposed by Fred Ruppert seconded by Kay
Macken; all in favour by a show of hands was

unanimous.

Bethel Crafters- Margie read her report; the
numbers vary each week up to 11 women. The
mohney donated goes to the church. Generally a very
good time of fellowship and mostly non Christians
who welcome a prayer over their lives.

Proposed by Elodie Ruppert; seconded by Chris
Wilcox; all in favour by a show of hands.

Sunday School- was written by Maria Williams and
read by Sheila Hallett; Sunday School has an
average of 11 children each Sunday and the ABC
Children’s work is only going to be 4 times a year
instead of every month. Margie Griffiths was
thanked for her 10 years of teaching as she has
stepped down from teaching. All applauded her.

Proposed by Mark Seward; seconded by Sheila
Hallett; all in favour by a show of hands.

Thanks to Sandra for taking the Minutes for this and
all the Deacons Meetings. Applause for Maggie and

Sandra and Chris for their contribution to Bethel.



Up Date by the Pastor; Roof has been fixed.
Interest Free Loan has had £6,000.00 paid off.

The Ramp remains the Priority to be done.

The Back Wall in the Sanctuary and Stair Wells next
job to be done by Red Key in January or February.

Approximate cost £10,000 to £12,000.00.

God provides all the time!

Listed Building Consent for the work to be done in 5
years. As long as the work has been started within

the 5 years it then goes on indefinitely.

Pastor Michael said the following Sunday would be
Jonathan and Nela Marsden last Sunday at Deer
Park Baptist Church in Tenby and will be coming
back to join us at Bethel. We must remember they

are Missionaries and will wait on the Lord for their
future.

Sandra thanked all those who give money for
flowers for the Sanctuary and Eileen and her

daughter Lydia who do the Porch every week and
those who prepare the Tea Table, serve the drinks

and clear away every Sunday after the morning



Service. There being no other business The Pastor
closed in prayer.



Foodbank and Upper Room Café 2025 — 2026

Mathew 14: 16 But Jesus said “they need not go away, you give them something to eat”

That is the call to the Foodbank, and in 2025 we were privileged to do just as Jesus said we should.

We would not have been able to continue this work without the generosity of so many people,
inciuding the fellowship here who many times have answered our call for help, we saw many weeks
when the donations were plentiful and a few when we were surprised how low the giving was that
week, but God was good and ensured the foodbank was always able to feed those who came in for
help at a difficuit time in their lives. This witness to the community has had a lasting effect on the
clients, we often hear comments such as “ | was so embarrassed to come in and ask for help, but |
have been met buy compassionate and kind people.” The team are also touched by the comments
and the fact that when people need to return for our help they are more relaxed and will often open
up regarding the circumstances they find themselves. We have been blessed to pray with them and
offer to continue to pray for them.

We continue to talk about “the volunteers” but they are such a wonderful group of people, | would
like to mention them by name, as you know Pastor Mary, and myself work alongside, Chris (the
elder) Jackie, and Liz who are Bethel members, we then have Viv and Eileen who worship in other
churches, we have Mark and husband and wife Rob and Rachel. We also have Elodie and Freddie
who are our back up team. And stand in when we may be short staffed. They are all dedicated and
never let us down. they know exactly what we need to do and do it. The respect, compassion, and
kindness they all show is amazing, not only to the clients but also to each other. We begin each
Thursday with prayer, and it is a blessing that we are confident enough to share our concerns with
each other and we can rejoice at good times and good news in the group.

We now have the presence of a CAB worker in the Upper Room Café, and this has been such an
extra help to clients that come in and do not know what they are entitled to or how to go about
filling forms and talking to relevant departments. In 2025 our worker was Kim, and we were all vary

surprised when she came in and shared with us that she was pregnant, a few weeks later she came
in to tell us “there are 2 babies”, we await the birth of a boy and a girl.

We have established good working relationships with many statutory departments, and we know
that what we do for the community is respected.

The Café continues to have the regular weekly visitors. Who meet up to socialise and enjoy
company, we have good relationships with them all and the atmosphere is happy. The ladies from
the craft group come up every week for tea and coffee and then return downstairs to continue the
amazing craft they produce and there is a real sense of friendship and care in that group.

There are 6 foodbanks in Pembrokeshire, and we all work under the umbrella of the Tussle Trust

who are a national organisation. They ensure that our stockroom is kept as full as possible, lan and
his wife Ann manage the area and work hard to establish links with many organisations to encourage

them to become referrers and also to improve the way we work and ensure there regular funding
sources, some of which comes form Tesco who again we have an excellent relationship with

17.09.2026

Pastor Mary Bave and Kay Macken



Bethel AGM Report on Bethel Crafters

This year we have grown in numbers. There are
eleven of us, not all come weekly but do when they
can. Sadly, one of our numbers has had to stop
coming due to health problems. We get on well
together in the group and share things, as well as
laughter, sometimes tears. We have a prayer during
our time together and if there is a need in their lives

they say and very much appreciate the prayers.
They donate every week and the money goes to the

Church Funds.

Margie Griffiths



Bethel Baptist AGM Meeting- Sunday School Report

We now have 4 teachers and 4 helpers. | am not on
the rota but there to cover for sickness etc.

We have a forward plan for subjects until Christmas
and that seems to be going well.

There is an average of 12 children each week. The

summer for Creation was a great success giving the
regular teachers a break.

ABC- Numbers of children have decreased.
Children getting older and no new ones attending
so a decision has been made to have 4 a year.

Easter
Summer
Harvest

Christmas

We pray this will encourage growth and then the re-
start of monthly meetings.

Maria Williams- Sunday School Superintendent



Bethel Restaurant 2025

It’s such a privilege to serve the Lord in Ministering

to the customers each week. We have an awesome
team of volunteers including people who wash tea
towels, clean the vegetables each week. Mary who

comes to the warehouse every six weeks. A huge
thank you to all of them. The customers love
coming and see that we love each other. That’s
because we serve Jesus our precious Saviour!

Maggie Randall



Bethel AGM Belles of Bethel Report

The Women of our church are such a blessing to
me. | try to alternate between evening meetings for
those who cannot make a daytime meeting; and an
afternoon tea for those who can. 3 or 4 times a year
we plan to have a Women’s Breakfast on a Saturday
morning. So far this year we have had several
Breakfasts with Guest Speakers and with myself
sharing from the Word. Our Women’s Retreat in
April this year was well attended by Bethel and
other churches and we had a very good day with our

guest speaker Liz Squires who was at Pennar
Community Church; and Nela Marsden from Tenby.

We had a very good day and we all were blessed by
the ministry and the food and the fellowship.

My intention is to continue giving the variety of
chances for women of Bethel to do these things
together.

The scripture in John 13:34 & 35 says “A new

commandment | give to you, that you love one
another, even as | have loved you, that you also love

one another. By this all men will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
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Foodbank and Upper Room Cafe 2025 — 2026

Mathew 14: 16 But Jesus said “they need not go away, you give them something to eat”
That is the call to the Foodbank, and in 2025 we were privileged to do just as Jesus said we should.

We would not have been able to continue this work without the generosity of so many people,
including the fellowship here who many times have answered our call for help, we saw many weeks
when the donations were plentiful and a few when we were surprised how low the giving was that
week, but God was good and ensured the foodbank was always able to feed those who came in for
help at a difficult time in their lives. This witness to the community has had a lasting effect on the
clients, we often hear comments such as “ | was so embarrassed to come in and ask for help, but |
have been met buy compassionate and kind people.” The team are also touched by the comments
and the fact that when people need to return for our help they are more relaxed and will often open
up regarding the circumstances they find themselves. We have been blessed to pray with them and
offer to continue to pray for them.

We continue to talk about “the volunteers” but they are such a wonderful group of people, | would
like to mention them by name, as you know Pastor Mary, and myself work alongside, Chris (the
elder) Jackie, and Liz who are Bethel members, we then have Viv and Eileen who worship in other
churches, we have Mark and husband and wife Rob and Rachel. We also have Elodie and Freddie
who are our back up team. And stand in when we may be short staffed. They are all dedicated and
never let us down. they know exactly what we need to do and do it. The respect, compassion, and
kindness they all show is amazing, not only to the clients but also to each other. We begin each

Thursday with prayer, and it is a blessing that we are confident enough to share our concerns with
each other and we can rejoice at good times and good news in the group.

We now have the presence of a CAB worker in the Upper Room Cafe, and this has been such an
extra help to clients that come in and do not know what they are entitled to or how to go about
filling forms and talking to relevant departments. In 2025 our worker was Kim, and we were all vary
surprised when she came in and shared with us that she was pregnant, a few weeks later she came
in to tell us “there are 2 babies”, we await the birth of a boy and a girl.

We have established good working relationships with many statutory departments, and we know
that what we do for the community is respected.

The Café continues to have the regular weekly visitors. Who meet up to socialise and enjoy
company, we have good relationships with them all and the atmosphere is happy. The ladies from
the craft group come up every week for tea and coffee and then return downstairs to continue the
amazing craft they produce and there is a real sense of friendship and care in that group.

There are 6 foodbanks in Pembrokeshire, and we all work under the umbrella of the Tussle Trust

who are a national organisation. They ensure that our stockroom is kept as full as possibie, lan and
his wife Ann manage the area and work hard to establish links with many organisations to encourage

them to become referrers and also to improve the way we work and ensure there regular funding
sources, some of which comes form Tesco who again we have an excellent relationship with

17.09.2026

Pastor Mary Bave and Kay Macken



Pastor’s AGM Report for 2025

As always, Mary and | want to express our enormous gratitude to God for allowing us to serve here at
Bethel alongside a wonderful team of dedicated volunteers and church family members.
We began 2025 with our usual schedule of prayer and fasting for 21 days. This determines our reliance

upon God for the year!

Throughout 2025 we had an average Sunday morning attendance of 61 people, and to add to the joy of
worship we added new choir members and musicians —thank you!

We have worked through various books of the bible with some inspiring discussions on Wednesday
evenings with an average attendance of 15 people; held a Men’s breakfast once a month with 15-18

men in attendance and once monthly, on a Sunday evening have held a worship and communion
service with an average of 20 in attendance.

Throughout 2025, we baptised 2 people, received 12 new members and dedicated one baby (Kara)
| officiated at the funerals of Margaret Williams, Ann Barnes, Denise Pendleton, and Dorothy and lan

Lyons.

One of the highlights of the year was Chris Orr’s unanimous vote as a new Deacon; and together with
Maggie and Sandra, we have the privilege of ministering alongside a wonderful leadership team!
Deacons’ Meetings are held approximately every 6 weeks.

Fellowship at Bethel remains a core value to us. Not only at the meetings mentioned but also at the
restaurant, the café and foodbank and every Sunday after church. Thank you to those who make this
possible every week and to all of you who contribute to the occasional international meal on Sundays!
Aside from the weekly Restaurant/café/foodbank/crafters outreach to the community, we also took part
in the Good Friday march of witness; a Songs of Praise in the Park and a few bandstand praise events;
along with a couple of Bethel Cream teas.

Bethel has also hosted other ministries such as the Korean Prayer team, Pembrokeshire Men for Christ
and PPSC; and throughout 2025. Mary and | spoke at other churches, including, Bethany, Sardis, Salem,

Pisgah, Mt Pleasant; the Apostolic church and at Marilyn Harry’s outreach in Ebbw Vale.

Aside from ministry at Bethel, | do have responsibilities with BUW, Foursquare GB; US and Global; and
we continue to serve as hosts to missionaries from the US to serve within the BUW. We were thrilled to
see Jeff and Colleen inducted as pastors of Johnston Baptist Church on March 1°.

Mary also serves on the board of the Langton Trust.

At Christmas, aside from Bethel dining out at the Coach House in Pembroke; we once again hosted our
annual Carol service with nearly 150 in attendance; we joined with other churches for the National
Shine Your light outreach, singing carols at Tesco Pembroke Dock, and led a carol service for the
residents of Apley Lodge.

When | loock back, | am amazed at the amount of activities that we have been enabled to engage in as a
church. We thank God for fruitfulness in community and for the leading of His Holy Spirit.
(2 Sam. 22:37) You broaden the path beneath me, so that my ankles do not turn over.
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