








THE HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF LONDON 

TRUSTEES' REPORT (continued) 
for the year ended 30 September 2025 

4 ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE (continued) 

In conjunction with the Moniack Mhor creative writing centre and the William Grant Foundation, the 
Society hosted a series of live online and in-person events with the longlisted authors for the 2024 
Highland Book Prize ahead of the announcement of the winner in July 2025. In addition, the Society 
once again sponsored the Fiction prize at the Gaelic Literature Awards, presented live in September 
2025 by the Gaelic Books Council. 

The Society partnered with An Comunn Gaidhealach, The Mccallum Art House, Wasps Studios, Cass 
Art, and the Highland Soap Company to present the 2025 Highland Art Prize exhibition and 
competition at the Royal National Mod during October 2025 in Fort William, with an increased number 
of entrants compared to 2024. 

As in previous years, the Society gave annual prizes for art (through the Royal Scottish Academy), 
Gaelic singing (at the Scottish Traditional Music Awards), Highland dancing (Queen Victoria School 
and the Glenfinnan Games), and dissertation writing (the University of the Highlands and Islands). 
Separately, the Society makes regular awards to the remaining beneficiary of the Society's former 
subsidiary, the Baroness von Wilczak charity (established in aid of widows of Highland servicemen). 

Finally, the Society made a number of specific grants in 2025, which included supporting Circus 
Artspace in Inverness, the Arisaig Highland Games, Ceolas Uibhist on South Uist, the Applecross 
Heritage Centre, The London Recital, and An Talla Salais in Ullapool. The Committee of Management 
assesses such grants on an ad hoc basis, taking into account the extent to which such support is in 
line with the Society's aims and objectives. 

5 FINANCIAL REVIEW 

During the year the Society raised unrestricted fund income (including social event income) of £44,220 
(2024 - £49,334) and restricted fund income of £26,062 (2024 - £3,329); and expended £39,813 (2024 
- £42,164) on charitable activities made in accordance with the Society's objectives and £20,218 (2024
- £17,623) on other costs (including social event expenses); leaving a surplus of £10,251 (2024 -
deficit of £7,124), including a surplus of £115 on social events (2024 - £3,802); before gains on
investments of £17,022 (2024 - £27,494).

Reserves policy 

The unrestricted income derived from investments, donations and other sources, together with half 
the Life Membership fees (see note 14 to the accounts), shall be available for carrying out the 
objectives of the Society. With the consent of the Members of the Society, the unrestricted capital 
assets of the Society (comprising the general fund and revaluation reserve, see note 14 to the 
accounts) may be used to fund special projects if the unrestricted income of the Society is insufficient. 
The restricted income derived from donations shall be available for carrying out the objectives of the 
Society, subject to the particular purpose stipulated by each respective donor. 

At 30 September 2025 the Society held total unrestricted funds of £463,776 (2024 - £444,929) and 
total restricted funds of £15,598 (2024 - £7,172). 

Approved by the Directors on 28 January 2026. 
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