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Good evening this is my first Annual Report since taking over as 
Chairman from Ian Philip at the AGM last year. 
 
Ian has promised me that he had no idea the Hospital building was 
going to close, so soon after I took over the role of Chair. 
 
As a result of the decision to close the wards and eventually the hospital 
we have had quite a lean year in support to the Hospital as initially many 
decisions had to be made which needed time to be thought through. As 
a result we have had very few requests for the purchase of equipment 
and no major projects. 
 
We have assisted in watering and weeding the memorial garden to keep 
it looking good for the visitors and staff who use it. 
 
We have been kept updated by various members of the Trust 
management so that we can carry on our business in the best manner 
possible.  
 
We have continued to recruit new volunteers for the Tea Room in the out 
patients Dept which is going from strength to strength. 
 
I must thank all the volunteers, and the Tea room committee, Jenny 
Ullmann-Jones, Pat Turner and Chrissie and Ian Philip, for their 
unstinting work in managing this venture; also to Jenetta for the 
purchase of excellent cards.  
 
The vending machine is still very popular in the UTC and will be 
removed to a new site once the UTC has been relocated in its new 
location. 
 
We are still recruiting new volunteers who, mostly, having experienced 
the welcome in the Tea room have volunteered to join us. We often 
receive comments from the patients visiting the Tea Room to say how 
welcoming and friendly their experience is. This makes their visit to the 
Hospital a more “enjoyable” experience. 
 



We again provided hampers for the UTC staff working on Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day which were very well received. 
 
We have received an offer from a Sevenoaks resident, David Gamble 
who is now a life member of the League of Friends, to organise an 
International Food and Craft fayre to raise funds for the hospital. 
 
We have accepted David’s kind offer but have delayed it until 2026 when 
we will know if there is a demand for any large scale funding requests 
following the move and refurbishment. 
 
We also managed to recruit a new Treasurer, Russel Barclay, who very 
kindly offered to step into the role. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all the committee and all the volunteers  for 
all the work they have put in over the last year, in particular, Mandy 
Vickers who took on the role of Secretary last year and has made my 
role so much easier. 
 
 
Colin Ullmann-Jones 
Chairman         May 2025 






