Jesmond United Reformed Church
Trust Funds and Property Held in Connexion Therewith
Registered Charity No. 242567

Trustees’ Annual Report for the year January 1% 2023 to December 31 2023

This report includes information required by the Charities (Accounts and Reports) regulations 2008
and the Statement of Recommended Practice for Accounting by Charities 2005 as applicable to
charities entitled to prepare accounts on the receipts and payments basis.

Administrative information

Jesmond United Reformed Church is a local church of the United Reformed Church in Great
Britain and is a member church of the Northern Synod of the Church.

Jesmond United Reformed Church is situated at
Burdon Terrace,

Jesmond,

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE2 3AE

Tel: 0191 281 4676

Email: office@jesmond-urc.org.uk

The Church Office is normally open on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9.30am to 4.00pm, and on
Fridays from 9.30am to 11.30am.

The Trustees during the period of this report were:

Revd Ryan Sirmons (Chair of Trustees)
Mrs Moira Copeland

Mrs Lindsay Cross

Miss Jean Degenhardt

Mr Chris Hodder

Mrs Helen Hodder

Dr Alison Shiel

The appointed independent examiner is Mr David L. Kilner FCA, 7 Eldon Square, Newcastle upon
Tyne, NE1 7JG.

The church buildings and Haldane House (formerly the Manse) are vested in the Northern Synod
Trust of the URC as trustees and held for the benefit of Jesmond URC in accordance with the
trusts applicable to URC properties.

Structure, Governance and Management

The governing document is the Trust Deed dated 5™ February 1955, which concerned the house at
33 Clayton Road, Jesmond, purchased as the manse for Jesmond Presbyterian Church.

Objectives and Activities

The Trust Deed provides (paragraph 4) for the sale of this house and the use of the proceeds to
purchase another manse. It also provides (paragraph 3) for the manse to be let and the net rental
income to be used to meet the housing costs of the minister, and (paragraph 7) gives the
congregation of Jesmond Presbyterian Church the power to appoint Trustees. Between 1955 and
1999 the individual trustees had been replaced by The United Reformed Church (Northern
Province) Trust Limited and the property held as the manse had become the flat in Haldane House
(known as 51 Burdon Terrace).



This trust exists to support the work of Jesmond United Reformed Church (Jesmond URC).
(Jesmond Presbyterian Church became Jesmond United Reformed Church as a result of The
United Reformed Church Act 1972),

The activities of Jesmond United Reformed Church are overseen by the Trustees within the Elders’
Meeting of the Church in accordance with the provisions of The Structure of the United Reformed
Church determined by the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church and supplemented
by the rules of the Church. The Elders’ Meeting is aware of the Charity Commission’s guidance on
public benefit in “‘The Advancement of Religion for the Public Benefit’ and has regard to it in the
administration of the Church. The Elders’ Meeting believes that the Church provides benefit to the
public by providing resources and facilities for public worship, pastoral care, and spiritual, moral
and intellectual development, both for the congregation and for anyone else who wishes to benefit
from what the Church offers, and by promoting Christian values and service by members of the
congregation to the community, for the benefit of individuals and society as a whole.

Achievements and performance

Jesmond United Reformed Church is part of the North West and Central Newcastle Joint Pastorate
of the URC Northern Synod, along with St Andrew’s Kenton, St James’s, and West End URCs,
with the Revd Ryan Sirmons as Minister of the Pastorate.

The Elders’ Meeting continues to work hard to develop mission and outreach activities, and to
develop relationships with other local churches.

The Manse flat is let at a market rate. The net rental income is applied firstly for the maintenance of
the flat, and then to pay a housing allowance to the minister or, during any vacancy, for the
promotion of the religious work of the congregation.

The Trustees have reviewed the risks to the Trust. They insure Haldane House, of which the
Manse forms part, arrange regular gas and electricity inspections, and employ an agent to oversee
the tenants. In any year without rental income, the reserve would permit continuing maintenance
expenditure with no housing allowance payable to the minister.

Financial review
Copy accounts period end 31 Dec 2023 attached
Receipts £30567

Payments £18432
Surplus £12,135



INANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2023

Offerings

Fund raising and donations
4 Programme activity income
&4 Monies raised for outside causes
24 Gift Aid tax repayments
Property: church/hall lettings
Property: church flat lettings
Property: Haldane House lettings
Reimbursements Received
Grants received
Bank interest and investment income
Received frm Manse Fund

SRR E3 b

Ministry & Mission Fund
Ministry/Group expenses
Church running costs

Haldane House running costs
Programme activity costs
Support of cutside causes
Maintenance of church buildings
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FINANCIASTATEMENTSYEAR ENDED 31 DE

/ 1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES AND PRACTICES
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the Charities Act 2011 Section 130, using the

Receipts and Payments basis available to small charities, and the United Reformed Church guidance.

Desrgnated Funds represent unrestncted funds set aside by the church for specific desrgnated purposes they
cant be transferred back mlo general funds atthe ¢ isi

T 4’_"&»&,‘ PR
Receipts
ln year £

Joyce Herbert Bequest
Star Fund at the Community Foundation
‘:’z?s‘r ! 0rgan Fund

; : e %
Restricted Funds represent income thch may be expended only on 1hose restrlcted objecls prowded
in the terms of a trust or bequest, or donations or grants received or invited for a specific purpose. These
funds can only be spent on the specific purpose for which they were given. Any balance remaining unspent
must be carried forward as a balance on that fund for future expenditure on that specific purpose, or returned;
it cannot be absorbed mto general funds.
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Balance Payments E1 Transfers

bifwde B i inyear € §
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Outsrde Causes
Commitment for Life
Community Garden Fund
Other Th|rd Partles

“Last Year
2022
Total £

Donatiens for Outside Causes
Commitment for Life

QOther third parties

E o e

g e ThIS Year y Last Year
Unrestrlcted Demgnated 4 ; 2023 & 2022
i : L FundsE . : _Funds £ 1ds £ Total £ Total £
4 PROPERTY: HALDANE HOUSE LETTINGS ' ‘ o 2 :
Haldane House ground floor
Haldane House flat 51A
Haldane House Garage Rer%e

&)
5 GRANTS RECEIVED
Other Grants Recerved




CainaaRe G i 874 This Year ¥y Last Year
Unrestrlcted & Designated i % 2023 B} 2022
Funds £ Total £
& CHURCH RUNNING COSTS 5 ; : S
Gas and electricity 28.476 3
Insurance 8,992 ; ; 8,992
Water rates : 122 Eod L = 122
Telephone 4 852 Ex ig : 852
Salaries : 27,751 Bl : 27,751
Stationery and photocopying i 1,668 £ & 1,668 E
Publications and other expenses : 518 KA 3 518 %
Licences and music 1,109 B 2 1,109 |
Cleaning 3 8,193 F i i 8,193 %
1,151
2,657 |
1,052 |
2,795
2,577 ¢

Organ/piano maintenance { 1,151
Equipment 2,657
Accountancy and Payroll Fees 1,052
Piofessional Fees : 2,795
Flowers/garden 2,577
Contactless Admln - ; 150

&

s

t&
17 HALDANE HOUSE RUNNING COSTS
Insurance

Donatlons from General Fund
Qutside Causes
Commitment for Life

Other thlrd partles

19 MAINTENANCE OF CHURCH BUILDINGS
Decorating
Electrical Repairs
Plumbing Repairs
Roof Repairs
Other property Repairs
Servicing
Church Flat Renovations
Church Flat Other Payments
Letting Agents Fee
Equment

) 10 MAINTENANCE OF HALDANE HOUSE
Repair, redecoration and other work
Agent's fees for flat 51A
Upkeep of Flat 51A
Servicing
51A Utllltles

11 IVIONETARY ASSETS
The church maonies are not held in segregated accounts, but for the sake of this financial statement the total of each account is allocated

appiopriately over the various funds.
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These largely comprise three bequests: The Col. JR Hall, the GL Young bequest and the TW Crawford bequest.
The income from these bequests is paid to the General fund.
and value of the investments is shown as follows:

Hall bequest

Young bequest : z i 11,506
Crawford bequest g 1 76,003
i 57 i

The church and hall buildings are insured by the church for £14,388,400 and Haldane House for £1,729,280.
In addition, tenants improvements to Haldane House are insured and shown separately as £12,105.
The organ furmture e urpmenl and contents of the church and Haldane House are msured by the church for £1,288, 487
EAR T
3 3 > i




| JESMOND UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1137613‘

Appendix 1

Thls Year : Last Year
2023 2022
Total £ Tota! £
TE :
Support from West End
Support frem Jesmond
Support from St James
Support from St Andrews

Payments
Car mileage

Car Allowance and Employers NI
Minister's expenses

Training

Council tax

Phone (including broadband)
Water rates

Induction costs/gifts

Set up fund

Manse repairsiimprovements
Manse - Council Tax

Manse - Building Insurance
Manse - Boiler Service

Manse - Phone

Manse - Water Rates

Total payments

Joint Pastorate Account
Balance apportioned hetween
West End 25%
Jesmond 35%
St James 15%
St Andrews




JESMOND UNITD REFORMED CHURCH
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1137613

Appenix 1

JO!NT PASTORATE ACCO&%\IT
MANSE COMPENSATION FUND Foiehle o 3 e
% 1 e e This Year Last Year
2023 2022
Total£ B Total£

Recelpts

Support from West End
Support from Jesmond
Support from St James
Support from St Andrews
Bundmgylnsurance refund

Payments
Building Insurance
BoHer serwce




MANSE FUND RECEIPTS AND PAYMENT ACCOUNT
REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 242587

Thig Year Last Year
2023 2022
i Total £ Total £
Receipts : :
Rent (see note a)
Utilities
Bank mterest and |nvestment income

Payments (see notes b and c)
Joint pastorate housing contribution
Agent's fees

Utilities management fees
Furnishings and fittings

Utilities

Insurance

Servicing, repairs and maintenance
Gardening, cleaning and other
Payments to JURC General Fund

A

a) The Manse Fund receives incomme from the fetting of the manse.

b) The coslt of maintaining the manse is charged to the Manse Fund.

c} Where appropriate, the cost of work at Haldane House is apportioned between Jesmond URC General Fund and the
Manse Fund.

d) Any balance above £5,000 in the Manse Fund can be applied for general church purposes.




Respective responsibilities
The church is responsible for the preparation of the financial statements, and considers that the auditrequirement of Section 144(2)
of the Charities Act 2011 (the Act) does not apply. It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General

{My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions of the Charity Commissioners. An examination includes

a review of the accounting records kept by the church and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes
§ consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements, and seeking explanations concerning any such matters.
The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently | do not express an
|audit opinion on the view given by the financial statements.

JIndependent Examiner’s statement
n connection with my examination of the church funds, nothing came to my attention which gave me cause to believe otherwise than
that the financial statements accord with the accounting recoards of the church, and that those records satisfied the requirements of
he Act. | am not aware of any matter to which attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the financial
{statements to be reached.

{ Name and address of the Independent Examiner:
| David Kilner, F.C.A.
7 Eldon Square
Newcastle upon Tyne
INE17JG

Signed by the Inipendent Examiner: : )
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‘JESMOND UNITED REFORMED CHURCH MANSE FUND o
: REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 242567
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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER S REPORT 3 @S‘g%
41 report on the financial statements of the Manse fund for the year ended 31 December 2023, which is set out on page 7.
13
Respective responsibilities
he church is responsible for the preparation of the financial statements, and considers that the auditrequirement of Section 144(2})
f the Charities Act 2011 (the Act) does not apply. It is my responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General

@é Directions given by the Charity Commissioners under Section 145(5)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my

1Basis of Independent Examiner's report
{ My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions of the Charity Commissioners. An examination includes
a review of the accounting records kept by the church and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the financial statements, and seeking explanations concerning any such matters.
1 The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and consequently | do not express an
daudit opinion on the view given by the financial statements.

jIndependent Examiner's statement
n connection with my examination of the church funds, nothing came to my attention which gave me cause to believe otherwise than
that the financial statements accord with the accounting recoards of the church, and that those records satisfied the requirements of
the Act. | am not aware of any matter to which attention should he drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the financial
statements to be reached.

Signed by the Independent Examiner: :
oy ol satec

Name and address of the Independent Examiner;
David Kilner, F.C.A.
i1 7 Eldon Square
Newcastie upon Tyne
NE1 7JG
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