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ANNUAL REPORT 2025-26 
 

 The Society is a charity, constituted by rules revised and adopted in April 2008 and 
approved by the Charity Commission (number 227786). 
 
 The objects of the Society are to promote, encourage, foster and co-ordinate the work of 
archaeology, history, genealogy, customs and traditions, with special reference to the County of 
Cumbria, which now includes the historic counties of Cumberland and Westmorland and 
Lancashire North of the Sands and the Sedbergh district of Yorkshire. 
 
 The legal title of the Society is the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and 
Archaeological Society. The Society may also be represented by another name in 
circumstances determined by the Council from time to time. 
 
 The Society is governed by a Council of trustees (see page 2).  All the trustees are fully 
aware of their responsibilities under charity law.  Principal officers are elected annually, and 
three other members are elected for a term of four years. Affiliated group chairmen are 
members ex officio, and past presidents can choose to continue as members of the Council.   
No officers receive any financial recompense for their services to the Society. 
 
 The principal office of the Society is c/o Honorary General Secretary, Westlands, 
Westbourne Drive, Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5EE. 
 
 The Independent Examiner is Mr C.J. Brown of Brown and Company, Chartered 
Accountants, Libra House, Murley Moss Business Village, Oxenholme Road, Kendal, Cumbria 
LA9 7RL. 
 
 The stockbroker and investment adviser to the Society is Rathbones, incorporating 
Investec Wealth and Investment Limited, with Mr David Kirby as our Investment Manager. 
 
 The Society has been successful in meeting its objects. It continues to fulfil its 
commitment to members and of its public benefit, as set out below and in the Treasurer’s 
report. The business of the Society has been carried out by the Council (see above) and by its 
various committees (see below). The Standing Committee has continued to meet between 
Council meetings to discuss issues and prepare recommendations for consideration by the 
Council. The Council met on 5 April 2025, 18 October 2025, and 31 January 2026. The 
Standing Committee met on 15 June 2025, 6 November 2025, and 10 March 2026.  The AGM 
was held at Rheged on 5 April 2025, and included talks that illustrated aspects of the Cumbria 
and Lake District Research Framework. 
 
We welcomed the inclusion of the Research Framework on the Research Forward Network for 
Historic England, making it more readily available on a national basis. The Framework is 
increasingly being drawn upon by applicants for Society grant funding, and is also informing a 
series of one-day conferences on selected periods, held at Tullie House in Carlisle. The first, on 
pre-historic Cumbria, took place in February 2025, the second on the Iron Age and the Romans 
followed in 2026, also in February, and a possible third event to on early medieval Cumbria is 
being considered for 2027. 
 
We are saddened to report the death of Professor Michael Mullett on 10 February 2026. 
Renowned for his work on the religious history of the 16th and 17th centuries in Britain, he 
produced a four-volume account of Penrith’s development, as well as writing numerous 



3

3  

ANNUAL REPORT 2025-26 
 

 The Society is a charity, constituted by rules revised and adopted in April 2008 and 
approved by the Charity Commission (number 227786). 
 
 The objects of the Society are to promote, encourage, foster and co-ordinate the work of 
archaeology, history, genealogy, customs and traditions, with special reference to the County of 
Cumbria, which now includes the historic counties of Cumberland and Westmorland and 
Lancashire North of the Sands and the Sedbergh district of Yorkshire. 
 
 The legal title of the Society is the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian and 
Archaeological Society. The Society may also be represented by another name in 
circumstances determined by the Council from time to time. 
 
 The Society is governed by a Council of trustees (see page 2).  All the trustees are fully 
aware of their responsibilities under charity law.  Principal officers are elected annually, and 
three other members are elected for a term of four years. Affiliated group chairmen are 
members ex officio, and past presidents can choose to continue as members of the Council.   
No officers receive any financial recompense for their services to the Society. 
 
 The principal office of the Society is c/o Honorary General Secretary, Westlands, 
Westbourne Drive, Lancaster, Lancashire, LA1 5EE. 
 
 The Independent Examiner is Mr C.J. Brown of Brown and Company, Chartered 
Accountants, Libra House, Murley Moss Business Village, Oxenholme Road, Kendal, Cumbria 
LA9 7RL. 
 
 The stockbroker and investment adviser to the Society is Rathbones, incorporating 
Investec Wealth and Investment Limited, with Mr David Kirby as our Investment Manager. 
 
 The Society has been successful in meeting its objects. It continues to fulfil its 
commitment to members and of its public benefit, as set out below and in the Treasurer’s 
report. The business of the Society has been carried out by the Council (see above) and by its 
various committees (see below). The Standing Committee has continued to meet between 
Council meetings to discuss issues and prepare recommendations for consideration by the 
Council. The Council met on 5 April 2025, 18 October 2025, and 31 January 2026. The 
Standing Committee met on 15 June 2025, 6 November 2025, and 10 March 2026.  The AGM 
was held at Rheged on 5 April 2025, and included talks that illustrated aspects of the Cumbria 
and Lake District Research Framework. 
 
We welcomed the inclusion of the Research Framework on the Research Forward Network for 
Historic England, making it more readily available on a national basis. The Framework is 
increasingly being drawn upon by applicants for Society grant funding, and is also informing a 
series of one-day conferences on selected periods, held at Tullie House in Carlisle. The first, on 
pre-historic Cumbria, took place in February 2025, the second on the Iron Age and the Romans 
followed in 2026, also in February, and a possible third event to on early medieval Cumbria is 
being considered for 2027. 
 
We are saddened to report the death of Professor Michael Mullett on 10 February 2026. 
Renowned for his work on the religious history of the 16th and 17th centuries in Britain, he 
produced a four-volume account of Penrith’s development, as well as writing numerous 



4

4  

Transactions articles and serving on the Council, and taking the chair of the Publications 
Committee. He and his wife Lorna also led the Penrith affiliated group in its final years, with 
programmes of attractive events for the local community. His life and work are remembered 
with gratitude for all he contributed. 
 
The Society is glad to be able to recognise the outstanding achievements of two Society 
officers by proposals to make them Honorary Members of the Society at the forthcoming 
annual general meeting. Dr Bill Shannon, assiduous Membership Secretary, innovative 
Treasurer, diligent Vice-President, and outstanding scholar of early mapping, is a contributor to 
the Society across too many areas to enumerate. Dr Jean Turnbull, master craftsman of 
newsletters, prolific General Editor for Society publications, and herself a renowned author, has 
also played a major role in the planning and running of Society events and activities. Between 
them, they set an example to us all. 
 
The Society has been centrally involved with two important publications in 2025, albeit in very 
different ways but both associated with Westmorland.  The first, the Victoria County History of 
Westmorland, vol.1, Lonsdale Ward, edited by Emmeline Garnett and Sarah Rose, with 
contributions by Christopher Donaldson. This publication is a major landmark in a project that 
the Society has funded on an unprecedented scale and to which so many of its senior members 
have played leading roles, including Professor Angus Winchester and Professor Fiona 
Edmonds.  Its launch at Kirkby Lonsdale in September 2025 was an occasion to treasure.  The 
second, Dr Jane Platt’s imperiously authoritative edition of Thomas Machell’s Collections 
towards a history and topography of Westmorland, now available in electronic form on the 
Society’s Cumbria Past web site, gives access locally and across the world to one of the most 
important collections of primary historical information that remained to be published. Society 
members contributed to the interpretative editing of the work, including the late Dr Jane 
Penman, and the final stages owed much to the skills and dedication of two Honorary 
Members, Mr Bryan Harper and Mr John Steel, as well as to the special support to project 
completion by Mr Timothy Sykes of Dacre. 
 
We welcome our new administrator, Ms Siobhan Wordingham, and our News editor, Dr Joseph 
Rigby, and celebrate the contributions of colleagues to our several committees, as described 
below. Meanwhile, we look forward to bringing additional people on board as we plan for the 
future. In a riven and uncertain world, the steady and enjoyable involvement in the history and 
archaeology of Cumbria is an antidote and welcome voyage of discovery. 
 
 

Outreach Committee (Acting Chairman, Mr Mark Brennand) 
Despite a turnover of key personnel, the committee can again look back on another successful 
year with a packed calendar of outings and events, which we hope offered something for 
everyone.  We started the year with a prehistory themed day conference at Tullie House, where 
a sold-out auditorium learnt how work in Cumbria is at the forefront of current research.  This 
event has been replicated in 2026, and we are looking forward to similar in 2027. We owe a 
debt of gratitude to Mrs Jenni Lister for spearheading the organisation of other events, with the 
customary combination of walks, site visits and study days.  For the first part of the year Jenni 
was supported by administrative assistant Dr Anna Howard, to whom we express our thanks for 
her work. Going forward we welcome Ms Siobhan Wordingham to this role. The 2026 
programme already looks scintillating. 

Dr Mike Winstanley again arranged a varied series of on-line lectures for the winter 
months, which continue to e extremely well attended.  Mike was again assisted by Ms Jessica 
Toft, to whom we are also indebted for maintaining and contributing to the Society’s presence 
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on line. Going forward, we are looking for new volunteers to continue with the Society’s social 
media accounts. 

We have seen further changes at the News editorial desk.  Following the departure of 
Ms Emily Collins, and a guest editorial issue for Autumn 2025, for Spring 2026 we warmly 
welcome Dr Joseph Rigby to the role of News editor. Please keep Joe informed of any 
interesting events or local research. 

The committee and the Society remain indebted to Mr John Steel for his invaluable 
work and advice in relation to the web site. The current web site is the final iteration in its 
current form, and going forward we are seeking a partnership with an external contractor to 
build and maintain a new web site for the Society. With increased use of on-line payments for 
publications and events, we rely on Mr Steel’s experience and expertise to steer the Society 
ship across web-related waters. 

While membership numbers remain broadly steady, the long-term trend shows a slight 
decline.  We face the same difficulties as many other archaeological and historical societies, 
with an aging membership, and with institutional libraries seeking to reduce commitments and 
shelf space. We warmly express our gratitude to Dr Sarah Rose for her staunch service as 
Membership Secretary, and are seeking a new membership secretary for 2026 and beyond. 

As ever, Society events and promotion only happen because of a great deal of work 
behind the scenes, and there are too many people involved to thank them all individually.  Last 
but by no means least, we are indebted to our committee secretary, Mrs Jan Hicks. 
 

Publications Committee (Chairman: Mr Tony Wilmott) 
The committee met three times, in July and October 2025 and in February 2026.  Its work was 
greatly helped by the contributions of Mr Kevin Grice as Publications Officer, and latterly as 
secretary of the committee.  We were also delighted to welcome Dr Andrew Mawson to the 
committee and to the editorial board for Transactions. 

The most important publication during the year has been the edition of the magisterial 
three-volume work, Thomas Machell’s Collections towards a history and topography of 
Westmorland, the result of the tireless efforts of the editor, Dr Jane Platt, and an impressive and 
important source for historians everywhere. This was produced as a free digital download, and 
was launched on the Cumbria Past web site on 4 August 2025. It has been received with 
enthusiasm, resulting in many visits and a good number of selective downloads. Our other 
digital publications have also been a success, with continuing downloads of Lydia Grey’s 
Illegitimate Threads. 

Towers, Halls and Bastles by Peter Ryder was published in April 2025, has sold well, 
and has received excellent reviews. Several books are under preparation, and a number of 
proposals for future publications are being considered. 

The 2025 volume of Transactions, containing twelve excellent and diverse papers, was 
published in October. Transactions is made available digitally through the Archaeological Data 
Service, but a change in their method of data collection has led to a short delay in placing the 
2024 and 2025 volumes online. This problem will shortly be resolved. 

Sales of many of the books we have in stock are slow. The discount scheme introduced 
in the first half of 2025 led to increased sales, and titles were advertised through various bodies 
(the Roman Society, for example, advertised our Roman books at reduced prices for their 
members). We continue to sell through three bookshops. The main route for the sale of most 
volumes is via the new web site. 
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Research and Grants Committee (Chairman: Ms Eleanor Kingston) 
The committee has met twice, by Zoom, in June and December. 

Mrs Jenny Uglow has resigned from the committee and we thank her for her service.  
Mr Martin Railton joined the committee in December, and we welcome him. We warmly thank 
Mr Tim Padlley for his work as the secretary of the committee. 

Three grants have been awarded over the year: 
- Greenlane Archaeology, £800 for analysis of medieval slag from Silloth Holiday Camp; 
- Ms Elidh Hornigold, £3000 to cover travel and accommodation in Spain and Italy for 

her doctoral research entitled “Mind-body connection: health outcomes for child 
refugees during and after the Spanish Civil War”; 

- Dr Rob David, £199.20 for the digitisation of papers in connection with Berthold Wolpe 
and the design of Norman Nixholson’s book covers. 

The committee noted: 
(a) That, in connection with Ms Hornigold’s application, changes in university funding for 

students might mean the Society can expect more requests for this type of funding in the 
future; 

(b) The question of VAT on grant-aided work was raised, and the chairman asked to raise 
this with the Standing Committee. In the meantime, applicants would be requested to 
sate which parts of their application would attract VAT and the amount should be 
separately identified on the application form. 

Clare Fell Bursary Fund: no applications were received. 
Publication of work funded by the committee: the report on Roman burials at 

Botchergate in Carlisle has been published, following a grant made to Mr Matthew Hobson of 
Wardell Armstrong for the study of the Carlisle Archaeological Unit’s records as part of the 
research required for this publication.  

 
 

Marion McClintock 
General Secretary 

1 March 2026 
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