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Objects and public benefit statement 
 
The RSPCA Essex South, Southend & District Branch an unincorporated charitable association and a 
separately registered branch of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (the 
Society), responsible for carrying out animal welfare work in the districts of Southend, Castle Point, 
Rochford, the towns of Wickford, Battlesbridge and South Woodham Ferrers (part of).   
 
The trustees hold regular meetings throughout the year at which decisions are made.  The day to day 
running of the shops is delegated to the Shop Managers. 
 
The branch operates within a national network of separately registered organisations that pursue the 
same objectives and which are known collectively as the Royal Society of the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals.  The objects of the Branch are to promote the work and objects of the Society, namely by all 
lawful means to prevent cruelty, promote kindness to and alleviate suffering of all animals, with 
reference to the area of the Branch, in accordance with the policies of the Society.   
 
The trustees have reviewed the outcomes and achievements of our objectives and activities for the 
year, to ensure they remain focused on our charitable aims, and continue to deliver benefits to the 
public.  We have complied with the duty under the Charities Act 2006 to have due regard to public 
benefit guidance published by the Commission. 
 
 
Advancement of animal welfare 
 
Under the Charities Act 2006, the advancement of animal welfare is recognised as a distinct statutory 
charitable purpose.  This legislation and the Animal Welfare Act of the same year indicate an 
acceptance by society that treating living creatures with compassion has a moral benefit for the 
public.  Whilst this public benefit is clear, it is sometimes difficult to quantify and must be balanced 
against any detriment.   
 
The Branch’s animal welfare work, although local in nature, is beneficial to the society at large, and 
aims to help people in need with the care of their animals.  The next section of this report highlights 
the Branch’s main activities and demonstrates the benefit provided to the public.  All our charitable 
activities, as described in more detail in the following pages of this report, focus on promoting 
kindness and preventing cruelty to animals and are undertaken to further these purposes for the 
public benefit. 
 
 
Charitable activities pursued for the public benefit 
 
We support our local Inspectors by taking in, free of charge, mistreated or abandoned animals, 
including pets whose owners suffer ill health, financial difficulties or pass away.  The Society’s 
Inspectorate (as well as providing education, information and advice) rescues animals in distress and 
enforces laws against the cruel mistreatment of animals in England and Wales by bringing 
prosecutions.  This is key to ‘the prevention of cruelty’ part of the RSPCA objects, and promotes 
humane sentiments towards animals which involves moral benefit to humankind.  

       
Within the financial means available to us, we provide vouchers to subsidise veterinary treatment for 
animals, which are sick or injured and belong to local people on low incomes.  We do this through 
negotiating with local vets, provision of pet food or receiving sign-over of their pet.  This work 
benefits those individuals by giving them financial help to care for their companion animals or 
relieving them of their need to care for them, as obligated by law.  
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We provide subsidised neutering and microchipping of companion animals for those in the Branch 
area on low incomes.  We do this by a voucher scheme or working in joint venture with other animal 
welfare charities.  This work helps to control dog/cat populations through neutering and benefits 
those on means tested benefits by giving them financial help, thereby promoting responsible pet 
ownership.  
 
Animals in our care receive veterinary treatment, vaccination, neutering, micro-chipping and are 
assessed for re-homing.  This work helps to control the incidence and spread of disease and suffering 
through vaccination and neutering.   We re-home at low cost, animals in need to people willing and 
able to have a companion animal.  Whilst we recognise that companion animals provide measurable 
benefits to people’s physical and mental health, we consider the provision of pets as subsidiary to the 
main charitable aim of this service, which is to reduce animal suffering.  Our policy to have a set 
adoption fee for animals aims to highlight the ongoing personal and financial commitment of pet 
ownership.  It would not be in the best interests of animals, and therefore would fall outside our 
objects, to re-home to those who could not afford them. 
 
We take in, without charge, lost animals and take steps to reunite them with owners.  This work 
benefits our local community (including local authorities) by preventing animals straying and posing 
a risk to themselves and to people through road traffic accidents.  We respond to enquiries (both 
direct and via the Society’s national call centre) from the public about animals locally.  The public 
benefits from knowing that we can intervene to assist animals in need. 
 
We offer free animal care advice by providing cat and dog information contact telephone numbers on 
our website.  We take in many calls to our “0300” telephone number as well as to our shops, which are 
also able to help or re-direct.  The public benefits through the promotion of responsible pet 
ownership.  Within the terms of our governing document, we support the National Society / other 
RSPCA branches / local animal welfare charities through collaborating in providing funding for animal 
welfare events and promotions.  
 
We provide volunteering opportunities for those who wish to support our work, including 
trusteeship, retail volunteering, fostering, and fundraising.  We do not have our own Rehoming Centre, 
so we are unable to support volunteer interest on more one-to-one with the animals.  However, this 
can still benefit local people and companies by providing the possibility of doing work, which is 
compassionate and rewarding. 
 
 
Branch Activities 2024 
 
We experienced another very busy year, with most of our rehoming activities continued to be 
supervised by our Rehoming coordinator & voluntary elected Trustees working closely with local 
boarding establishments. 
 
The Branch financial position remained stable, with the Trustees continuing to pursue the prudent 
financial policies adopted over the previous few years. Wherever possible, the Trustees have sought to 
get best value for expenditure and negotiate support from other organisations in terms of match 
funding. We continue to review our operating model to create efficiencies in the way we deliver 
services. Our expenses for the year totalled £249,109.  Income for the year has improved on last year 
primarily due to legacy income however, we have not expanded our fundraising activities fully. 
Income totalled £351,495 which was primarily generated through adoption fees, legacies (£185,352), 
and sales from our shops in the area i.e., Shoeburyness and Rochford. We have allocated funds to 
specific projects such as increased welfare support and treatment initiatives with some funds 
ringfenced to support activities to improve our infrastructure.  
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The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable 
accuracy, at any time the financial position of the charity.  They have general responsibility for taking 
such steps as are reasonable open to them to safeguard the assets of the charity and to prevent and 
detect fraud and other irregularities. 
 
We have a small team of employees who are responsible for managing our shops and the day to day 
rehoming activities. Many roles continue to be managed by a small group of volunteers, thus putting 
an enormous strain on the current Trustees. We would welcome applications from any members with 
three months or more membership, especially anyone interested in fundraising to become a Trustee. 

 
The Branch, however still maintained its efforts on behalf of the animals, with fosterers and re-
homing trustees/volunteers working steadfastly to meet the increasing workload.  Thanks to their 
efforts, the Branch was able to deal with more than 300 animals either through direct rehoming or 
welfare assistance.  In addition, Food and supplies have been donated to foodbanks via direct 
donation and Pets at Home VIP scheme. This achievement would not have been possible without the 
help and support of our boarding establishments, fosterers and veterinary practices.    
 
We still struggle with the general public perception of the structure and responsibilities of the RSPCA.  
This is both disappointing and frustrating for our local branch as we are a self-funding separate 
charity which is passionate about the life quality of the animals in our branch area. 
 
 
Intake and Rehoming activities 
 
CATS: This year we took in 120 cats/kittens. We continued to work closely with Danahar Animal 
Centre for boarding and rehoming many of our cats and some dogs. A special ‘thank you’ should be 
given to their staff and volunteers involved in the cat rehoming process who do a remarkable job 
making sure the cats/kittens go into suitable, permanent homes. 
 
Each year we take in pregnant stray cats and have many kittens born into our care. Cats reach sexual 
maturity at 4 months old (when they are still kittens); and a female cat can have several litters a year.  
With this in mind, we continue to focus on our cat neutering, to help reduce the risk of cat over-
population in our district.  
 
We work closely with a number of local charities to support trap, neuter and release programs as well 
as supplying food and medical care. 
 
DOGS: It was a busy and challenging year with further increases year on year in the number of dogs 
needing our assistance. 84 dogs and puppies were brought into the branch in need, we provided 
veterinary care and rehabilitation, where necessary and eventually finding suitable new homes for 
them. 
 
Post Covid-19 lockdown, we have seen more behavioural issues due to the lack of training and 
socialisation as puppies making rehabilitation and rehoming more time intensive.  
 
In addition, we continue to offer welfare assistance to several needy dogs in the area, providing 
donated food to those in financial crisis, assisting with training and behaviour advice to enable owners 
to keep their dogs and emergency veterinary treatment where necessary.  
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PERMANENT FOSTERING: We support a 20 dogs and cats under permanent foster care agreements, 
due to behavioural issues or being too elderly or unwell with specific medical needs to enable them to 
be rehomed. 
 
Rehoming animals in our care 
 
The continued social media presence, mainly the Facebook page, continues to be an excellent platform 
to reach our target audience for adopters and raising general awareness of the branch.  Increasingly, 
many adopters use ‘Find a Pet’ on the national RSPCA website, where you can search by ‘distance from 
you’.  Out of area adoption is beneficial for our animal rehoming options, although we have found that 
arranging viewings and subsequent home visits can lengthen and animals stay in comparison with 
that of a local adopter. 
 
In 2024, we continued to regularly liaise with Press Office at Headquarters to arrange press releases 
and help promote animals or cases of interest at our branch as well as online events and competitions 
being organised by headquarters. Additional effort by our branch manager, has led to special 
fundraising campaigns for individual animals who require significant treatment and long-term 
support.  Our links with local Dog Wardens and other welfare service providers remains strong and 
continues to help prevent suffering of animals within our district.  
 
As always, we are eternally grateful to our amazing staff and volunteers as, without your continued 
commitment, we would not be able to help as many animals as we do.  Our thanks and 
acknowledgement also go to our service providers, who always go above and beyond to support us.  
Working in partnership, we can give animals in our care the second chance they deserve. 

 
 
The Board of Trustees approved this report on 13 June 2025 
 
 
 
 
Mrs S Beaumont       Proposed: R Moran 
Chairperson        Seconded: J Ripton 
RSPCA Essex South, Southend and District Branch 














































