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“The LORD loves the gates of Zion more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 
Glorious things of you are spoken, O city of God.” So reads Psalm 87 verses 2-3. It 
speaks of the LORD’s delight in His people when they meet together. Meeting 
together has also been a blessing to many of us this year, as we have again enjoyed
times of worship and been richly nourished from the food of the word, preached and 
taught. 

Once again we have had the privilege of hearing sermons from different parts of the 
Bible: from Romans, Numbers and Jude; and about worship, sovereignty and Elisha.
Pastor Paul Milner also preached once, the first time for five years.

On a quite different not, two trends are observable: ageing has affected our older 
members especially, with mental and physical limitations encroaching more and 
more; but also babies keep appearing! So, we have both a thriving Bible study group
for mums with their children; and increasing needs and pressures on those who care
for the older generation--and those who care are often ‘old’ themselves.

We have continued visiting two care homes monthly, with profit, we trust, for 
residents and appreciation from the staff. Two more homes would also like us to lead
worship regularly. We sang carols at both of these, but regular commitment this year 
has been beyond our capacity.

Although we reduced our special needs events to two this year (just Easter and 
Christmas, leaving out Harvest), there has been opportunity to visit special needs 
facilities over Christmas, and bring the Christmas message and join in singing carols.
This contact with people with special needs is important; and we continue to try and 
make our services accessible to all.

Regular work amongst children and young people continues with a variably-sized 
Sunday School; a healthy mid-week after school club and a re-launched evening 
group for teenagers. Two annual events have drawn in many 5-11 year-olds: the 
Bible Exhibition, an inter-active presentation of Bible truth, when 430 adults and 
children from three local primary academies and some home-schooled children, 
enjoyed Bible characters acting in costume, followed by some quiz questions and 
food-tasting; and the Holiday Club at the end of August, when children came each 
morning and heard about “Ultimate Superhero”.

As well as local care homes and schools, we were able to contribute monthly to a 
local Food Bank. We are also connected to other churches in the county, supporting 
and being supported by them in prayer, providing preaching and some oversight.



Other events not yet mentioned: Weekly: Craft and Chat on Mondays, Community 
Groups, ‘Know Your Bible’ and other Bible study occasions, creche on Sundays, Tots’
Time on Wednesdays, various prayer times; and, twice weekly, the building is used 
by NHS drop-in clinics.

Fortnightly: Coram Deo (for students and others), Firm Foundations (Biblical 
doctrines taught)

Monthly: Coffee Morning on Thursdays; Men’s Breakfast on Saturdays.

Occasional: Inspire ladies meetings, Ladies’ Meal in November, Missionary 
meetings, Joint Prayer Meetings (with other churches), meals at church.

We supported the Open Air Mission. Our Evangelist is one of their Associates. 
Evangelism is an important aspect of the work of the church—we cannot keep to 
ourselves the good news which is intended for everybody. We invite those local to 
the church building to ‘come on in’ to hear this news. We preach it in the town centre.
We pray, as taught in the Lord’s prayer, “Your kingdom come”.

Beyond the county, some of us attended the East Midlands Churches Day in June; 
and we were represented at the FIEC Leaders’ Conference in November. 

Beyond these shores we support Grace Baptist Mission workers in Madeira and a 
European Mission Fellowship worker in Romania, to where we also sent Christmas 
gifts in shoe-boxes. We were also able to send a substantial on-off gift to help those 
affected by a serious storm an flooding in Jamaica. 

Fourteen new people have become members this year, bringing the total to 85. The 
morning congregation is considerably larger than this.

We record all this with gratitude to our gracious Lord God.
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