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Lymm Baptist Church: Annual Report to Charity Commissioners 

The Trustees present their Annual Report and Financial Statements for 2025 

 

Financial Review  

Financial detail for 2025 is available from the accompanying accounts. 

The Church’s Lead Minister and Minister in Training, by nature of their roles, are trustees, receiving a full 
time and part-time stipend respectively.  Mr Simon Smith is also paid by the Church as a part-time Children 
and Families Lead worker. Elected trustee George Green is a full-time paid Youth Work Lead at the Church. 

 

The following detail reflects the ongoing structure and activity of the church. 

Structure, Governance and management: 

Lymm Baptist Church is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation governed by a constitution. The Church 
occupies premises which are held by the Baptist Union Corporation Ltd on Trusts which are entirely 
compatible with the principal purpose of the Church. The charity is set up with purposes which are exclusively 
charitable for the public benefit.  

Members of the Church are accepted in accordance with the Constitution. Also, in accordance with the 
Constitution, the members appoint Trustees, comprising Ministers and leaders, who are collectively known 
as the Leadership Team. The Leadership Team is responsible for the day to day running of the Church’s work 
and witness, and the financial and legal aspects of the charity. 

This report sets out how the charities purposes have been carried out for the public benefit. The trustees 
have complied with their duty to have due regard to the commission's public benefit guidance when 
exercising any powers or duties to which the guidance is relevant. 

Church Meetings take place at least four times per year and, in accordance with Baptist convention, have 
responsibility for the overall policy of the Church. Relevant matters may be submitted to the Church Meeting 
by the Trustees for guidance or may be raised by members in a Church Meeting for further consideration. 
Though the Constitution permits decisions to be made at Church Meetings by appropriate majorities, the 
Church seeks to work by consensus wherever possible. 

All members are encouraged to take an appropriate part in the spiritual and practical tasks involved in the 
furtherance of the charitable objective. 

Objectives and Activities 

The principal purpose of the Church is the advancement of the Christian faith according to the principles of 
the Baptist denomination. The Church may also advance education and carry out other charitable purposes 
in the United Kingdom and/or other parts of the world. 

In order to achieve the principal purpose, the Church provides a variety of activities both to its membership 
and to the wider community. The aim is to show the love of Jesus Christ in both word and deed, and to bring 
people into a closer relationship with Him as Living Lord. Central to the work and witness of the Church is the 
provision of regular public services of Christian worship. These services take place each Sunday at 10.30am 
and once a month at 6.30pm. Communion of the Lord’s Supper is observed once a month at a morning and 
evening service. The Church seeks to be a friendly and welcoming community where everybody is welcome 
to attend any of the services. 

There are also events, activities and services at other times which are advertised in the newsletters, by email, 
on the notice board in the church foyer, on the website at www.lymmbaptistchurch.com and on the church’s 
Facebook page. 
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A full children’s and youth programme is included in the Sunday morning services providing guidance 
together with activities relating to biblical stories and Christian experiences. The aim is to provide relevant 
discussions that are fun, engaging and transforming - encouraging children to develop a relationship with 
God. There are also children’s and youth activity groups taking place during the week. 

The Church runs a number of small study groups for the nurture and growth of faith and discipleship, usually 
in the homes of church members. Church prayer meetings take place each week. 

The Church has an effective pastoral ministry team, committed to love and care for those in the fellowship, 
especially those facing difficult personal circumstances. Our pastoral team are trained to offer prayer and 
some practical care, signposting to other agencies where the need requires professional intervention. 

The Church engages in evangelism and mission, locally, regionally, nationally and internationally, supports 
and promotes charitable social action in the United Kingdom and abroad. It also encourages relationships 
with other Christians and supports the Baptist Union and the North Western Baptist Association. It is a 
member of the Evangelical Alliance. 

The Church runs the following community-based activities. 

At Lymm Baptist Church: 

• A weekly Toddler Group, to provide a warm, safe, caring environment and share God’s love, for pre-
school children & their carers; 

• a monthly afternoon ‘Coffee and Cake’ session, to provide older folk with social opportunities; 

• weekly ‘Watercolour Workshops’, to enable and inspire anyone interested either to learn to paint or 
to improve their painting in a friendly, relaxed atmosphere; 

• weekly coffee morning, open to all, for relaxed socialisation; 

• weekly showing of ‘The Chosen’, a series based on the life of Christ, encouraging exploration of faith; 

• an annual children’s Holiday Club during the school summer holidays providing a week of fun based 
on Christian principles; 

• an annual Carol Concert, followed by lunch, for all the building user groups; 

• an annual gathering for crafts and Carols called ‘Breakfast in Bethlehem’ attended by local children 
and their families at the start of Advent. 
 

In other local venues: 

• ‘Speak life’ sessions in local primary schools, emphasising God’s love and encouraging kindness; 

• a ‘Beacon Group’ meeting in Thelwall; 

• monthly short services at a local care home; 
 
 

The church is actively involved, in partnership with other local churches, with: 

• a monthly activity called ‘Messy Church’, for primary school children, with craft, singing and a story 
time as well as providing a meal; 

• delivering lessons at Lymm High School on a range of topics, including working with Good News For 
All to deliver lessons on the Bible; 

• ‘Chat’n’chill’, an opportunity for young people to discuss faith related topics, held weekly in the local 
High School; 

• Easter outdoor gatherings; 

• Songs of Praise, Lymm Festival;  

• Churches Together Lymm and District. 

The Church also continues to provide a venue for Voice Junior Choir. In addition, the church building is 
available for use by community groups, such as WI and Probus, a senior fitness class and crafting sessions, 
and there are regular bookings throughout the year. The Church also links with Lymm Festival, providing 
a venue for some of its cultural activities and events.  The building is hired by local choirs as a concert 
venue. 
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Achievements and performance 

 

The full time, Lead Minister resigned from office in January 2024.  For most of 2025 the church’s Associate 
Minister, Leadership Team and many volunteers endeavoured to ensure that the church continued to 
flourish.  A new Lead Minister was appointed in September 2025, and we look forward to God’s leading in 
this new season. 

Most of our regular activities have been steady or seen growth in attendance, Sunday morning services often 
have over one hundred in attendance and Tuesday’s coffee morning draws approximately thirty, some of 
whom have no other Church involvement. We have been encouraged by several individuals deciding to 
explore faith by attending our Sunday services.  

Tyndale 500 was a Churches Together initiative commemorating the 500-year anniversary of scripture 
printed in English. Held at Lymm Baptist Church, and linked into the Lymm Festival, it saw scripture shared 
and celebrated over ten days.  Consisting of daily readings, theatre, dance, an exhibition, (graced by the 
presence of an AI generated William Tyndale), the running of a Poetry Slam (including Bible-based poetry 
writing workshops in some of our local schools) and, of course, refreshments. 

We held a ‘Dying Matters’ open day, as promoted by Hospice UK, offering support and encouraging refection 
and planning. 

Our Speak Life Project continues to thrive, now involving all six primary schools in Lymm and Thelwall, 
building relationships and encouraging a love for music, with a focus on positivity and strength, especially in 
light of the presence of God.  Alongside this, our weekly AFK Kids Club and Toddle Inn, have provided 
consistent, positive spaces for children and their families from across the wider community. 

At Christmas, Breakfast in Bethlehem was a great success, welcoming around 120 children and their families 
to discover afresh the true Christmas story.  

Our trained volunteer chaplain further supports our desire to encourage spiritual growth and well-being for 
all, hosting the coffee morning and linking with building user groups during the week. 

At their request we baptised one individual.  

The streamed Sunday morning service continues to be popular, with over a hundred viewing during the week. 

The regular use of the premises by outside organisations continues. 

 Many from our Church also work with local charities and organisations.  As individuals our church family is 
involved in a number of initiatives. Some have undertaken travel overseas to provide practical and spiritual 
encouragement.  

As a Church we provide regular practical and financial help to a number of charitable organisations, details 
of which are available in the accompanying accounts. 

 

Declaration 

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees report above. 

Signed on behalf of the Charity’s trustees 

 

Signed:      

Name: Carol Ann Best   

Position: Church Secretary                                                                                     10/10/2026 


































































