
West Mersea Free Church

General Receipts and Payment Account

Restricted Funds - Elders Retreat

Restricted Funds - Toddler Group

Financial Statement for the Year ended 31 December 2025

Note 2025 2024
Receipts

Total Receipts 78,272 79,143

52,972 51,801

Regular offerings 51,128 51,433
Donations and other income 2 200 400
Income tax recovered on gifts 11,937 11,514
Investment income (interest) 3 2,607 3,549
Rents and contributions for use of church premises 950 800
Rent for 34 Mill Road 9,960 9,428
Raised for other causes 4 1,490 2,018

Payments
Ministry 5 3,005 22,941
Mission 6 7,650 7,639
Upkeep of church premises 7 9,089 7,029
Upkeep of manse 8 28,242 7,513
Upkeep of 34 Mill Road 9 1,526 514
Administration 10 1,758 3,940
Amounts passed on to other causes 11 1,703 2,225
Total Payments

Net receipts / (payments) for the year 25,300 27,342

Transfers (to) / from general fund
Cash balance at previous year end 91,018 63,676
Cash balance at current year end 116,318 91,018

Receipts 0 0
Payments 0 0
Net receipts / (payments) for the year 0 0
Cash balance at previous year end 533 533
Cash balance at current year end 533 533

Receipts 0 0
Payments 49 52
Net receipts / (payments) for the year -49 -52
Cash balance at previous year end 253 305
Cash balance at current year end 204 253



Restricted Funds - Youth work

Restricted Funds - Site Development

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at 31st December 2025

Receipts 0 1,000
Payments 134 0
Net receipts / (payments) for the year -134 1,000
Cash balance at previous year end 1,195 195
Cash balance at current year end 1,061 1,195

Receipts 0 0
Payments 0 0
Net receipts / (payments) for the year 0 0
Cash balance at previous year end 1,350 1,350
Cash balance at current year end 1,350 1,350

Assets
Bank and other cash balances
Barclays current account 4,104 4,594
Barclays deposit account 38,041 14,727
BUC deposit account 77,321 75,028

Other monetary assets:
Gift aid claimed but not received
Investment Assets 12 332,893 313,783
Assets Held for Church's own use 13 241,059 242,363

Liabilities
Current Liabilities 14 0 21
Long Term Liabilities 15 0 0

The accounts and statement of assets and liabilities set out on pages 1-2 relating to the year ending 31st
December 2025 are as approved by the deacons.
Signed
Kathryn Hills
Treasurer

Total Assets 693,418 650,495

Total Liabilities 0 21



West Mersea Free Church
NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024

1 Basis of accounts
These accounts have been prepared on a ‘receipts and payments’ basis and in accordance with Section
133 Charities Act 2011.

2 Donations and other income
Donations 200 300
Other income 0 100

Total 200 400

3 Investment Income
Bank interest 314 331
BUC account interest 2,293 3,218

Total 2,607 3,549

4 Raised for Other causes
Asia Link 100 965
Beach Club 150 0
Pastoral arrival gift 365 0
Hands at Work 875 0
Harvest 0 15
Christmas Tree Festival donations 0 100
Pastoral leaving gift 0 938

Total 1,490 2,018

5 Ministry
Ministers' stipends 0 16,550
Pension contribution 0 4,198
National Insurance 0 0
Ministers' travel 0 260
Ministers' pastoral expenses 2,018 728
Visiting speaker costs 825 610
Training costs 0 0
Other ministry costs 161 595

Total 3,005 22,941

The Ministers in 2024 acted as two of the church's trustees and received remuneration and other
benefits in respect of their services as Ministers, including the provision of manse accommodation owned
by the church. There were no Ministers in 2025. A new Minister has been appointed with effect 1st
January 2026.

6 Mission
CYO 1,200 1,200
Home Mission 1,200 1,200
Hands at Work 1,200 1,200
BMS World Mission 1,200 1,200
Tear Fund 525 713
Beacon House 275 713
Beach Club 975 700
Foodbank 275 713
AsiaLink 525 0
Nightshelter (CENS) 275 0

Total 7,650 7,639



7 Upkeep of church premises
Lighting and heating 1,696 1,456
Insurance 304 120
Repairs and Maintenance 1,225 1,503
New equipment 137 1,265
Other costs 5,728 2,684

Total 9,089 7,029

8 Upkeep of Manse
Lighting and heating 649 1,072
Insurance 1,304 1,323
Repairs and Maintenance 5,086 589
Council Tax 0 791
Refurbishment Project 21,140 3,467
Other costs 63 272

Total 28,242 7,513

9 Upkeep of 34 Mill Road
Insurance 511 436
Repairs and Maintenance 776 78
Other costs 239 0

Total 1,526 514

10 Administration
Printing and Stationery 0 110
Publicity 0 0
Subscriptions 362 363
IT costs - website and licence fees 244 402
CCLI licences 577 434
Refreshment costs 354 441
Legal fees (CIO) 0 1,722
Other 220 467

Total 1,758 3,940

11 Amounts passed on to other causes
Pastoral Leaving Gift 0 938
Pastoral arrival gift 365
TearFund 0 1,187
Hands At Work 1,063
Other 275 100

Total 1,703 2,225

12 Investment Assets
34 Mill Road, CO5 8RJ 332,893 323,197

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024

2025 2024



13 Assets Held for the Church’s own use
The church is the beneficial owner (subject to the relevant trusts) of the following assets, the legal titles
to which is held by the church’s custodian trustee [the Baptist Union Corporation Ltd] or the Church CIO
itself and valued in the accounts at the insured values:

 - Church Premises at 32 Mill Road, CO5 8RJ 1,491,813 1,407,370
 - Church Hall at 32 Mill Road, CO5 8RJ 835,933 788,616
 - Toilet block at 32 Mill Road CO5 8RJ 100,564 94,871
 - Manse at 4 Whittaker Way, CO5 8LB 661,699 624,244
The church also owns fixtures, furniture and
equipment with an insured value of: 241,059 235,656

14 Current Liabilities
Utility costs billed but not yet paid 0 21
Payments raised but not yet cleared 0 0
Other current liabilities 0 0

15 Long Term liabilities
There are no long term liabilities at present, and the church has no Pension scheme liabilities.

2025 2024

2025 2024

0 21



Report of the Independent Examiner to the Trustees of West Mersea Free Church

On the accounts for the year ended 31st December 2025

Respective responsibilities of Trustees and Examiner 

The Church’s Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The church’s trustees 
consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the 
Charities Act) and that an independent examination is needed. 

It is my responsibility to: 
• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act, 
• to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity Commission 
(under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and 
• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention. 

Basis of independent examiner’s statement 
My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the church and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any 
unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the trustees 
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that 
would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts 
present a ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement 
below. 

Independent examiner's statement 
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention which gives me 
cause to believe that in, any material respect: 
• accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act or 
• the accounts do not accord with the accounting records 
• the accounts do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of 
accounts set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter considered as part of 
an independent examination. (if accounts prepared on accruals basis*) 

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention should 
be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 

Signed by or on behalf of the Examiner 

5th February 2026

Neil Loxley accountancy Services 
39 Shakespeare Rd
Colchester 
Essex    CO3 4HL
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