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Over the months of 2025, the trustees followed up on the decision reached at the end of the 

previous year that, with no prospect of an imminent restart of the projects we had 

previously supported in Gaza in their pre-existing form because all their buildings had been 

destroyed, SPaCE had to reorient its approach to address the humanitarian crisis. Our 

supporters made clear that as soon as the opportunity arose they would like to see SPaCE 

take an active role in helping to alleviate the desperate shortages in food, clothing, 

medicines, blankets and tents.   

 

On 17th October 2024, just over one year into Israel’s bombardment of Gaza, the UN 

described catastrophic conditions:  

 

“A temporary surge of humanitarian assistance and commercial supply between May and 

August 2024 partly alleviated acute food insecurity and malnutrition conditions. However, 

September saw the lowest volume of commercial and humanitarian supplies entering Gaza 

since March 2024. This sharp decline will profoundly limit food availability and the ability of 

families to feed themselves and access services in the next few months. The upcoming 

winter season is expected to bring colder temperatures along with rain and potential 

flooding. Seasonal diseases and increasingly limited access to water and health services are 

likely to worsen acute malnutrition, especially in densely populated areas, where the risk of 

epidemics is already high.” https://www.un.org/unispal/document/gaza-strip-ipc-report-

sep24-apr25/  

 

The trustees decided to draw on the funds that the Charity had accumulated in 2024 but had 

not been able to put to use, to restart transferring money to Gaza, in relation to specific 

requests, through the Sheffield Gaza Emergency Relief Fund. This organisation, led by a few 

Sheffield based Palestinian individuals, had demonstrated over the previous 12 months that 

it could operate effectively through a network of community volunteer aid workers in central 

and southern Gaza. These people have extensive local knowledge and had previously 

worked for international humanitarian organisations with considerable expertise in aid 

distribution. They were able to access supplies from private traders; identify some of the 

most needy families; distribute food and other essentials to them; provide detailed receipts 

on their purchases and report on the profile and response of the beneficiaries. In addition 

they had a close relationship with some of the workers from Never Stop Dreaming one of 

the projects we had previously funded. 

 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/gaza-strip-ipc-report-sep24-apr25/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/gaza-strip-ipc-report-sep24-apr25/


During 2025, SPaCE was able to contribute over £91,000 to the emergency relief effort and a 

further £6500 to a youth group, which it had previously supported, and which required 

support to replace its destroyed equipment to train young people in presentation,  filming 

and video editing skills; we received copies of the broadcasts the children were able to put 

on aa a result of the project.  

 

In response to the situation in Gaza, there was a substantial increase in donations to SPaCE, 

especially after the decision to support the delivery of emergency supplies.  At the beginning 

of 2025,  SPaCE had £35,485 in its current account and a further £51,000 in a deposit 

account, which had been opened in the previous year in the light of the fact that during 

Israel’s attack on and siege of Gaza, we were not able to use our funds.  

 

Over the 12 months of 2025,  SPaCE had transferred to Gaza, a total of £98,415 and had 

£25,953 in its current account and a further £51,335 in its deposit account. The latter was 

seen by trustees as a ‘reserve’ that they hoped would enable SPaCE to help relaunch the 

projects it had supported prior to October 2023: the Never Stop Dreaming Children’s Centre 

(Khan Younis), the Qayis Healing Centre (Khuza’a) and New Horizons (Nusseirat Refugee 

camp).  

 

Over 2025, SPaCE promoted its activities through appeals on social media and leafleting as 

well as publishing three Newsletters aimed at informing donors of the work that SPaCE was 

supporting in Gaza. The events ranged from collections at social gatherings to plant sales.  

The annual community event in Meersbrook Park, the small park Big Run, was particularly 

noteworthy not only as a fundraiser but as a popular entertainment that attracted several 

hundred people and hosted a number of Palestinian speakers and several running clubs as 

well as local choirs. These contributed to bring about a four-fold increase in donations 

through monthly Standing Orders, single donations and fundraising events organised by 

supporters.  (Placed at the end for summative impact)  

 

SPaCE has benefited from Zoom meetings with the teams in Gaza, facilitated by  our trusted 

Sheffield-based partner (fluent in English and Arabic) enabling discussion and better 

understanding of the context on the ground. SPaCE also receives frequent photographic 

records, video accounts and documentation of the end use of the funds. We communicate 

these via a dedicated web page and seasonal Bulletin as well as by announcements at 

events.  SPaCE also organised a successful weekend of films in May by linking with the Al 

Awda Gaza Film Festival, held fundraising concerts with local musicians and organised three 

fundraising socials.  
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The Trustees         5 October 2026 
Sheffield Palestine Cultural Exchange 
118 Upperthorpe 
Sheffield 
S6 3NF 
 

Dear Trustees 

Accounts for the year ending 31 December 2025 
 

Please find enclosed copies of your final accounts for the year ending 31 Decem-
ber 2025, together with the Independent Examiner’s Report. Can you please ar-
range for each copy to be signed, returning one to us for our records.  It should 
be noted that the accounts are not valid unless they are signed by ourselves and 
a representative of your organisation. 
 

On completion of preparation of the accounts and the independent examination, 
I note that there were no areas of concern with regards to the financial manage-
ment of the charity.  We acknowledge that: 
 

 For the financial year, accounting records have been kept using spreadsheets.  
The records contain details of all income and expenditure, and enable the 
trustees to disclose, with reasonable accuracy, the financial position of the 
charity at any one time.  

 Supporting documentation has been kept for expenditure transactions.  Sup-
porting documentation has been kept for income where it is available. 
 

If you need any further advice or support, please do not hesitate to contact me 
at the above address. 
  
If you would like Barnsley CVS to prepare your accounts next year, please notify 
us prior to your year end so that we can schedule the work accordingly and so 
that we can ensure the accounts will be ready for you to present at your AGM 
and to meet the filing deadlines of the regulators.  
 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
Steph Tolson 
Community Accountant  
 

 


