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Of greatest importance to acknowledge in our report this year, is the death of our founder Geoff 
Loynes at the end of 2024, at the age of 90. I’m enormously pleased that so many have come this 
evening to share  memories. More about Geoff soon.  

Thanks to Gary for submitting a bid to AIM, the Association of Independent museums, at the beginning 
of the year we gained a visit and report from an Arts Council accredited assessor.  

To quote from the assessor’s report  ‘the collections care audit scheme exists to help small 
independent museums develop a more sustainable approach to the conservation and management 
of their collections through improvements to collections’ care within the museum. The grant provided 
allows the museum to received specialist, tailored advice, from an accredited conservator, about the 
care of their collections.’ 

This very recent report has given us plenty to think about, and do, in the coming months, but generally, 
the committee were pleased that most comments about the condition of our exhibits were that they 
were good and stable. The full report is on the side table if you are interested.  

The Wednesday team continues to meet each week to work on the many jobs that keep the museum 
open and successful. We are open for seven months of the year thanks to the volunteers who 
generously offer their time to ‘meet and greet.’  

New leaflets and two large banners have been produced to hopefully make ourselves more ‘visible’ 
and encourage more visitors to what has been described as ‘a little gem’ and ‘quite unique.’  The 
Wheels of Time scheme for primary age children continues to attract families as we hope this 
summer’s Mad Hatter’s tea party and Saturday barbecues, will also do. 

Our change from an unincorporated charity, Woodchurch Museum Trust, to a CIO (Community 
Interest Organisation), Woodchurch Heritage Trust, is almost complete. This relieves the trustees 
from personal financial liability. For the last two years we have been reporting to the Charities 
Commission as Woodchurch Heritage Trust. 

In January 2026 it will be the museum’s silver anniversary. As it can be very chilly in the museum at 
that time of year we will be celebrating on the first weekend in April, when we open for the season.  

                

 Joyce Nash and Gina Mckay 

 

 






